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HAPPENINGS
A weekly listing of events and activities in your neighborhood

Events
Fern Creek Fire Depart-
ment annual spring bazaar
table rentals. 6200 Bard-
stown Road, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
March 31. $35 table and two
chairs. Bev Coone, 239-2381
or Susan Bryant, 231-1810.
Joey Carter Foundation
Trivia Night. Holy Cross High
School, 5144 Dixie Highway, 7
p.m.-midnight Feb. 25. Bring
snacks; beer and soft drinks
sold. $10 per person with 8
people to a team. Angel
Kissel, 231-9343.
Teen Challenge of Ken-
tucky in Partnership for a
Drug Free Kentucky Bowl-
A-Thon Fundraiser. Fern
Bowl, 5518 Bardstown Road,
1-4 p.m. Feb. 25. Prizes,
raffles. $25 per person in-
cludes two games, shoes,
food, drink. Teams of six
welcome. 561-2131.
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Mill Creek/Bill Pieper Post
5421 activities. 7111 Lower
Hunters Trace. 448-5421.

Bingo. 6:30 p.m. tomorrow.
Preliminary games then
regular bingo at 7 p.m. Also,
10:30 a.m. Tuesday. Prelimi-
nary games until regular
bingo at 11 a.m.

Karaoke. 8 p.m.-midnight
Friday and Saturday. Hosts:
Chett Pat, Friday; Angel Wolf,
Saturday.

Music. 4-8 p.m. Sunday with

Mike, The One Man Band.
Spaghetti served, 5-6 p.m.

Cornhole. 7 p.m. Monday.
Sign-up, 6 p.m. $5 blind draw.
Bernheim Forest ECO Kids
(Every Child Outside)
Discovery Day: Winter at
the Children’s Play Garden.
Exit 112 off Interstate 65,
Clermont, 1-4 p.m. Saturday.
Hands-on activities, art pro-
jects, storytelling, outdoor
play. Dress for the weather.
Free for members; $5 week-
end fee for others. 955-8512.
www.bernheim.org.
Valley No. 8 Rainbow Girls
fried chicken dinner. Valley
Masonic Lodge 511 F&AM,
9619 Dixie Highway,
noon-3 p.m. Sunday. Vegeta-
bles, salad, dessert, coffee
and tea available. $8 per
plate.
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Pleasure-Valley Post 1181
Karaoke. 6518 Blevins Gap
Road, 8-11 p.m. next Wednes-
day. Food sold.

Business
Bullitt County Chamber of
Commerce Breakfast.
Kettle Creek, 1150 N. Bard-
stown Road, Mount Washing-
ton, Feb. 24. Networking,
8:30-9 a.m. Program/break-
fast, 9-10 a.m. Speakers:
Melissa Jones, veterans
employment representative
on “Providing updates on tax
incentives,” and Bob Fouts,

executive director of the
Bullitt County Economic
Development Authority, with
updates on “who’s here and
what’s coming.” Reservations
due Monday. $7.50. Reserva-
tions: 955-9641.

Classes
Bullitt County Extension
Service “Growing Tropical
Plants.” 384 Halls Lane,
Shepherdsville, 6 p.m. tomor-
row. Registration required,
543-2257.
Bullitt County Extension
Service “Orchard Manage-
ment.” 384 Halls Lane,
Shepherdsville, 6 p.m. Mon-
day. Basics including variety
selection, planting, early tree
care and orchard planning.
Free. Registration, 543-2257.

Clubs and meetings
Bullitt County Genealogical
Society. Ridgway Memorial
branch library, 127 N. Walnut
St., Shepherdsville, 10 a.m.
Saturday. Speaker: Daniel
Buxton, society president, on
the history of African-Amer-
ican education in Bullitt
County.
Mount Washington Histori-
cal Society. Mount Washing-
ton City Hall Annex, 186-A
Branham Way, Mount Wash-
ington, 7 p.m. Tuesday.
Valley Woman’s Club.
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Bullitt County Public
Schools has a potential
new buyer for the old
Brooks Elementary
School.

The building, 1800 E.
Blue Lick Road, has been
vacant since the school
district opened the new
Brooks Elementary
School at 1430 Brooks
Hill Road in fall 2010.

The old school build-
ing is on 15 acres, tucked
behind a truck stop at

the Brooks exit off Inter-
state 65.

No specific informa-
tion about the potential
buyer or the terms of the
offer have been dis-
closed, said Eric Farris,
the attorney for the
school board.

It would be at least
three months before any
sale could move forward
because the district has
to seek approval from
the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education to sell
the surplus property,
and then the buyer has
the right to proceed with

any inspections, Farris
said.

The school district re-
ceived several offers
from a different buyer
last year — a Jefferson
County business — but
Farris said the business
backed out and decided
to expand at its current
location rather than
build an additional site.
No other information
about that buyer was
ever released.

Reporter Sara Cunningham
can be reached at (502)
582-4335.

County has possible buyer
for old Brooks Elementary
By Sara Cunningham
scunningham@courier-journal.com

The Courier-Journal

Elizabeth Epstein had never heard of
the U.S. Army All-American Bowl until
she applied for a spot in the All American
Marching Band to perform during the
game.

The 17-year-old Jeffersontown High
School senior was the only Kentucky stu-
dent in the group of 125 selected to per-
form in the San Antonio event on Jan. 7.

Elizabeth lives in Jeffersontown with
her mother and stepfather, Margaret and
Todd Darland, her younger brother, older
brother, and two older sisters. Her father
and stepmother, Brian and Kelly Epstein,
live in Paducah.

Elizabeth has been playing the clari-
net since third grade. She has performed
in school marching bands since middle
school and has been a drum major for two
years.

“I like parades,” Elizabeth said. “I like
the discipline. I enjoy playing my instru-
ment, and this was another chance to do
that.”

Her director, Charles Stewart, told
her about the competition and encour-
aged her to audition for the “once-in-a-
lifetime” opportunity.

“Elizabeth Epstein is a true joy to
work with,” Stewart said. “She is a very
fine clarinet player and drum major and
a terrific all-around person. She is an in-
credibly hard worker and gets along very
well with her peers. She is a member of
the JHS Soccer Team and also serves as a
veteran member of our outstanding
JROTC program. Elizabeth is also a
member of the Homecoming Court at J-
town as well.”

Elizabeth prepared three tapes of her-
self for her audition.

“The first was me marching and play-
ing,” she said, explaining that she played
provided music and marched in a box of
specified measurements. “They were
looking at how you march, if you keep
your top body straight, and how you made
turns.”

The second tape “was me telling about
myself, how long I’d been playing, my
leadership roles, why I deserved to be in
this,” she said.

“I think the reason I got this was my
leadership. Mr. Stewart gave me an
award my sophomore year for a person
who acts like a leader without a leader-
ship role.”

Elizabeth later got a leadership role —
that of drum major for the Jeffersontown

High School marching band — for her ju-
nior and senior years.

“In JROTC, I’m in charge of logistics,
which means I’m in charge of $25,000
worth of uniforms and weapons. I’ve
learned a lot about leadership,” she said

For the third tape, Elizabeth per-
formed the music of her choice for 45
seconds.

She said Cory Barnfield, band direc-
tor at Carrithers Middle School, helped
her with her audition music.

Elizabeth submitted the tapes in May
and forgot about it until she got a call
from Stewart telling her she’d been cho-
sen. “I was surprised. I didn’t think I’d
make it. I was excited and nervous.”

Elizabeth’s trip, meals, lodging and
clothes for the week were provided for
her.

Elizabeth said the 125 students, in-
cluding color guard, practiced 24 hours
over six days to learn the six- or seven-
minute show.

“The first day we got to know each oth-
er. The second, we had a nine-hour prac-
tice. The rest of the days we had six-hour
practices.”

On the first day of practice the stu-
dents were “taught the way they wanted
us to march.” She said that different
bands march in different styles, such as
corps style, military style and a variety of
show styles used to entertain crowds.

She said the marching style required
for the All-American Marching Band was
“pretty much the same” as what she’s
learned in JROTC, which she has partici-
pated in all four years of high school.

“We didn’t see daylight that first day”
of marching practice, she said.
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All American Band tabs
Jeffersontown High senior

Elizabeth Epstein plays clarinet.
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ELIZABETH EPSTEIN
Age: 17
School: Senior at Jeffersontown High School
Hobbies: Clarinet, marching band, soccer,
Junior ROTC drill team and color guard,
community service.


