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ject to editing for length, 
form and content. Letters 
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mailed to Letters to the Edi-
tor, The State Journal, 1216 
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rherron@state-journal.com.

Baptist army 
mobilizes

To the Editor:
I found on the Internet 

numerous articles about 
Kentucky Baptist preach-
ers’ and their congregations’ 
opposition to the proposal 
to open Kentucky to casino 
gambling which could soon 
be introduced to the Sen-
ate. It was clear from the on-
line articles that the Bap-
tists were in the process of 
mounting a statewide war 
on the possibility of even al-
lowing a vote on casino-type 
gambling in Kentucky.

According to the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention 
website there are at least 
2,400 autonomous Baptist 
churches with a total mem-
bership of nearly 780,000 
people.  That’s nearly “a Mil-
lion Man Army” to borrow a 
phrase we’ve heard in re-
cent years. If even a fraction 
of these Baptist “preach-
er warriors” begin to call 
or mail their state govern-
ment representatives it will 
seem to the good legislators 
as if the majority of people 
in Kentucky are against ca-
sino gambling, which isn’t 
necessarily the case. A Jan. 
2 article on The Times Tri-
bune of Corbin stated that 
87 percent of “frequent vot-
ers” favor putting the ques-
tion of Kentucky casino-
type gambling on the ballot 
for a vote. One would have to 
think that more than a few 
of the 780,000 Baptists, un-
beknown to their preachers, 
are part of that 87 percent 
wishing to have a chance 
to vote on Kentucky casino 
gambling.

Passing the casino gam-
bling bill during this cur-
rent economic downturn 
would certainly mean hun-
dreds of badly needed new 
jobs and more tax revenue 
for Kentucky. A 2007 arti-
cle titled “The Big Gamble” 
from Louisville Magazine 
stated a study had revealed 
that “$232 million in tax 
revenue was generated at 
Indiana and Illinois casinos 

by Kentucky gamblers last 
year which means that they 
had gambled nearly $650 
million.”  Can you imagine 
how much easier it would 
be to balance a Kentucky 
state budget right now if we 
had kept that kind of tax rev-
enue in Kentucky over the 
last four years instead of giv-
ing it to neighboring  states?

It may be so that Baptist 
preachers and their congre-
gations oppose casino gam-
bling in Kentucky. I would 
suggest that instead of try-
ing to prevent Kentuckians 
that wish to stay in Kentucky 
and partake in casino gam-
bling that the Baptists would 
remember that they them-
selves would not be forced 
to gamble if they didn’t want 
to.  

And I would hope that our 
state representatives would 
realize that it’s wrong to de-
prive Kentucky of hundreds 
of new jobs and millions of 
dollars in tax revenue be-
cause one particular church 
denomination opposes it.
PHIL GREER
Frankfort

Why not silent 
public prayer?

To the Editor:
With regard to recent con-

cern about the content of an 
opening prayer in the Gen-
eral Assembly, I believe the 
root of this problem is above 
and beyond the specific leg-
islation referenced.  Political 
issues are being addressed 
vocally in God’s name to 
our legislators, regardless of 
their or their constituents’ 
beliefs.

We have struggled in the 
last few decades with spoken 
prayer in public schools and 
at public events.  I have never 
understood the need for spo-
ken prayer in places other 
than churches and denom-
inational-related schools or 
events. Yet we continue to 
have spoken prayer in our 
state legislature. It would 
be more ethical to open the 
session with a moment of 
silence, so all present could 
spend that time in prayer or 
meditation using their own 
words and thoughts.   

When I pray, I do so si-
lently while also listening in 
silence. If someone is using 
all the prayer time speak-
ing, there is no time for lis-
tening. 

 Most of us are capable 
of using the gift of spiritu-
ality if we choose to do so. 
Nobody can stop anybody 
from praying silently. A child 
can pray at any time  he/she 
chooses throughout the 
school day and any adult can 
pray whenever and wherev-
er  he/she desires. I believe 
our state legislators are cer-
tainly capable of praying or 
meditating silently as well, 
rather than being led in spo-
ken prayer with a political 
agenda.  
JANE MCCORD
Frankfort

Parking garage 
is necessary

To the Editor:
In regards to the rejection 

of joint ownership with the 
city of the St. Clair parking 
garage by the Fiscal Court, 
do they not realize that the 
health of downtown Frank-
fort insures the health of the 
county and vice versa?

The garage has been 
closed way too long, and I 
think it has affected people’s 
comfort and desire to come 
downtown in the evenings 
and weekends. When I am 
coming downtown to volun-
teer at The Grand Theatre, I 
am afraid to park in the iso-
lated parking garage at the 
end of Ann Street.  There are 
just so many parking places 
near the theater, and I find 
myself coming to town ear-
lier than required just to find 
a close parking spot so that I 
do not have far to walk when 
coming out later in the eve-
ning.

In March when volun-
teering at the theater, my  2-
month-old new car was hit 
when parked across from 
the courthouse in a park-
ing space near the Singing 
Bridge. A car came flying 
across the bridge and onto 
St. Clair and the driver could 
not control the car and hit 
my car causing major dam-
age to my car and a major 
disruption of my life.  If I 
had been in a garage, my car 
would have been safer.  

With the new businesses 
downtown and all the activ-
ities at The Grand, central-
ized parking is not a choice, 
but a necessity. I think lack 
of parking contributed to 
a great restaurant leaving 
St. Clair St. recently. In our 
present economy, all gov-
ernment agencies need to be 
pulling together to keep our 
community vital and grow-
ing and not working on be-
ing segregated.  
LYNN CRUZ
Frankfort

Wilder’s on 
people’s side

To the Editor:
In defense of Commis-

sioner Sellus Wilder, he was 
merely following the policies 
and principles of the City of 
Frankfort.

Mr. Wilder has found out 
that the “Good Old Boys” 
club will be difficult to break 
up or improve. His argu-
ment was not a personal at-
tack against anyone, it was 
legally justified; only city 
policies and the unlawful 
incident surrounding it were 
discussed. He said nothing 
“personal” about the solici-
tor or the city manager and 
the citizens need to know 
how things are handled in 
their town.

With all due respect to 
the good mayor, city regu-
lations must be followed, 
and we know he was trying 
to keep the peace during 
the meeting. But enough is 
enough. Not only does Mr. 
Wilder possess the qualities 
of an aggressive leader who 
believes in transparent gov-

ernment for the people, he 
will follow the rules intend-
ed to keep this city flowing 
smoothly. Favoritism in any 
governing body backfires, as 
we have seen, and can end 
up being costly.

Public viewing is what we 
need more of, and Mr. Wild-
er refuses to back down. He 
represents the people, not 
government interests. Either 
a town is run efficiently and 
to the book, or it isn’t.
JAY M. HUGHES
Frankfort

Dependency 
is no solution

To the Editor:
Last week’s letter by Phil 

Greer, “Republicans lack 
empathy,” should have been 
titled, “Democrats lack un-
derstanding of the U.S. Con-
stitution.” It is apparent that 
Mr. Greer and his like-mind-
ed Democrats do not under-
stand the limited powers 
of the federal government. 
While programs like food 
stamps, housing and un-
employment insurance are 
noble ideas, the truth is they 
fall outside of the scope of 
powers given to the govern-
ment.

The Constitution lists 
powers given to the feder-
al government. None of the 
programs mentioned by Mr. 
Greer fall into any of those 
powers. He writes that Re-
publicans are against wel-
fare, food stamps, govern-
ment housing and other pro-
grams designed to help the 
poor. Republicans are not 
against poor people. They 
are against government pro-
grams that keep people in 
generational poverty. 

Republicans are not 
against the elderly working 
class and poor because they 
oppose programs like So-
cial Security, Medicare, or 
Medicaid. Nowhere in the 
Constitution is the federal 
government given the pow-
er to provide a retirement or 
health care plan. Social Se-
curity has become the sole 
retirement for too many 
people. What happened to 
personal responsibility and 
having people save and plan 
for their retirement? Un-
less Mr. Greer has been liv-
ing under a rock for the past 
few years, he must be aware 
of the current Social Secu-
rity fiasco and the fact the 
program will collapse un-
less serious reform is under-
taken soon. As for Medicare 
and Medicaid, I see daily the 
abuse and fraud in those 
programs. Republicans are 
against programs which en-
trap the more vulnerable 
members of society into a 
cycle of dependency upon 
the federal government for 
their existence. 

Mr. Greer says that Re-
publicans are unable to 
empathize with the unem-
ployed and are against what 
I assume is the federal pro-
gram of unemployment 
benefits. Again, sir, I must 
challenge you and your like-
minded Democrats to show 
me where in the Constitu-
tion the federal government 
derives this power. The best 

way to help the unemployed 
is to employ them. This can 
only be done by creating an 
atmosphere that encourages 
job growth. This is accom-
plished by giving business-
es the tools they need to ex-
pand and hire more workers, 
not tax them out of business 
or cripple them with endless 
and mindless regulations.

As painful as it may be for 
Mr. Greer and others to ac-
cept, the fact remains that 
the federal government does 
not have the power to imple-
ment the programs men-
tioned above. He and his 
like-minded Democrats can 
take heart though, because 
the Tenth Amendment gives 
the states the right to imple-
ment such programs if they 
so choose. The government 
closest to the people is the 
one that better understands 
their needs and is in the best 
position to help accord-
ingly. True prosperity lies 
not in the federal govern-
ment but in the hearts of all 
Americans who still believe 
in the ideals put forth by our 
founding fathers. I hope that 
we have the courage to re-
turn to those values and be-
liefs. Only then will America 
be the country it once was.
STEVE CLARK
Frankfort

Republicans 
get bad rap

To the Editor:
Once again, a letter writ-

er has exhibited bigotry by 
lumping Republicans to-
gether and tagging them 
with a negative label. To in-
sinuate that all Republicans 
lack empathy is ignorant 
at best. It would be just as 
wrong to say that all Demo-
crats are socialists.

Many Republicans have 
empathy for small business 
owners and working peo-
ple who want the freedom 
to fulfill their dreams. They 
also care deeply for the fu-
ture generations who will 
not have Social Security or 
Medicare because under the 
present system, there will be 
no funds. Republicans have 
shown their empathy over 
the years by consistently giv-
ing more time and money to 
charity than Democrats. Re-
publicans give of themselves 
while some Democrats seem 
to prefer that someone else 
do the giving. Many Repub-
licans also show empathy 
for the unborn child by op-
posing abortion except in 
the case of rape or incest. 
Pregnancy doesn’t occur by 
accident so the mother and 
father should accept respon-
sibility for the child rather 
than killing it.

It is obvious from past 
letters that the people who 
support President Obama 
and hate Republicans are 
afraid to stand on their own 
and need the government to 
guarantee a secure future 
for them. They are willing 
to trade freedom for a false 
sense of security. They want 
to tax the rich and in doing 
so give the wealthy control 
of their lives.

 It would seem that some 
fools believe that poverty is 

the result of greed. In other 
words, the welfare recipient 
is poor because Bill Gates 
is rich. By using this type of 
logic, my neighbor is thin 
because I’m fat. Is there is 
a limited amount of money 
and food in the world? These 
same people also seem to 
believe that the government 
can somehow correct this 
situation even though at-
tempts since Lyndon John-
son’s “Great Society” have 
failed. Giveaway programs 
do not lead to increased pro-
ductivity and prosperity.

 The truth is both Repub-
licans and Democrats have 
empathy for others and love 
this country. The main dif-
ference between them is 
that Democrats believe the 
government can solve their 
problems whereas Republi-
cans think the best solutions 
come from private citizens. 
We face an election year in 
which the President cannot 
run on his record so he’s at-
tempting to create division 
in the country through class 
warfare. He believes that 
this along with his snake oil 
salesmanship will win him 
a second term. He’s not con-
cerned about the country 
but only with being a “big 
shot” and flying around the 
world on Air Force One.
MATT SHUY
Frankfort

Death penalty 
fatally flawed

To the Editor:
In response to your article 

appearing in Jan. 26 edition 
of The State Journal, “Local 
prosecutor not in favor of 
stop to death penalty,” Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Lar-
ry Cleveland argues some-
what blindly that the “judi-
cial branch already has the 
power to correct these con-
cerns.” He hasn’t read the 
American Bar Association 
report or even a summary, 
or just plain doesn’t get what 
the report is trying to do. The 
report recommends a mora-
torium because Kentucky 
is doing so many things 
wrong that only the execu-
tive and legislative branches 
can address. Yes, the judicial 
branch is catching some of 
the errors; unfortunately it 
is also making some of the 
missteps.

 If Cleveland had attended 
the hearing, he would have 
heard legislators concerned 
about “swift and certain” 
justice being the key ele-
ments to any law being a de-
terrent, and the facts point to 
a legal malaise in death pen-
alty cases. It is a poisonous 
stew and it is exactly why a 
moratorium is recommend-
ed. If police interrogation, 
forensic experts, evidence 
storage, public defender 
training, prosecutor train-
ing, judge and jury training, 
leveling racial and economic 
hurdles, etc., were standard-
ized statewide, then the judi-
cial system could administer 
a swifter and more certain 
justice. Kentucky wouldn’t 
have repeated trial after tri-
al, appeal after appeal and a 
60 percent error rate in ad-
ministering the death pen-
alty.     
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