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DUSTIN by Jeff Parker and Steve Kelley

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE
by Hank Ketcham

HI AND LOIS by Brian and Greg Walker

PICKLES by Brian Crane

JUMP START by Robb Armstrong

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

ZITS by Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BLONDIE by Dean Young and Stan Drake

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

BRIDGE by Steve Becker

HOROSCOPE by Frances Drake

CRYPTOGRAM 
by Bob Johnson and Mary Margolies

su|do|ku by Dave Green

ACROSS
1 What a matador waves
5 Gung-ho
9 Home in the woods
10 Sheet material
12 — acids
13 Rodeo rope
14 Snake-haired Gorgon
16 Decimal base
17 Get ready, for short
18 Moolah
21 Down in the dumps
22 Sudden
23 Cockpit worker
24 Go for a closeup
26 Jewel
29 “No kidding”
30 Stalagmite setting
31 Exalted poem
32 Fanatic
34 Extra set of cards
37 Penniless
38 Patriot’s bird
39 Tree-harming beetle
40 Hand over
41 Downhill coaster

DOWN
1 Studio shooter
2 Tolerated
3 Locker poster
4 Adam’s grandson
5 Everything
6 By way of
7 Shoe part
8 Arid expanse
9 Tent cities
11 Forbidden act
15 Commercial campaign
19 Steel ingredient
20 Squirrel snack

22 Goals
23 “The Raven” writer
24 Stellar signs
25 Nervous
26 In abundance
27 Drew out
28 Yard plus a bit
29 Hockey’s Gordie
30 Yule song
33 Diminishes
35 Antique
36 Petite

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

A questionable bid can come 
back to haunt the perpetrator in 
many ways. It might, for exam-
ple, cause the partnership to go 
overboard during the bidding, or 
to double an opposing contract 
that cannot be defeated. It 
might also lure partner into mis-
defending during the play.

A case in point is this deal 
from the 1988 Spingold team 

championship. North-South 
were Jeff Meckstroth and Eric 
Rodwell, pitted against Norman 
Kay, West, and Edgar Kaplan, 
East.

After Rodwell had opened 
with one heart, Kay elected to 
make a light takeout double, no 
doubt influenced by the favor-
able vulnerability. When Meck-
stroth leaped to four hearts, 
Kaplan, holding the best hand at 
the table, expressed his doubt 
that declarer could make that 
contract.

Kay led the king of diamonds, 
and Kaplan overtook with 
the ace in order to shift to his 
singleton spade. He planned to 
split his trump honors when a 
heart was led from the table, win 
the next heart and then put Kay 
in with the ace of clubs to gain 
a spade ruff. These four tricks 
plus the king of clubs would 
yield a 500-point set.

But Kay did not have the 
ace that Kaplan thought he 
had to have for his double, and 
disaster ensued. After winning 

the spade return with dummy’s 
king, Rodwell led a trump to the 
queen and ace, and conceded 
a trump to the king. Kaplan re-
turned a club, but, unfortunate-
ly, Rodwell produced the ace.

Declarer drew the last trump, 
cashed the Q-A of spades and 
ruffed a spade. He then ruffed a 
diamond and discarded a club 
on dummy’s established spade 
to make his contract for a score 
of 790 points.

Had Kaplan shifted to a club 
at trick two, as he no doubt 
would have without Kay’s 
double, declarer would have had 
to lose two clubs, a heart and a 
diamond for down one.

At the other table, Kaplan-
Kay’s teammates, sitting North-
South, defeated five diamonds 
doubled one trick for plus 100. 
Their team thus lost a net of 
690 points instead of gaining 
300, a swing of nearly 1,000 
points on the play of just one 
card.

Tomorrow: A question of 
probabilities.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Start this week off with the awareness 

that you can improve your earnings this year. 
No question. Think of ways you can do this.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
With lucky moneybags Jupiter still in your 

sign, you are blessed! This is a fortunate year 
for you, so make the most of it. (Good things 
easily come your way.)

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
This year is unusually spiritual for you. 

Perhaps you will have experiences or meet 
teachers who inspire you. (Or perhaps you 
are coming to these new ideas all on your 
own.)

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Work with others this year, because 

people can benefit you. Form working units 
or partnerships. Join clubs, groups and or-
ganizations.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
This is one of the best years in more than 

a decade for you to make a good name for 
yourself. This year (and next), many Leos will 
put their name up in lights.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Grab every chance to travel and explore 

educational opportunities. Publishing, the 
law, medicine and the media are areas where 
you can make great headway.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
This is a wonderful year to benefit from 

others, and this includes banks. Ask for 
mortgages, loans or assistance, because you 
just might get it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Partnerships and close friendships are 

beautifully blessed this year. Count your 
lucky stars. This is a wonderful year to get 
married.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Continue to look for ways to improve your 

job or to get a better job, because they cer-
tainly exist for you this year. You can improve 
your health as well. Lucky you!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Romance, love affairs, travel for pleasure, 

vacations and anything having to do with the arts will bring 
you great joy this year. Romance could blossom with some-
one from another country or a different culture.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Look for real-estate opportunities to share. You can im-

prove your home life, your home and certainly your family 
relationships.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
This is a good year for you, because it’s easy for you to 

think positively! This is important, because you tend to ma-
terialize what you believe will actually happen. (This means 
your aptitude for visualization is powerful!)

YOU BORN TODAY
You are straightforward, simple and spontaneous. You 

have the direct honesty of a child. You like to work at your 
own pace, and often withdraw to do whatever involves you 
because you’re happy in your own solitude. You’re careful 
when choosing your friends. You’re also reliable and respon-
sible. You will love your year ahead because you have an op-
portunity to discover or learn something important.

  


