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Former GI shoots uniform, then self
Funeral services were held

Friday, December 10, for
Everett Lee Childers, who took
his own life on December 6.

Relatives said that Childers, 22,
who was alone in his house at
Roxana, fired a shot through
the heart of his Army uniform
and then turned the gun on
himself.

He was a Vietnam veteran
who was wounded in battle and
returned to finish his term of
duty in the United States. Af-

ter being discharged in 1970,
he and his wife had made their
home near his family in Let-
cher County. His wife was
visiting relatives in Tennessee
at the time of the shooting.

He was the son of Hettie
Shell Childers of Sandlick.

He is survived by his young
wife, Wanda Louise Lawson;
five brothers, Homer Childers,
James Childers, Roy Gene
Childers, Joseph Childers, Jr.
and Freddie Childers; and
three sisters, Sophia Dean
Childers, Corrine Childers
and Salina Childers.

Elders I. D. Back, Bill Sparks
and Basil Hall officiated at
the services at the Tolson
Creek R gular Baptist Church.

Burial was in the family plot
of the Jeff Whltaker cemetery
at Roxana.

Ray Collins Funeral Home was
in charge of arrangements.
Childers grew up in Edinburg,

Indiana, and entered the ser-

vice at the age of 18, "be-
cause he wanted to be some-
body, and have a cVnce for
the things that other people
have, says a friend. He was
sent to Vietnam and fought
there for four months when
a thrice-brok- en hip laid him
up and he was sent back to
finish his service in this coun- -

Wo en he was discharged from
the Army in August, 1970, he
and his young wife came to
live near his family in Letcher
County. He got temporary
employment around Roxana,
and worked at an auger opera-
tion for three months. In Oc-

tober, he was laid off that job,
and ha4i't worked since.

His family says that he has
never been the same since re-

turning from Vietnam. "He
never had a mean work for
anybody or anything before
he left, " said his mother, "but
when he came back he was
hateful. He saw all that fight-

ing, you know."
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EVERETT LEE CHILDERS

Her husband wonders why Ever-

ett turned out that way. "He
made a good soldier -- - got his
medals and everything else, "

he added to his wife's statement.
They were proud that Everett,
who had quit school after the
eighth grade, had completed
the course work for his Gecsral
Education certificate while in
the Army.

But Everett's last visit home
was not a happy one. "We
didn't know what was the mat-
ter with him, " his mother said.
" It seemed like the smile had

Almanac authors
(Continued from Page 17)

manac writers have "hit the
nail on the head" and, as in
the case of Patrick Murphey,
reaped considerable fame.
In bis almanac for 1838, Mur-
phy stated flatly that Jan. 20
of that year wo uld be the
coldest day of the winter. It
turned out to be the coldest
day England had experienced
in generations, and the 1837 --

38 season has ever been known
as "Murphy's Winter".
Then there was the unlikely

forecast made by Old Abe
Weatherwise of the Old Far-
mer's Almanac. For the year
1816, Old Abe predicted rain,
snow, and hail for July 13, and
it did rain, snow and nail --- in

that order.
But Abe's fame an d glory

just gone out of him. We tried
to kid him and get him cheered
up, but he just sat and looked
at everybody. We couldn't
figure out what was the mattei. "

No one was there when the
young man took Ms life. He
took his Army uniform and hung
it on the wall and shot it through
the heart. Then he sat back
on the sofa and shot himself.
The radio was blaring all the
time, and he wasn't found un-

til neighbors noticed that there
had been no smoke from his ,

chimney. He hadn't paid his
bills, and as he lay dead in-

side, a power company represen-
tative came to the houtje and
shut off the power from the
outside, shutting off the noise
and lights that had given the
house a sense of life.

When neighbors discovered
the body, his wife was called
in Tennessee, where she had
gone to visit relatives. She
rook a taxi from Knoxville to
Roxana, and had to pawn her
dead husband 's television set
to pay the cab fare. She
stayed through the funeral and
the march up to the burial
ground. A collection at the
church provided her with the
thirty dollars necessary to get
back home to Tennessee.

There was no military pomp.
The grave is covered with
flowers and unmarked.
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were somewhat dimme'd when
it was later discovered that
a proofreader had overlooked
the mischief of a typesetter
who ha d inserted the forecast
as a joke. Incidentaiy, the
Old Farmer's Almanac is, af-

ter all these years, still with us.
Rural folk do not set as great

store by the almanac as former-
ly, but it is still popular never-tn- e

less. While the weather
and astrological predictions are
no longer taken seriously, most
of these publications contain
astronomical data that is,
information like the phases
of the moon, times for the
occurances of eclipses, time
of sunrise and sunset, important
dates, and such. It still is a
worthy little publication no
farm nome should be without.

OLEN GIL LEY OF ROXANA, KY., ACCEPTS HIS HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA from Letcher
County School Superintendent Kendall Boggs as Columbus Sexton looks on. Gilley is a
paraplegic and completed a home study course in November, passing the final tests near
the head of the class. He hopes to continue his education beyond the high school level.

nil
' lf

MR. AND MRS. MICHAEL DEAN LOUDERBACK

Abies-Louderbac- k vows
In a candlelight ceremony

on Friday evening, December
3, Miss Matricia Von Abies
and Michael Dean Louderback
were married at the First
Church of the Open Bible
in Xenia, Ohio.

The bride is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Abies
of Xenia, formerly of Kona,
Ky. The bridegroom is the
son of Mrs. Frank Pond of
Xenia, and the late Mr.
Frank Louderback.

Given in marriage by her
father, the bride wore an
empire gown of white vel-
vet with high, ruffled neck-
line. White crocheted lace
tri mmed the fitted bodice
and hemline of the gown.
Her sheer headpiece also was
accented with the lace.

Bridal attendants were Mrs.
Dennis Eichenauer of Celina.
the bride's sister, who was
matron of honor, and Miss
Lesa Sparks of Xenia, the
bride's cousin, who was maid
of honor.

Roger Blessing of Xenia
served as best man. Ushers

Announces
State Senator Walter "Dee"

Huddleston of Elizabethtown
announced this week he is a
candidate for the Democratic
nomination for the United
States Senate.

Huddleston, 45, served as
campaign manager for Gov.
Wendell Ford in the primary
and general elections. He
served as majority floor lead-
er in the Kentucky senate in
1970.

He is a native of Cumberland
County and operates radio sta-
tions in Elizabethtown and
Lebanon.

Former Gov, Edward Breathitt
and former Commerce Com-
missioner Katherine Peden, ear-
lier oonsidered as candidates,
said they would withdraw in fa-
vor of Huddleston.
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were Dale Louderback of
Xenia and Jim Abies of Alpha,
brothers of the bridal couple,
and Glen Allen of Xenia.

A reception in the church
Fellowship Hall followed the
ceremony. Hostesses were
Misses Sandy Ho eg. Joyce
Fraley and Kathy Agnew and
Mrs. Jack Trissel. Miss
Kathi Wolfe attended the
guest book.
The bride was graduated

from Xenia High School In
1970 and the Miami -- Jacobs
Junior College of Business in
August.

Mr. Louderback, a 1969
graduate of Xenia High
School, attended Central
State University and is em-
ployed by the Meridian Con-
struction Co. , Brookville.

They are residing at 51 E.
Harbine Ave

Prenuptial parties honor-
ing the bride included show-
ers given by Mrs. Dale Lou-
derback and Mrs. Frank Pond,
Mrs. Gene Venters and Miss
Sandy Hoog, Miss Joyce
Fraley and Mrs. Clyde Travis.

for Senate

WALTER 'DEE' HUDDLESTON


