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No matter what you plan to 
buy, timing is everything
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I am a fan of the Univer-
sity of Kentucky basketball 
teams, both men’s and wom-
en’s. But I can’t be described 
as a fanatic.

Back in my day  I played 
the game with 12 players on 
the court, six on each team. 
But on each team, three play-
ers were relegated to one end 
of the court as the offense 
and three more at the other 
end playing defense. No one 
on either team could cross 
half-court.

I hated those rules and 
never really warmed to 
basketball until my sons and 
daughter began playing.

 I don’t think I know 
enough about the game to be 
a fanatic so I ’m simply a fan.

When the opportunity 
arose for me to get an “inside 
look” at the UK men’s bas-
ketball program, I gleefully 
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women 
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X’s, O’s
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Who could have guessed 
that President Barack Obama 
would suddenly be depending 
on Vice President Joe Biden’s 
communications skills to get 
his re-election campaign back 
on track? That’s right, the 
same Joe Biden who has an 
uncanny ability to say the 
wrong thing in the wrong 
place at the wrong time.

But that’s the way it is as 
Centre College in Danville 
plays host Thursday to Cam-
paign 2012’s next big event: 
the only vice presidential de-
bate between Biden and his 
Republican challenger, U.S. 
Rep. Paul Ryan of Wisconsin.

Centre was already feeling 
good about having been cho-
sen to host the veep debate 
for the second time in a dozen 
years. Now, thanks to Obama’s 

OBAMA NEEDS BIDEN 
TO SHOW MORE PASSION
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See a photo gallery and buy 
reprints online.

ANGELA BALDRIDGE

RACE FOR THE CURE

Competitive racers led the 
start of the 16th Annual Susan 
G. Komen Race for the Cure 
in downtown Lexington on 
Saturday morning. Walkers 
and casual runners gathered 
near the back of the crowd for 
the race. Cancer survivors and 
their supporters also celebrat-
ed with music and survivor 
recognition. More photos, 
Page B3
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 PERRYVILLE — As a col-
umn of blue-clad men formed 
early Saturday to re-enact the 
first clash in the bloodiest fight 
of the Civil War in Kentucky, 
Boy Scout leader Vince Helm of 
Lexington urged his Scouts to 
soak up the sights and sounds, 
to imagine what it would have 
been like to march into battle, 
to think about whether they 
would have been nervous.

“Try to be in the moment,” 
Helm said.

That was exactly the point 
as re-enactors dressed in pe-
riod clothing portrayed the 
Battle of Perryville on Satur-
day on the ground where it 

was fought on Oct. 8, 1862.
Nearly 2,000 re-enactors 

registered to take part, said 
Gil Lawson, spokesman for 
the state Tourism, Arts and 
Heritage Cabinet.

The event drew more 
re-enactors than most years 
at Perryville because it was it 
was on the eve of the 150th 
anniversary of the battle.

About 5,000 tickets were 
sold for Saturday’s events, 
and 1,000 Boy Scouts camped 
at the field Friday night, Law-

HISTORY REPEATS

1862 BATTLE OF PERRYVILLE RE-ENACTED
By Bill Estep

bestep@herald-leader.com

A Union officer on horseback gave instructions Saturday to a line of soldiers during a sunrise re-enactment of Donelson’s Attack, part of a weekend of events 
marking the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Perryville. Nearly 2,000 re-enactors registered to take part, and 5,000 tickets were sold for Saturday’s events.
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Confederate and Union soldiers advanced and fired on each other during the re-enactment of 
Donelson’s Attack. Sunday’s events will include the Battle for the Cornfield.

“The battle having raged fiercely now for five hours, and the men being exhausted with slaughter, just as night began 
to conceal the field of death and of blood, the combatants ceased their awful work.”

Excerpt from a New York Times account of the 1862 Battle of Perryville
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