
eight points and five boards in
the final home game of her
career.

Hollie Glenn led Edmonson
County with 22 points, including
six 3s, while Rich added 18
points.

Edmonson County will face
Butler County in the District 12
Tournament at Grayson County at
7:45 p.m. Monday. Greenwood
will meet Warren Central in the
District 14 Tournament at 6 p.m.
Tuesday.
ECHS 15 9 14 8 – 46
GHS 12 22 22 22 – 78
EC – Lindsey 3, Carnes 1, Clemmons 2, Rich 18,
Glenn 22.
GHS – Lamb 8, Mulkey 13, Pettus 5, Sunderlin 3,
Jordan 10, Dean 8, James 2, Maupin 13, Perks
14. 

Greenwood 49, 
Edmonson County 25 (boys)

The Gators were never threat-
ened, scoring the first 12 points of
the contest and coasting from
there.

“I couldn’t think of a better
way to end my regular season at
home,” said Wes Johnson, one of
six Greenwood seniors honored
before the game. “This was a big
win, our 20th win, and that means
a lot to us. We really played well
as a team.”

Johnson hit three first-quarter
3s to help the Gators build a 20-2
lead.

Greenwood (20-8) went cold in
the second period, but Edmonson
County was unable to take advan-
tage and trailed 26-11 at halftime.

The Gators erased any hopes of

a comeback late in the third quar-
ter when Nick Smith’s 3 started
an 8-0 run that made the score 40-
17. The Wildcats failed to get
closer than 18 points in the final
quarter.

“We wanted to control the
tempo tonight,” Greenwood
coach Jason Stonebraker said.
“Edmonson County doesn’t play
extremely fast where they would
get us out of our normal tempo.
What we’ll see Thursday with
Warren Central (in the District 14
Tournament) will be a different
beast. We’ve got to really under-
stand that our defense is really

going to be key.”
Johnson led the way for the

Gators with 24 points. No other
Greenwood player scored more
than five points.

Matt Caudill had eight points
to lead Edmonson County (9-18).

The Wildcats will meet Butler
County in the District 12 Tourna-
ment at Grayson County at 7:45
p.m. Tuesday. Greenwood will
face Warren Central in the Dis-
trict 14 Tournament at 7 p.m.
Thursday.
ECHS 5 6 6 8 – 25
GHS 20 6 11 12 – 49 
EC – Carnes 3, Caudill 8, T. Duvall 2, Cowles 6,
C. Duvall 4, Basil 2.
GHS – Walker 3, Bradley 3, Witthuhn 3, Smith 3,
Johnson 24, Bahic 5, Gaddie 4, Turley 4.

including an overtime loss to Louisiana-Lafayette
when the Ragin’ Cajuns had six players on the
floor to finish the game. The Hilltoppers lost their
next three games under Harper.

“Everybody was talking about this game or that
game – guys, we’ve gotten better each time out,”
Harper told the media after Thursday’s game. “You
can look at the Troy game (an 82-77 loss) and say,
‘Well, you got beat.’ Troy’s a tough matchup for us,
the way they play a little bit. We hit the wall. We
talked about it the other day. We’re still a young bas-
ketball team. We got 33 points and 22 rebounds
tonight out of two freshmen. They’re going to get
better.”

One of the freshmen Harper was referring to was
former Warren Central High School star George
Fant. Fant scored a career-high 20 points Thursday,
grabbed 10 rebounds and was 8 of 11 from the free-
throw line.

“Just play hard,” Fant said. “We have a great
leader in (junior) Jamal (Crook) – and also (senior)
Kahlil (McDonald) – and those guys at all times are
keeping me and Derrick (Gordon) down to earth and
humble the whole time. I just believe in them and
they’re going to lead us to victory again.”

He hopes that happens today in Mobile. The
Jaguars (14-10, 6-7 SBC) have played twice since
taking that 75-66 loss at E.A. Diddle Arena. Both of
those contests were wins, over Arkansas State and
Louisiana-Monroe, respectively.

South Alabama, which is 8-3 at home this year,
remains one of the top teams in the nation in
rebounds per game at 39.3 – good enough for 17th
in the country. Sophomore forward Augustine Rubit
leads the Jaguars in rebounding (8.9 per game) and
scoring (14.5 per game). He had 20 points and eight
rebounds, all offensive, when WKU and South
Alabama met Feb. 4.

“Extremely talented,” Harper said of the Jags.
“One of the premiere bigs in the league in Augustine
Rubit.

“They always play a little better at home. If we
show up and play like we’re capable of, I’ll take my
chances.”

The Tops return home next week for their final
two games, hosting Arkansas State on Thursday and
rival Middle Tennessee on Saturday.
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Space Heater Safety 

More than 25,000 residential fires are caused by space heaters in the U.S.  
every year. Approximately one-third of all house fires nationwide occur     
during the home-heating months of December, January, and February. 

 

Consider replacing older space heaters with newer, safer models. Also, look 
for features that enhance the safety of the unit including an electronic thermo-
stat which allows precise temperature control to avoid overheating. 

 

Here are some precautions when using an electric space heater: 

 Purchase only space heaters that have been safety tested and UL approved. 

 Before using a space heater, make sure your smoke detector is in good working condition. 

 Do not overload circuits. Never use extension cords or multiple plugs with a space heater. 

 Never leave space heaters unattended. Turn it off and unplug it before leaving the room or going to bed. 

 Place heater out of high-traffic areas and on  a level, hard, non-flammable floor surface—NOT on       
carpets, furniture, or countertops. 

 

 

 

 
www.wrecc.com 

WKU
AT SOUTH ALABAMA

Tipoff
7 p.m. today

Place
Mitchell Center (10,000)

Records
Western Kentucky (9-17, 5-8)
South Alabama (14-10, 6-7)

Television
WKYU–PBS/Fox College Sports

Radio
WKLX 100.7-FM

Coaches
Ray Harper (4-6, first year; 346-69 overall), Western Ken-
tucky; Ronnie Arrow (203-154, 13th year; 337-245)
overall), South Alabama.

Probable starters
WESTERN KENTUCKY
Derrick Gordon, G, 6-2 fr. (11.4 ppg, 6.3 rpg); Jamal Crook,
G, 6-3 jr. (9 ppg, 2.6 rpg); T.J. Price, G, 6-3 fr. (8.9 ppg, 4.1
rpg);  George Fant, F, 6-5 fr. (9.6 ppg, 6.6 rpg); Teeng Akol,
C, 6-11 jr. (5 ppg, 3.1 rpg).
SOUTH ALABAMA
Augutine Rubit, C, 6-6 so. (14.5 ppg, 8.9 rpg); Freddie Gold-
stein, G, 5-6 jr. (11.3 ppg, 2.7 apg); Mychal Ammons, G, 6-5
fr. (8.9 ppg, 5.8 rpg); Antoine Lundy, F, 6-5 sr. (8.7 ppg, 6.2
rpg); Trey Anderson, G, 6-3 jr. (5.6 ppg, 3.4 apg).

Series record
South Alabama leads 31-29

Last time out
Western Kentucky won 64-57 at home against Florida Atlantic
on Thursday; South Alabama won 88-86 at Louisiana-Monroe
on Feb. 11.

NBA

By PAUL J. WEBER
The Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO — So you
like NBA players plucked from
obscurity who help rejuvenate
sagging contenders? 

How’s this: The San Antonio
Spurs, winners of nine straight
and now second in the West, are
surging behind a supporting cast
nearly as anonymous as Jeremy
Lin was two weeks ago. 

“There are a lot of guys out
there who, if they get the opportu-
nity to play, take advantage of it.
Look at Danny Green,” said Spurs
guard Gary Neal, pointing toward
his equally unheralded teammate
Friday. “He played, what, seven
games his fist two years? And
now he’s a starter. That’s just the
way life works.”

It’s never worked like this in
San Antonio.

The Spurs, the NBA’s bedrock
of consistency, did fine without

Manu Ginobili for six weeks. Tim
Duncan isn’t an All-Star for the
first time, but San Antonio hasn’t
needed him to be one. Tony Park-
er is an All-Star, sure, but he has-
n’t single-handedly put the Spurs
within two games of first-place
Oklahoma City.

There’s been Green and Neal.
Rookie Kawhi Leonard and 7-
footer Tiago Splitter. Just another
revolving door of interchangeable
role players orbiting the Big
Three? 

That’s true to some extent. But
what’s unique is that the support-
ing cast in San Antonio has never
been so inexperienced: seven
players on opening day who had
three or fewer years of NBA expe-
rience. The average age of 26.9 is
the youngest in the Duncan era.

Duncan regards the group as
maybe the deepest bench that’s
ever surrounded him. 

Duncan is averaging 13.8

points and 8.3 rebounds, almost
identical to what he averaged as
an All-Star a year ago. He’s hard-
ly acted disappointed in not being
picked – the 35-year-old would
rather have the weekend resting at
home – and has been grateful for
the new crop of help around him. 

“Kawhi’s been a quick study.
Danny Green’s been thrown in the
frying pan and done a good job.
Gary Neal is trying to get back
into his rhythm after the appen-
dicitis,” Spurs coach Gregg
Popovich said. “They’re all com-
petitive guys and doing a good job
while Manu is out. It’s really
helped Tony and Tim keep us

afloat.”
Ginobili returned last weekend

after breaking his hand Jan. 2 but
still hasn’t reclaimed his starting
job from Green while easing back
into playing shape. In the mean-
time, San Antonio’s former lead-
ing scorer has conceded control to
Parker after a dazzling two
months that earned the French-
man his fourth All-Star trip. 

“He owns the team now. He
really owns them,” Ginobili said
Friday. 

Ginobili’s simply trying fit
back after the Spurs were remark-
ably fine without him. 

The Spurs went 15-7 without

Ginobili in the lineup. Before San
Antonio began its nine-game tear,
it was eighth in the Western Con-
ference. The Spurs are now sec-
ond behind the Thunder, who they
manhandled at home behind Park-
er’s 42 points before embarking
on their current nine-game road
swing.

For the past decade, the Spurs
have reigned as the NBA’s win-
ningest franchise with a proven
formula of role players surround-
ing the Big Three. Those pieces
took on an outsize role with Gino-
bili out, and have given San Anto-
nio a rare scoring balance that’s
been almost unseen since Duncan,
Ginobili and Parker began play-
ing together in 2002. 

Last season, for instance, just
23 times did someone other than
The Big Three lead the Spurs in
scoring. Thirty games through
this strike-shortened season, it’s
already happened 11 times. 

Once the high scorer was
Green, who was barely hanging
onto his spot at the end of the
bench when he scored 24 points
two games after Ginobili broke
his hand.  Neal scored 18 points
in back-to-back wins last week.
Splitter, who only scored in dou-
ble figures 10 times as a tenta-
tive rookie last season, already
has nearly double as many
games.

“The system is set up that you
can maybe go without one of the
Big Three and still be able to win
games. That’s the way the system
works,” Neal said. “With Manu
out, no one would have expected
us to win the amount of games
that we won. But with the system,
you can do what Manu did, col-
lectively. No one can do it indi-
vidually, but when you throw me,
Danny and Kawhi together, we
kind of made up for missing
Manu.”

Spurs on win streak with unlikely cast
“The system is set up that you can maybe
go without one of the Big Three and still be
able to win games. ”

Gary Neal
San Antonio Spurs guard

From Page 1B
Hilltoppers play Jaguars today in final road game of season

From Page 1B
Myers plans to start Clay, Tompkins in final games against Toledo
each other and trust each other.
Yeah, today’s opening day and
they didn’t know what to
expect ... but you won’t see
anything different tomorrow.”

Andreoli walked in the sixth
inning but was caught stealing,
and the Hilltoppers stymied
some momentum in the seventh
with a double play when junior
catcher Devin Kelly struck out
and Lavelle was caught trying to
steal third.

But WKU’s biggest moment
of the day at the plate came from
the arm with the biggest ques-
tion mark.

Sophomore pitcher Justin
Hageman, who was scratched
from his scheduled Saturday
start earlier this week, pinch hit
in the eighth inning with the
Hilltoppers down 2-1. Hageman
drove a single into right-center
field, scoring Hartle for the
game-tying run.

“He’s been battling for us, and
if you know Justin, you know
he’ll give you a good at-bat,”
said Hartle, who went 2-for-4
with two runs scored. “He’s a
hard-nosed player, and he’s not
going to give you anything. That
was really clutch.”

Hageman has been fighting
tendonitis near the elbow of his
throwing arm, Myers said, and
doesn’t have a pitch count high
enough to start right now. Myers
said the plan is to use Hageman
today in the closer role if the sit-
uation arises.

The Hilltoppers didn’t get the
chance to close Friday’s game
out, however, as Toledo
responded with three runs in the
top of the ninth.

WKU junior reliever Taylor
Haydel took over for senior and
fellow bullpen mate Ross Ham-
monds, and after recording a
strikeout with the bases loaded,
Haydel gave up the winning run
on an infield single by Toledo
outfielder Tyler Grogg.

Outfielder Jeff Cola then
knocked a bloop single that fell
in front of WKU senior right
fielder Ryan Hutchison, allow-
ing the game’s final two runs to
cross the plate.

“The hard contact was deci-
sively on our side,” Myers said.
“We hit a lot of balls right at
them. That last inning, they did a
great job with two strikes and
found some holes. They didn’t
hit the ball very hard, but it
doesn’t matter.”

The late collapse washed
away seven strong innings from
sophomore starting pitcher Tan-
ner Perkins, who gave up two
runs – one earned – and took a
no-decision.

After throwing 30 pitches in
the first two innings and giving

up two hits and two runs,
Perkins allowed two hits and no
runs the rest of the way – tossing
55 pitches over the final five
innings. He struck out three and
walked one.

Hammonds (0-1) took the loss
for WKU.

“I didn’t have my best stuff on
the mound, and that’s where the
trust factor came in with the
other guys,” Perkins said. “We
picked the tempo up while I was
out there, and the guys in the
dugout kept me in it.”

The Hilltoppers return to
action at 2 p.m. today for game
two in the series with Toledo.

Too much can’t be read into
one game in baseball, Perkins
said, which is part of WKU’s
new philosophy.

“Our big theme this year was,
‘So what? Next pitch,’ ” Perkins
said. “We were one hit away the
whole game. We had two errors,
and we need to clean that up, but
we’re right back out there again
tomorrow.”

Myers changes rotation
The Hilltoppers will break

from the scheduled weekend
rotation, Myers said, opting to

start sophomore hurler Austin
Clay on the mound today.

Freshman pitcher Ian Tomp-
kins, who was originally slated
to start today, will start Sunday’s
game in place of junior Tim
Bado, who Myers said is suffer-
ing from soreness in his forearm.

“I have faith in them,” Myers
said of Clay and Tompkins.
“They’ll throw strikes. Every-
one’s on pitch counts right now,
so the game’s not decided on
who starts. It’s who wins late in
the game.”

If Hageman were to start a
game right now, Myers said, he
would be limited to 40 pitches.
The sophomore will work out of
the bullpen until he increases his
pitch count, and the Hilltoppers
will err on the side of caution
with Hageman and Bado.

“He’s too good to try to rush,”
Myers said of Hageman. “A pre-
mium arm like that – he’ll tell
you he’s ready, but I’m not
going to send him out there to
start his game under 40 pitches. I
don’t think that’s going to put
our program in a good position.
But he’s fine. I would say if he
wasn’t.”

Pete Rodman/Daily News
Western Kentucky’s Tanner Perkins delivers a pitch Friday against
Toledo at Nick Denes Field. The Hilltoppers lost 5-2 in their season
opener.

From Page 1B
Gators led by senior Johnson’s 24 points in win over Wildcats

group. The sophomore scored a
combined 33 points in WKU’s
first 19 games, averaged 7.9
minutes and didn’t get on the
court at all four times. But in the
Lady Toppers’ last six games,
Sholtes has averaged 6.1 points
and 25 minutes per contest.

“(Cowles) is telling me to be
ready to shoot,” Sholtes said.
“She wants the ball in my hands
and being confident with it. That
helps me out.”

When WKU lost to South
Alabama two weeks ago, no
guard scored more than eight
points, and the five primary
guards recorded five assists and
10 turnovers. The Lady Toppers

led the Lady Jags with less than
two minutes to play but were
outscored by 12 in the second
half.

“They’re so good at home,”
Cowles said of South Alabama.
“They’re extremely athletic and
have a great basketball team.
Coach (Rick) Pietri coaches with
a lot of energy and passion, and
that’s a tough place to go. But I
like where we are right now.”

Junior guard Mansa El leads
South Alabama in scoring with
12.3 points per game, but senior
guard Sarda Peterson scored a
game-high 16 points the last time
the teams met.

The Lady Jags are one of four

teams to outrebound WKU this
season. The Lady Toppers, cur-
rently seeded fifth in the Sun Belt
East Division, are still alive for a
seed as high as three, with South
Alabama and Florida Internation-
al ahead of them.

That would take some help
from the teams in front, but
Cowles said WKU can help its
own cause.

“We’re not there,” Cowles
said. “I don’t think this team is
going to be satisfied at all with
what we’re doing. They know
we’ve got to continue to work
hard. But we are improving and
not taking steps back at this
point.”

From Page 1B
WKU currently seeded fifth in Sun Belt East Division

Joe Imel/Daily News
Greenwood’s Wes Johnson passes the ball Friday past Edmonson
County’s Tyler Thompson at GHS. The Gators won 49-25.


