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As he gazed at the modern ar-
chitecture of the spacious new
Fairdale library branch last
week, Louisville Free Public Li-
brary director Craig Buthod
smiled like a new father.

“I’m as proud of this as any-
thing we’ve done in the 13 years
I’ve been here,” said Buthod,
who previously helped lead the
Seattle library system.

Workers from F.W. Owens
Construction are putting the
finishing touches on the $2.2
million library, work they plan
to finish over the next few
weeks.

Library officials and city
leaders are planning a grand
opening ceremony, though a
date hasn’t yet been set.

Buthod said the project has
been delayed a few months,
mainly due to rainy weather —
2011 was the wettest year in
Louisville’s recorded history.

Still, he and area leaders be-
lieve it will be worth the wait.

Bricks were layered to look
like books on shelves and large
windows were installed to allow
in natural light without making
readers strain.

“You’ll have so much more
space,” Buthod said to librarian
Marci Reed, Metro Council-
woman Vicki Welch and Fair-
dale Community Club president
Eldora Slack as they toured the
site last week.

In all, the new 7,000-square-
foot building has more than
twice the space of the current li-
brary inside part of the nearby
Playtorium, a city-owned build-
ing that also is home to several
community organizations and

senior programs.
The new library along West

Manslick — the site of a former
police substation that was de-
molished — is much more visi-
ble than the Playtorium, which
sits behind it off an access road
that also serves as a rear en-
trance to nearby Fairdale Ele-
mentary School.

Workers also recently
poured a new sidewalk that
runs alongside the new library,
connecting West Manslick to
the Playtorium and elementary
parking lots.

The Playtorium was built in
1949 and, like much of the Fair-
dale area, has remained nearly
unchanged for decades.

“This is definitely going to
stand out,” Reed said of the new
library, adding she’s eager to
move into it.

Slack said she and many
longtime Fairdale residents en-
joy the “old feel” of the area, but
she’s believes the new library
will give teenagers a positive
outlet

“Maybe it will start a trend
toward uplifting Fairdale a lit-
tle bit,” Slack said.

Slack said she wasn’t sure
she liked the various shades of
green metal cladding that
adorns the upper portion of the
new library at 10620 W. Man-
slick Road.

Buthod said the green metal
is designed to represent a cop-
per patina to help blend the new
building with older surround-
ing ones.

“I like the green because it
represents that Fairdale is the
gateway to the Jefferson Me-
morial Forest,” said Council-
woman Welch, who represents
the Fairdale area and surround-
ing ones.

Metro Parks continues to ac-
quire land to build a new forest
Welcome Center near the li-
brary and Metro Public Works
is overseeing a project to build
a roundabout at the Fairdale vil-
lage center, realigning the off-
set intersection of Fairdale and
Mitchell Hill roads where they
connect with Manslick and
Mount Holly roads.

“This area is just waiting to
pop,” Welch said, adding she’d
like to see these projects spark

new businesses, such as a bed-
and-breakfast.

In 2010, Welch successfully
lobbied fellow council mem-
bers to appropriate $2 million
for the project, including $1mil-
lion in bond money and $1 mil-
lion in capital reserve funds.

While the Fairdale library is
smaller than some regional li-
braries, Welch said she envi-
sions it drawing residents from
several adjacent areas, such as
Auburndale, and northwestern

Bullitt County.
As for the Playtorium, Welch

said she would like to see it be-
come a true community center
with after-school programs for
children staffed by Metro
Parks.

The library checks out
roughly 50,000 books a year and
library officials expect this
number to increase dramatical-
ly as its inventory increases in
the new library.

The new library will have a
community meeting room sepa-
rated from the rest of the li-
brary by a glass wall, which
Buthod said will allow library
staff to monitor groups who are
using the room.

In addition to adding books,
the library is expected to have
more than 30 computers and an
area for teens to hang out. The
current library has just eight
computers, which means users
sometimes have to wait before
one is free.

“We want it to be a really spe-
cial place,” Buthod said.

Reporter Charlie White can be
reached at (502) 582-4653.

Fairdale is
branching out
with library

Louisville Free Public Library director Craig Buthod talks with, from left, Fairdale Community Club
president Eldora Slack, librarian Marci Reed and Councilwoman Vicki Welch. DAVID R. LUTMAN/SPECIAL TO THE C-J
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Finishing touches are being put
on $2.2 million facility
By Charlie White
cwhite@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

The project
has been
delayed a few
months, but
area leaders
believe it will
be worth the
wait.


