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ODDLY ENOUGH
WEIRD NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

It takes a ton of 
pumpkin to set record

Organizers of a fair in northeastern 
Massachusetts say a Rhode Island man 
has set a world record with the first 
pumpkin ever to weigh more than a 
ton.

Leaders of the Topsfield Fair say 
the gourd grown by Ron Wallace 
of Greene, R.I., tipped the scales at 
2,009 pounds last month, winning him 
$5,500 for first place and $10,000 as a 
bonus for breaking the one-ton mark.

The Guinness World Record for 
heaviest pumpkin is 1,810.5 pounds, 
set by Chris Stevens of New  Richmond, 
Wis., at the Stillwater  Harvest Fest in 
Minnesota in October 2010.

The day before Wallace apparently 
broke the record, Steve Geddes of 
Boscawen, N.H., turned in a pumpkin 
weighing 1,843 pounds at the Deerfield 
Fair in Deerfield, N.H. 

She ain’t heavy, she’s my wife
A Finnish couple have added to 

their victories by taking first place in 
the North American Wife Carrying 
Championship in Newry, Maine.

Taisto Miettinen and Kristina 
 Haapanen traveled from Helsinki, 
Finland — where they won the World 

Wife Carrying Championship — for 
Saturday’s contest. The Sun Journal 
reports that the couple finished with 
a time of 52.58 seconds on a course 
that includes hurdles, sand traps and a 
water hole.

The winners receive the woman’s 
weight in beer and five times her 
weight in cash.

For Miettinen and Haapanen, that 
meant a check for $530. They shared 
their beer winnings with the second- 
and third- place finishers.

Judge believes in doing her jury duty
A western Pennsylvania judge spent 

the day in the county courthouse — 
but not in her usual seat.

Instead, Cambria County Judge 
Linda Fleming sat among 119 other 
people who reported for jury duty last 
week in Ebensburg, about 70 miles 
east of Pittsburgh.

Fleming says she thought it was 
important to serve and not use her 
position as an excuse to get out of 
jury duty. Potential jurors watch an 
 orientation video in which Fleming and 
four other judges explain the process. 
Fleming said a woman sitting next to 
her didn’t recognize her in the video.

Fleming was picked for a 
36- member panel assigned to a crimi-
nal case. But she wasn’t seated as one 
of the case’s 12 jurors after an attorney 
objected.

Fleming says she declined the $9 
each juror is paid for the day.
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Ron Wallace celebrated after his 2009-pound pumpkin broke the world record — and 
surpassed the 1-ton mark — at the Topsfield Fair in Topsfield, Mass., on Sept. 28.
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