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An offer you still can’t refuse

At 40, ‘Godfather’ remains a landmark film in Hollywood

50 YEARS AGO
Two Franklin County High 

School seniors won superior 
ratings in a regional speech 
festival in Lexington. Kaye 
Thompson received a supe-
rior in humorous monologue 
and Tommy Cook received a 
superior in extemporaneous 
speaking. They would rep-
resent the high school in the 
state contest.

25 YEARS AGO
The Frankfort Electric and 

Water Plant Board autho-
rized General Manager War-
ner Caines to proceed with 
the early stages of a project 
to expand water service in 
West Frankfort and western 
Franklin County.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
March 25, 1998
Alexis Mitchell

Alexis is a freshman at 
Franklin 

Coun-
ty High 
School 

where she 
is a mem-
ber of the 

dance 
team. 

She en-
joys dancing, photography 

and spending time with her 
friends and family.

TODAY In HISTORY
By the associated press

Today is Sunday, March 25, 
the 85th day of 2012. There 
are 281 days left in the year.

On March 25, 1776, Gen. 
George Washington, com-
mander of the Continental 
Army, was awarded the first 
Congressional Gold Medal by 
the Continental Congress for 
leading the liberation of Bos-
ton from British troops dur-
ing the Revolutionary War.

In 1965, the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. led 25,000 
marchers to the state capi-
tol in Montgomery, Ala., to 
protest the denial of voting 
rights to blacks.

Ten years ago: A powerful 
earthquake rocked Afghani-
stan and northwestern Paki-
stan, killing some 1,000 peo-
ple.

Five years ago: Iran an-
nounced it was partially sus-
pending cooperation with 
the U.N. nuclear watchdog 
agency, citing what it called 
“illegal and bullying” Secu-
rity Council sanctions im-
posed on the country for its 
refusal to stop enriching ura-
nium. 

One year ago: Canadian 
opposition parties brought 
down the Conservative gov-
ernment in a no-confidence 
vote, triggering an election 
that gave Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper a clear Con-
servative majority in Parlia-
ment. 

Today’s Birthdays: Sing-
er Aretha Franklin is 70. Ac-
tor Paul Michael Glaser is 69. 
Singer Elton John is 65. Sing-
er Katharine McPhee is 28. 
Singer Jason Castro (“Ameri-
can Idol”) is 25. 

ALMANAC      

The Family Circus

C M Y K C M Y K

By RafeR Guzman
Newsday

NEW YORK – Francis Ford 
Coppola’s “The Godfather” 
turns 40 this weekend, a sur-
prisingly ripe old age for a 
movie that hasn’t aged a bit.

One of the great American 
movies, “The Godfather” 
hasn’t stopped influencing 
popular culture since the 
day it was released. Martin 
Scorsese owes much of his 
career to it, “The Sopranos” 
wouldn’t have made sense 
without it, and VH1’s reality 
show “Mob Wives” is a wink-
ing travesty of it.

The film’s alluring por-
trait of the mob as Old World 
charmers with ice-cold hearts 
appears again and again in 
crime films, comedies, vid-
eo games, comic books, hip-
hop videos – the list goes on. 
In fact, nearly anything that 
focuses on organized crime, 
corporate gamesmanship 
or the glories of patriarchy 
– from HBO’s “The Wire” to 
AMC’s “Mad Men” – seems 
unable to escape the long, 
broad-shouldered shadow of 
“The Godfather.”

But for all its heavy themes 
(immigration, politics, busi-
ness, the American dream), 
“The Godfather” is also vast-
ly entertaining. It’s a grand, 
macho soap opera full of un-
fettered ids, violently settled 
scores and men wearing en-
viable suits. And talk about 
a bromance: Have you ever 
seen so many guys hugging 
and kissing in a Hollywood 
movie?

TAkE fIvE: SOmE OTHER DOnS

By Andy EdElstEin
nEwsdAy

This weekend marks the 40th 
anniversary of “The Godfa-
ther,” one of Hollywood’s 
landmark films. To celebrate, 
we offer up this list of five TV 
“Dons” we have enjoyed over 
the years.

dOn AdAMs – Would you 
believe the “Get Smart” star’s 
real last name is Yarmy?

dOn KiRsHnER – Well, we 
liked Paul Shaffer’s “SNL” 
parody of Kirshner better than 
the actual man. But he did 
bring rock ‘n’ roll to late-night 
TV, so you’ve got to give him 
major props for that.

dOn JOHnsOn – Others 

swooned because his “Miami 
Vice” character, Sonny 
Crockett, sported a two-day 
stubble, Armani jacket and 
pastel T-shirts. We were more 
impressed that he had a pet 
alligator named Elvis.

dOn KnOtts – We loved 
him as meek Barney Fife on 
“The Andy Griffith Show,” but 
he was just as endearing as 
leisure-suit-wearing landlord 
Ralph Furley on “Three’s 
Company.”

dOn RiCKlEs – Turned the 
hockey puck from a piece of 
sporting-goods equipment 
into a term of insult.

Paramount Pictures has 
announced that 55 Cinemark 
XD auditoriums around the 
country will show a restored 
version of The Godfather 
Thursday. According to the 
press release, the film has 
been “meticulously restored 
using 5.1 digital surround 
sound and re-mastered using 
state-of-the-art technology.” 

On the 40th anniversary 
weekend of the film’s release, 
here are five reasons to love 
“The Godfather.”

1. mARlOn  
BRAnDO’S AccEnT

At the time, Brando’s cot-
ton-cheeked portrayal of 
Don Corleone came in for 
some mockery, not unlike 
Tom Hardy’s barely audible 
villain Bane in the previews 
for “The Dark Knight Ris-
es.” Nevertheless, Brando’s 
hoarse, mumbling, world-
weary Don – “What have I 
ever done to make you treat 
me so disrespectfully?” – re-
mains one of the most mem-
orable figures in moviedom.

2. THE OnE-lInERS
If you know any colorful 

Mafia slang, chances are it 
came from “The Godfather,” 
which gave us gems like 
“sleeps with the fishes” and 
“an offer he can’t refuse.” It 
even turned the common-
place phrase “it’s strictly 
business” into a quotewor-
thy line (usually uttered af-
ter taking down a friend or 
co-worker). And don’t forget 
the ultimate hit-man man-

tra: “Leave the gun. Take the 
cannoli.”

3. THOSE cRAzY  
cORlEOnE kIDS

There’s Connie (Talia 
Shire), who marries an abu-
sive bum; Sonny (James 
Caan), the arrogant firstborn 
with no impulse control; 
Fredo (John Cazale), a nice 
boy but soft in the head; and 
Michael (Al Pacino), Dad-
dy’s favorite who eventually 
takes over the business. Ma-

fia families – they’re just like 
us!

4. lEnnY mOnTAnA 
AS lucA BRASI

An actual enforcer for the 
Colombo family, the fridge-
size former wrestler made 
his screen debut as Brasi, a 
brainless, brutish killer with 
doglike devotion to his Don. 
In his first acting role, Mon-
tana not only got one of the 
film’s best and longest death 
scenes (ambushed, stabbed 

and garroted), he also cre-
ated a meathead mobster 
archetype for the ages.

5. IT HAPPEnED  
On lOnG ISlAnD

In Mario Puzo’s novel, 
the Corleone fortress was 
in Long Beach, though the 
connection isn’t so explic-
it in the film. Still, Coppo-
la shot at least two key se-
quences on Long Island. 

Sonny’s death was 
filmed on an unused run-
way at what was then 
Mitchel Field in Hemp-
stead, and the famous 
horse-head scene took 
place in Falaise, a 26-room 
manor house in Port Wash-
ington’s Sands Point Pre-
serve formerly owned by 
Newsday’s founder, Alicia 
Patterson, and her hus-
band, Harry Guggenheim.

Courtesy Paramount PiCtures

marlon Brando stars as Don Corleone in Francis Ford Coppola’s, “the Godfather,” which turns 40 this weekend.

One of the great 
American movies, 
“The Godfather” 
hasn’t stopped influ-
encing popular culture 
since the day it was re-
leased. Martin Scors-
ese owes much of his 
career to it, “The So-
pranos” wouldn’t have 
made sense without it, 
and VH1’s reality show 
“Mob Wives” is a 
winking travesty of it.

Bargain Matinees Daily Until 6pm

Chakeres
Franklin Square Cinema 6

Toll Free: 800-668-4354
Frankfort ~ 502-875-9000

www.chakerestheatres.com

PROJECT X (R)
Sun 2:00, 4:45, 7:30

Mon - Wed 4:45, 7:30
Thu 4:45, 7:30, 10:00

JOHN CARTER (PG13)
Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00

Mon - Wed 4:15, 7:00
Thu 4:00, 7:00, 10:00

21 JUMP STREET (R)
Sun 1:45, 4:30, 7:15

Mon - Wed 4:30, 7:15
Thu 4:30, 7:15, 9:45

THE LORAX (PG)
Sun 1:30, 4:15, 7:00

Mon - Wed 4:15, 7:00
Thu 4:15, 7:00, 9:30

THE HUNGER GAMES (PG13)
Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00

Mon - Wed 4:00, 7:00
Thu 4:00, 7:00, 10:00
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