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with a little bit of luck
BY steve Becker
West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ Q J 6
♥ K Q 9 5
♦ K 4 2
♣ 10 9 7

WEST EAST
♠ K 8 5 ♠ 9 7 4 3
♥ A 3 ♥ 8 6 4 2
♦ 8 6 ♦ 10 3
♣ A J 8 5 3 2 ♣ Q 6 4

SOUTH
♠ A 10 2
♥ J 10 7
♦ A Q J 9 7 5
♣ K

The bidding:
West	 North	 East	 South
1 ♣ Pass Pass Dble
Pass 1 ♥ Pass 2 ♦
Pass 3 ♦ Pass 3 NT 
Opening lead -- five of clubs.

All important champ- 
ionships, whether local, 
regional, national or 
international, are played in 
a duplicate format in order 
to reduce the element of 
luck that might otherwise 
determine their outcome. 

Nevertheless, the luck 
factor cannot be entirely 
eliminated.

For instance, the 
succession of opponents 
you meet might or might 
not play well against you, 
which certainly will have 
an important bearing on 
how you fare. Also, you 
(or your opponents) might 
get to excellent contracts 
that go down because of 
horrendous distribution, or 
get to poor contracts that 
make because of highly 
favorable distribution.

Consider this deal played 
in the Blue Ribbon Pairs 
many years ago by Dorothy 
Hayden Truscott and B. Jay 
Becker. They reached three 
notrump on the bidding 
shown. Mrs. Truscott's 
three-notrump bid with the 
singleton king of clubs was 
certainly imaginative and 
was amply rewarded when 
she made the contract after 
West led a low club.

She won East's queen 
with the king and ran six 

diamonds, subjecting 
West to severe pressure. 
He followed twice and was 
able to discard a heart and 
a spade comfortably, but 
then, in order to protect 
his king of spades, he was 
forced to discard two clubs.

Mrs. Truscott next led 
a heart. West took the ace 
and cashed three clubs, but 
that was the end of the line 
as West was forced to lead 
from the K-8 of spades at 
the end.

You could call the hand 
a brilliant success -- if you 
were so minded -- but, 
all the same, there was a 
lot of luck attached to it. 
At another table, against 
similar bidding, West made 
the inspired lead of the 
ace of clubs against three 
notrump, and East-West 
collected the first seven 
tricks to put the contract 
down three! 

Fortunately for Mrs. 
Truscott and Becker, they 
were sitting at the right 
table. 

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

BY JACQUELINE BIGAR
 A baby born today has a 

Sun and Moon in Taurus.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 

Sunday, March 25, 2012: 
   This year you make peace 
when no one else can. 
You often feel a need to 
complete projects. You gain 
financially through using 
good sense, and also because 
of an unusual set of skills. 
Your work or a commitment 
transforms this year, and 
you will change with it. If 
you are single, you offer a 
lot. Let others chase you. 
If you are attached, you'll 
share many good times with 
your sweetie. Go out more 
together; indulge yourselves 
more. TAURUS helps you 
build security.

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-
April 19)★★★★ Stop and 
take a second out of your 
busy life. Instead of doing 
more, be grateful for what 

is happening now. Take off 
for a drive with a favorite 
person or by yourself; you'll 
feel renewed. You also might 
have a brilliant idea about 
funds. Tonight: Time to treat 
others.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20)★★★★★ Your mood 
changes. You feel so much 
more together than you 
have in a long time. You 
draw others towards you. 
Unexpected luck comes 
your way. Jump on your 
good fortune, if possible. 
Tonight: Bring in whatever 
makes you content.

   GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) ★★ Don't you think you 
need to stop the hectic pace 
for a few hours? Everyone 
does once in a while, and 
you are no exception. Let a 
partner take the lead and 
express his or her feelings. 
Enjoy the people around 
you. Tonight: Only with a 
select few.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)    
★★★★★ Surround yourself 
with friends and loved ones. 

C M Y K C M Y K

The Family Circus

Someone has changed a lot 
and continues to transform. 
You need to update this 
person in your mind, if you 
want to continue to relate on 
the level that you do. Tonight: 
Relish the moment. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) ★★★ 
Get involved in a project 
that will demand exercise or 
make exercise your project 
-- you can only feel better 
as a result. Meet friends at 
a favorite spot or accept an 
invitation out. Someone you 
don't see often is delighted. 
Tonight: Could go to the wee 
hours.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22)★★★★ Keep reaching 
out for someone you don't 
often speak to. Catching up 
on news might encourage a 
change of plans. You find 
reconnecting on this level 
very rewarding. Include a 
special loved one. Tonight: 
Let spontaneity in. Don't 
worry about tomorrow.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Make time for that 
special person. When you 
do, you'll add more caring 
to this bond. Nothing makes 
this person feel more cared 
about than time with you. 
Give just that and you'll 
both feel great. Tonight: Let 
someone say "thank you" in 
his or her own way.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21)★★★★ Go with the flow. 
You are strong and dominant, 
but by letting others come 
forward and lead, you'll see 
a lot of good will, experience 
and understanding occur. 
Accept a fun invitation. 
Tonight: Say "yes." 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21)★★★★ Keep 
reaching out for a co-worker 
or acquaintance you would 
like to get to know better. 
In general, you have a good 
time together, even if it is 
a serious moment. Take 
another step toward getting 
to know this person. Tonight: 
Roll with others' plans.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) ★★★★★ You know 
there is always a solution. 
Use your ability to mix 
various, different friends 
together. Some might never 
know each other, had it 
not been for you. View that 
as positive rather than 
negative. Tonight: Forget 
that tomorrow is Monday. 
    AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18)★★★ Take some quality 
time close to home. Honor 
your energy level, but also a 
need to move on a personal 
project. Once this effort is 
completed, you will be freer 
and more adaptable. Good 
news heads in from a family 
member or roommate. 
Tonight: Make your favorite 
meal.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) ★★★★ Realize what is 
going on around you. Be 
aware of people's plans 
and where you might want 
to go You might decide to 
forge ahead by yourself. 
You will change your mind 
fast enough. Meeting a new 
friend could occur, so be 
open. Tonight: You don't 
need to go far. 
   This Week: Talk and share. 
Use information wisely.   
BORN TODAY

Actress Sarah Jessica 
Parker (1965), guitarist Paul 
Miles (1952), Rock 'n' roll 
legend Elton John (1947)

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.


