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Comic-Con has peek at ‘Hobbit’
If reaction to The Hobbit footage at Comic-Con 

is any indication, Peter Jackson has another couple 
of blockbusters on his hands. The crowd attend-
ing Jackson’s Hobbit preview at the fan convention 
 Saturday in San Diego went wild over a 12-minute 
reel that the filmmaker and his colleagues screened.

Broken into two films, The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey and The Hobbit: There and Back Again, the 
3-D epic is Jackson’s prequel to his Lord of the Rings 
trilogy, whose finale won 11 Academy Awards, includ-

ing best picture and director.
An Unexpected Journey arrives in theaters Dec. 14, with There and 

Back Again following in December 2013.
The films are based on J.R.R. Tolkien’s prequel novel, chronicling 

how tiny hobbit Bilbo Baggins (Martin Freeman) acquired the ring of 
power that causes all the ruckus in The Lord of the Rings, Jackson’s 
three-part adaptation of Tolkien’s fantasy saga.

‘Ice Age’ remains hot at the box office
With Batman lurking, the prehistoric critters of Ice Age: Continental 

Drift ran off with the box office, earning $46 million in their opening 
weekend, according to studio estimates Sunday. The animated film from 
20th Century Fox is the fourth in the Ice Age series and the first in 3-D. 

There has now been a decade of Ice Age films, allowing the charac-
ters voiced by Ray Romano, Queen Latifah and John Leguizamo to be-
come increasingly familiar to audiences, particularly international ones. 
The film already done robust overseas business ahead of opening in 
the U.S. Over the weekend, it earned $95 million internationally, bring-
ing its overseas total to $339 million. The Ice Age franchise has now 
surpassed $2.2 billion worldwide, and the studio expects Continental 
Drift to equal the global total of the last installment, 2009’s Dawn of 
the Dinosaurs, which took in $886.7 million.

The weekend was inevitably shadowed by two superheroes, coming 
a week after the debut of Sony’s Spider-Man reboot, The Amazing 
Spider-Man, and one week before the highly anticipated Batman 
sequel, The Dark Knight Rises.
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 Violinist Pinchas Zukerman is 
64. Actor-singer Ruben Blades 
is 64. Rock composer-musician 
Stewart Copeland is 60. 
Playwright Tony Kushner is 56. 
Dancer Michael Flatley is 54. 
Actress Phoebe Cates is 49. 
Actor Daryl “Chill” Mitchell is 
47. Actor-comedian Will Ferrell 
is 45.  Actor Corey Feldman is 
41.  Actress AnnaLynne McCord 
is 25.   

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS:
July 14: 
Powerball: 4-16-32-37-46 13
Jackpot: $90 million; no winner

July 13: 
Mega Millions: 
6-7-13-24-46 34
Jackpot: $21 million; no winner

July 12: Decades of Dollars:
1-2-8-11-26-35

July 15: Night: Pick 3: 8-4-8
Pick 4: 6-9-0-3
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If you are a parent of a 
school-age child, I probably 
don’t need to remind you that 
school will begin again in a 
month. Shopping for school 
supplies and clothes might be 
at the top of your to-do list, 
but please make room for one 
other essential task: making 
sure your child’s vaccinations 
are up to date.

Schools require current 
immunization certificates for 
children entering kindergar-
ten and the sixth grade. It 
is always better to prevent 
a disease than to treat it, 
and vaccines can protect the 
people who receive them and 
those they contact.

In recent years, a theory 
has surfaced that childhood 
vaccines are responsible for 
the growing number of U.S. 
children diagnosed with 
autism disorders. There has 
been no definite cause discov-
ered for this surge in autism 
cases, but there is a large and 
growing body of scientific 
evidence that shows no con-
nection between vaccines and 
autism.

Parents can be confident 
that medical and public 
health organizations — in-

cluding the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics, American 
Academy of Family Practice, 
American Medical Associa-
tion, World Health Organiza-
tion, National Institutes of 
Health, U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration and Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention — strongly support 
the safety and benefits of 
immunizations.

Over the years, vaccines 
have been responsible for con-
trolling many infectious dis-
eases that once were common 
in the United States, including 
polio, measles, diphtheria, 
pertussis (whooping cough), 
rubella (German measles), 

mumps and tetanus. We can’t 
stop vaccinating our children 
against these diseases because 
they have not been eradicated 
worldwide.

A person from a country 
that doesn’t vaccinate for a 
given disease could come 
here and infect many people, 
or your unvaccinated child 
could pick up something on a 
trip abroad. Immunizing your 
children can provide peace of 
mind. Do you want to worry 
that your child might have 
measles every time he gets a 

rash and has a fever, or that 
she might have pertussis every 
time she develops a cough?

Parents who truly want to 
do what’s best for their chil-
dren will make certain that 
their own immunizations are 
kept up to date. Vaccines for 
pneumonia, shingles, tetanus, 
whooping cough and the flu 
not only protect adults who 
receive them. The vaccines 
can keep people from pos-
sibly passing the disease to 
others who have weakened 
immune systems.

Vaccinating your children 
remains as important as ever

Dr. W. Jeffrey Foxx is a family 
medicine physician with Family 
Practice Associates of Lexington.

See more expert 
health columns at 
BluegrassMoms.com.
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The World Health Organization
declared that “in the 21st century,
it is every child’s right to live
free from vaccine-preventable

disease.”


