
named interim executive direc-
tor.

KCDC unanimously approved 
hiring Sarah Schultze, a market-
ing proposal specialist with DLZ 
Kentucky since 2004, at $12 per 
hour without benefi ts at a special 
called meeting Friday.

The position is seasonal, 
meaning Schultze will work up 
to nine months at 37.5 hours per 
week. Interim Executive Director 
Kim Smith said she received eight 
resumes and interviewed three.

The hire could become perma-

nent if Smith, formerly KCDC’s 
administrative assistant, has the 
interim tag lifted or the develop-
ment authority wants to add per-
sonnel, Smith said.

If Schultze is hired full-time, 
KCDC’s board said it would look 
into paying retirement benefi ts 
beginning at her original start 
date.

Smith said Schultze’s recent 
certifi cation as a Community De-
velopment Block Grant adminis-
trator and her experience in mar-
keting helped her candidacy.

KCDC decided to hire tempo-
rary help now that Smith is the 
development authority’s interim 
director after the board declined 
to renew former director Ralph 
Tharp’s one-year contract last 
fall.

“We need to get somebody 
here in the offi ce to pick up some 
of the things that I can’t do,” said 
Smith, who was named interim 
director in January as the board 
searches for a new leader.
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Are City Commission incumbents in peril? 
Yes ®  No ®
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote and return to
The State Journal.
Last week’s question:
Who has a better chance of defeating 
President Obama, Newt Gingrich or Mitt 
Romney? 
Gingrich, 34% Romney, 65% 
Total votes, 212

WEEKLY POLL
City elections

More than $120 
in coupons inside

BY MARTIN BOOE
SPECIAL TO THE STATE JOURNAL

Fathering a child is one thing, but be-
ing a father is quite another. John Booe 

was not my biological 
father, but the role he 
assumed in my life 
when he married 
my mother on Oct. 3, 
1964, was something 
far more profound 
than the act of siring. 
He became my dad. 
And over time, our 
family came to refer 
to the anniversary 
as “the day we all got 

married.”
And it was. He legally adopted my 

younger brother and me. My parents 
took their honeymoon in New York, 
where dad had lived for several years 
while working for Dupont. The hon-
eymoon was a success. My sister, Ruth 
Hanly Booe, was born nine months to 
the day after the wedding, a fact that my 
mother has ever since kept in her social 
holster with a certain amount of sly sat-
isfaction. 

In an interview I did for this newspa-
per many years ago, the venerable Ken-
tucky historian Thomas Clark told me 
something that always stuck with me. 
“Kentuckians always come home,” he 
said, adding, “I don’t know where we’re 
going to put them all.” So it was with my 
dad, and so it is with me. Where are you 
going to put me? The question is bigger 
than the issue of mere physical loca-
tion.

Dad was drafted into World War II. It 
ended, as I recall, on his last day of boot 
camp, and he spent a halcyon two years 
in Italy and Greece. He returned home 
and attended the University of Ken-
tucky on the G.I. bill, graduating in 1951 

BY KEREN HENDERSON
KHENDERSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

S
usan Hart gasped 
for what she thought 
were her last breaths. 
She was being rushed 

from Frankfort to Lexing-
ton in an ambulance. Tears 
fl ooded her cheeks. 

She said goodbye to her 
best friend, Becca McRae, 
who was at her side.

Frankfort doctors couldn’t 
fi gure out why Hart, a healthy 
38-year-old, was crashing. 
Her husband, Ed, had found 
her unresponsive in their 
Frankfort home four days be-
fore the ambulance ride.

Most of Hart’s near-death 
experience is a blur, but she 
vividly remembers the morn-
ing her husband revived her – 
Jan. 26, 2011.

She was sick – doctors said 
it was pneumonia, and she 
passed out in a rocking chair 
in their home. When she re-
gained consciousness, her 
terrifi ed husband was bent 
down, looking her in the eyes. 
He had resuscitated her.

“You’re breathing!” he 
screamed.

She took a deep breath 
and concluded, “I think I had 
a seizure.”

“No,” he said. “I think you 
just died.”

Battling to live
Four days later, Hart was 

rushed from Frankfort Re-
gional Medical Center, 
where her condition rapidly 
declined, to Central Baptist 
Hospital in Lexington. She 
was in full respiratory fail-
ure, and the doctors at Cen-
tral Baptist were baffl ed.

“She wasn’t responding to 
antibiotics, and she couldn’t 

John Booe

Savoring her second chance
H2O owner is giving back after cheating death last year

Candyman, 
his family, 
lived the 
sweet life 

John Booe 1927-2012

Selfless father and friend 
opened doors for many

Susan Hart, photographed 
at a time friends and fam-
ily weren’t sure she would 
live, is deeply sedated and 
breathing with the help of 
a ventilator in the Inten-
sive Care Unit at Central 
Baptist Hospital in Lexing-
ton inJanuary 2011.

PHOTO SUBMITTED 
BY KATE BALLARD

Susan Hart, own-
er of H2O Salon, 
sits at her station 
at the Versailles 
Road salon. 
Hart survived a 
respiratory illness 
that nearly killed 
her, giving her 
the inspiration to 
do more for her 
community.

TRICIA SPAULDING/
TSPAULDING@STATE-
JOURNAL.COM

See BOOE, A7

See HART, A11

Killer’s lawyer makes tearful release plea
She says Lionel McGrapth ‘has become like family,’ needs treatment for diabetes

FRANKLIN CIRCUIT COURT

KCDC unanimously approves hiring temporary assistant

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A public defender says her 
client – con-
victed of the 
2010 murder of 
Tommy McK-
inney – has 
become like 
family. During 
a shock proba-
tion hearing 
for 33-year-
old Lionel Mc-
Grapth, public 

defender Kristin Gonzalez fought 
tears while arguing for his re-
lease, saying he needs  treatment 
for his diabetes. 

“Something I want to argue 
is, if the court were to ever take a 
chance on anyone it would be Li-
onel,” said Gonzalez.

However, Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Larry Cleveland says 
McGapth “had every opportuni-
ty to walk away that night.”

“I think granting shock pro-
bation in this case would unduly 
depreciate the seriousness of this 

offense,” Cleveland said. “I think 
it would undo all of the efforts we 
try to do here every week to try to 
bring justice to this county.”

McGrapth, of Versailles, emp-
tied the clip of his Glock .45 hand-
gun, fi ring 12 shots and hitting 
McKinney, who owned a tattoo 
parlor, fatally in the chest. The 
shooting began as a dispute over 
a vehicle title outside McKinney’s 
Holmes Street residence. 

The July 2010 trial ended in a 
hung jury and after that, Gonza-
lez says McGrapth, who had been 

released for more than a year, 
never had a violation. It was ac-
knowledged that the court had 
him under “strict” release condi-
tions though – including curfew 
and random drug screens. 

Then in March, McGrapth 
pleaded guilty to reckless homi-
cide and was sentenced to fi ve 
years in jail. He was denied pro-
bation in August and parole in 
October.

Before Friday’s hearing in 
Franklin Circuit Court, Mc-

Lionel McGrapth See PLEA, A8

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

The Kentucky Capital Devel-
opment Corporation has hired a 
temporary administrative assis-
tant to manage offi ce work now 
that its former assistant has been 

She’ll fill the former 
shoes of interim 
director Kim Smith

See KCDC, A8


