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THE CLUES POINT THE WAY
BY STEVE BECKER
South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ 7 6 5
♥ 6 3 2
♦ A Q 8 4
♣ 10 7 3

WEST EAST
♠ A J ♠ Q 10 9 8
♥ J 7 5 ♥ K
♦ K J 10 ♦ 7 6 5 3 2
♣ Q J 9 8 4 ♣ K 6 5

SOUTH
♠ K 4 3 2
♥ A Q 10 9 8 4
♦ 9
♣ A 2

The bidding:
South West North East
1 ♥ Dble Pass 1 ♠
2 ♥ Pass Pass 3 ♦
3 ♥ Pass 4 ♥ Dble 
Opening lead -- queen of 
clubs.

The secret of good 
declarer play lies mostly 
in visualizing how the 
unseen cards are divided 
and putting this knowledge 

to effective use. The clues 
that furnish declarer with 
a picture of the opposing 
hands can come from the 
bidding, the play or both. 

Consider this deal where 
declarer failed to process the 
many clues available. It was 
played in the South Africa-
Ireland match at the 1960 
World Team Olympiad.  

The South African 
declarer got to four hearts 
doubled as shown, and 
West led the club queen. 
South won with the ace, 
cashed the ace of trumps, 
felling East's king, then led 
a diamond and successfully 
finessed the queen. 

After discarding a club 
on the ace of diamonds, 
declarer led a spade to 
the king, losing to the ace. 
South eventually lost two 
more spades and a trump 
trick and finished down 
one, -200 points. He was 
able to ruff his fourth spade 
in dummy to prevent an 

even greater loss. 
South's early plays were 

certainly correct. The 
diamond finesse, though 
dangerous, was necessary, 
but after it succeeded South 
should have reassessed his 
prospects and made the 
contract. 

It was a serious mistake 
to lead a spade to the king 
at trick five. To play a spade 
from dummy was surely 
right, but to play the king 
was surely wrong. South 
should have placed West 
with the spade ace for his 
takeout double, because 
East had already turned up 
with the king of hearts and 
(by inference from West's 
opening lead) king of clubs. 

Had South played a low 
spade on East's eight at 
trick five and later played a 
low spade again, he would 
have gained a spade trick 
and made the contract. He 
also would have been 990 
points to the better.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

Friday's answer

BY JACQUELINE BIGAR
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Aquarius and a Moon 
in Cancer.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 
Sunday, Feb. 5, 2012:

You are about 
accomplishment this year. 
If that is what feels good 
to you, great, but try not to 
judge people in the same 
way. They have other 
priorities. A partner and/
or those close to you could 
be very difficult unless you 
accept the differences that 
exist between you. Stay even 
and centered through good 
diet, exercise and health 
management. If you are 
single, you fall into a very 
intense relationship. If you 
are attached, the two of you 
create far more sparks than 
in recent years. CANCER 
wants you to take care of 
yourself. 

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 

19) ★★★★ You finally 
channel all your frustrated 
energy into a positive outlet. 
Somehow you get your 
message heard, but on the 
other hand, so does the 
other party. This person lets 
you know what he or she 
thinks. Get into teamwork, 
and give up the role of 
crusader. Tonight: Be happy 
to be home.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20)★★★★★ You finally 
figure out how to get a 
project off the ground. You 
might have been challenged 
by others' reactions lately. 
Finally, someone decides 
to pitch in. Get past "mine 
is the only way" type of 
thinking. Much will change 
as a result. Tonight: Hang 
out happily.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20)★★★★ You could go 
on a spending spree in the 
name of your home and 
lifestyle. You need to play 
Ralph Nader and do some 
price comparison. Domestic 
matters are accentuated. 

C M Y K C M Y K

The Family Circus

Tonight: The unexpected 
appeals to you.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22)★★★★★ Whatever your 
plans, you finally get them 
going. Honor a need to 
move around a lot, which 
is innate with your sign. If 
you stay put, you might find 
your frustration building. 
What better time to sign up 
for a yoga or Pilates class? 
Tonight: At a neighborhood 
haunt.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)★★ 
Stand back and gather more 
information. If you feel 
lucky and can afford to take 
a risk, go for it. Whether your 
luck points to a call you have 
been avoiding or buying a 
lottery ticket, it makes no 
difference. Keep your own 
counsel. Tonight: You need 
a good night's sleep.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22)★★★★★ Take action 
early in the day. You know 
what you must accomplish 
or with whom you must get 
together. Free up as much 
extra time as you want. A 
friend makes it clear that he 
or she would like you to join 
him or her. Tonight: Pretend 
tomorrow isn't Monday.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ Take a stand if you 
must, but expect to lead and 
accept extra responsibility. 
An older relative or friend 
calls. This person really 
misses you. Think about 
how you would feel in his or 
her place, and you will know 
what to say. Tonight: A must 
appearance.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★★ Read between 
the lines. How you see a 
situation could be much 
different from many others. 
Who do you have to please 
anyway? Ask yourself that 
question. Let another push 
as much as he or she wants; 
you will always remain your 
own person. Tonight: Allow 
creativity to flow.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21)★★★★ A close 
friend or loved one invites 
you to join in on a key 
project. Your ability to relate 
on a totally different level 
emerges, pointing to a better 
relationship. An authority 
figure becomes inordinately 
difficult. Tonight: Only with 
a favorite person.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19)★★★★ Defer 
to others. Provide the 
acceptance they need in 
order to feel comfortable. 
On some level, you could 
be startled by what others 
reveal. Go down the path of 
being nonreactive. Detach. 
Tonight: Off to the movies, 
or invite others over for 
dinner.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18)★★★ Whatever you 
have been putting off and 
might need a helping hand 
to complete, the time is 
now. Whether in the mood 
to get the house cleared of 
the winter celebrations or 
just organizing closets is 
your call. Visit with a child 
or loved one. Tonight: Go 
along with another person's 
request.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20)★★★★★ You cannot 
help but smile as your 
imagination takes an 
interpersonal situation to 
another level. Whether you 
choose to express everything 
that is on your mind is up 
to you. This person could 
be very touchy, and the less 
said the better. Tonight: Let 
your hair down.

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.


