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For ages 10 & older Camera strap

Book scanner

Microphone for 
phones

 ‘NBA Baller Beats’
What do you get when you combine 
basketball dribbling with a rhythm-
based music game like “Guitar Hero”? 
The answer is “NBA Baller Beats,” a 
motion-sensing game designed to 
work with Kinect for Xbox 360. As long 
as you have enough space in your TV 
room and don’t mind the noise of a 

ships with a full-size Spalding NBA 

to be fun and a great workout. “NBA 
Baller Beats” has you choose a favor-

pro) and songs from popular hip-hop 

the screen, you must bounce the ball 
in time with the beat. Like other music 
games, you’ll be graded on your 
performance by receiving points and 

you’ll earn achievements and unlock 

rewards. But be sure to have a large 
playing space, and move anything 
delicate or valuable out of the way. 
Rating:
lyrics.
Platform: Kinect for Microsoft Xbox 
360.
Publisher: Majesco Entertainment, 
www.nbaballerbeats.com.
Price: $59.99.

For ages 3 & older 
 ‘Kinect Sesame Street TV’

“Kinect Sesame Street TV” presents 
eight special 30-minute episodes of 
“Sesame Street” put together from 
the 2011-12 season. Broken into 
two discs, Volume 1 presents four 
episodes about growing up, while 
Volume 2 focuses on science. As 
preschoolers watch an episode of 
“Sesame Street,” they’ll see newly 
added content that allows them to be 
brought into the action. This includes 
a new Muppet named Cooper, who 
serves as host. The interactivity takes 
many formats. For example, in the 
episode “Elmozilla,” kids meet Cooper 
monster’s friend Mirror. The mirror ac-

Kids stand and line up in the mirror 
to activate some of the interactive 
games. “Kinect Sesame Street TV” 
takes learning to a whole new partici-
patory level for kids. Two children, or a 

parent and child, can play this game 
together.
Rating:
Platform: Kinect for Microsoft Xbox 
360.
Publisher: Microsoft Studios,  
www.xbox.com.
Price: $29.99.

 When attached to your backpack, Sun Snip-

messenger bags, the Strap Surfer -- turns 
your backpack into a camera strap that 
provides quick access to your camera for 
impromptu shots. Both straps con-
tain a stainless ball-bearing camera 
connector that secures the camera, a 
shock-absorbing system that cush-
ions the camera’s bounces and an 
inner-steel wire that deters thieves with 
scissors.
Available: www.amazon.com
Price: $55.56 for backpack strap, 
$80.99 for messenger bag.

a book to make copies will appreci-
ate the maneuverability of the IRIScan 
Book 2 portable scanner. Designed 
to move across a page, the handheld 
scanner can capture the words on the 
curved part of a book’s spine. Set-up 

-
ies into the device, insert the microSD 
card and turn it on. Once the scan 

is complete, download the scanned 
images to a computer or tablet via the 
included USB drive or the micro SC 
card.
Available: www.amazon.com.
Price: $97.98.

Mikey Digital, a plug-and-play stereo 
microphone. Also designed to plug 

you catch polished recordings while 
listening to a live concert or making a 
video. Equipped with two condenser 
capsules and a multi-source input 
jack, the mike also has an adapter that 
can be plugged directly into a guitar 
or bass for recording an instrumental. 

As the audio records, an LED indicator 
warns when the volume level is distort-
ing the sound, allowing corrections to 

Available: www.amazon.com
Price: $104.99.

Smart TVs offer Web browsing, instant streaming

Expanded 
horizons

USA TODAY

S
mart TVs are more than just a way to watch the newest 

the Web, check local weather, stream a movie and play a 
slideshow of your last family vacation.

 Nearly every television will play back photos and music, but Toshiba’s 1080p 3-D 
$1,599.99 at http://us.toshiba.com.

 The VIZIO E552VLE 55-inch LCD TV is a great option 
for streaming. It’s relatively inexpensive, and its remote 
control makes access to a streaming service as simple as 
pressing a button. $1,039.99 at http://store.vizio.com. 

HDTV contains a speedy Web browser with a dual-core proces-
$2,499.99 for a 

55-inch screen at http://shop.panasonic.com.

 The Samsung 

plasma HDTV, gives 
viewers easy access 
to Samsung’s Smart 
Hub, which lets you 
use apps, search for 
content and access 
your social net-
works from the set. 
$1,697.99 for a 51-
inch screen at Sears.


