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Vice President Joe Biden was animated throughout the debate Thursday night. Biden interrupted 
as Ryan criticized the administration’s Middle East policy, saying “That’s a bunch of malarkey.” 

tor Martha Raddatz of ABC 
News.

Ryan was more measured, 
often lowering his voice after 
Biden. A fresh-faced congress-
man who had never debated 
on the national stage despite 
his 14 years in the House of 
Representatives, Ryan betrayed 
no signs of nervousness.

Usually an afterthought with 
little impact on the race, the 
only such meeting between the 
No. 2s on their respective tick-
ets took on added significance 
after the initial presidential 
face-off last week and Obama’s 
negative reviews Oct. 3.

Since then, Romney has 
pulled even with Obama in 
national polls and closed the 
gap in several battleground 
states.

In Florida, Romney opened 
up a 7 point lead, according 
to a new Tampa Bay Times/
Bay News 9/Miami Herald 
poll. Obama has a 1 percent-
age point edge over Romney 
in a new NBC/Wall Street 
Journal/Marist poll of likely 
voters, released Thursday. 

The margin was the same as 
before the Obama-Romney 
debate. In Ohio, Obama leads 
by 6 points. He had led by 8. 
And in Virginia, Obama was 
up 2, but Romney is now 
ahead by 1.

In their sole debate, Biden 
and Ryan sparred repeatedly 
on domestic policies such as 
Medicare and taxes, as well 
as foreign policy questions 
such as the attack in Libya 
that led to the deaths of four 
Americans, including the U.S. 
ambassador.

Most covered the same 
ground as Obama and Rom-
ney. It was their personal ex-
changes where they shed new 
light on the two major party 
tickets and their policies.

Both Irish Roman Catho-
lics, Biden and Ryan spoke 
about how their faith drives 
their different positions on 
abortion.

“Our faith informs us in 
everything we do,” Ryan said. 

He added that science also 
plays a role in his opposition 
to abortion rights in most cas-
es, saying he and his wife were 
touched by the ultrasound im-
age of their unborn first child.

While he himself favors 
more limits, he said Romney’s 
policy would be to oppose 
abortion except in cases of 
rape, incest or to save the life 
of the mother. He criticized 
the Obama administration for 
supporting abortion rights 
without any limits, and Biden 
for saying once he would not 
second-guess China’s one-
child policy that can lead to 
forced abortion.

“My religion defines who 
I am,” Biden said, stressing 
both his church’s caring for 
the poor as well as its belief 
that life begins at conception.

“Catholic social doctrine 
talks about taking care of 
those who can’t take care of 
themselves,” Biden said.

While he said he shares 
the belief that life begins at 
conception, he said that was 
personal.

“I refuse to impose it on 
equally devout Christians and 

Muslims and Jews,” he said. 
“I don’t believe we have the 
right to tell women they can’t 
control their lives.”

At another point, Ryan sa-
luted Biden’s son, Beau, for 
serving in the military.

Biden noted at another that 
he experienced tragedy first-
hand when his first wife and 
daughter were killed in an auto 
accident.

In one of the more per-
sonal exchanges, Ryan told 
how Romney helped a family 
hit by injuries pay for col-
lege, and how Romney gives 
more than 30 percent of his 
income to charity — more 
than Biden and Ryan com-
bined. “Mitt Romney is good 
man,” Ryan said.

Referring to the criticism 
of Romney’s secretly taped 
comments disparaging 47 
percent of Americans as free-
loaders, Ryan said, “He cares 
about 100 percent of the 
Americans.”

Noting Biden’s own ten-
dency for gaffes, Ryan joked 
that “sometimes the words 
don’t come out of your mouth 
the right way.”

“I don’t doubt his personal 
commitment to individuals,” 
Biden said. “But I know he 
had no commitment to the 
automobile industry.”

Romney opposed the gov-
ernment bailout of Chrysler 
and General Motors. Both 
automakers are now on firmer 
financial ground.

Biden was animated 
throughout the debate, at 
turns smiling and laughing, as 
well as grimacing in response 
to Ryan’s answers to Raddatz’s 
questions. The vice president 
interrupted — which he did 
repeatedly — as Ryan criti-
cized the administration’s Mid-
dle East policy.

“That’s a bunch of malar-
key,” Biden said, subsequently 
suggesting that Ryan’s remarks 
were “a bunch of stuff.”

Ryan chal lenged the 
Obama administration’s first 
accounts of the Libya attacks, 
which at first claimed that an 
anti-Muslim video inflamed a 
crowd rather than calling it a 
terrorist attack. He noted that 
President Barack Obama re-
ferred to the video six times 
in a speech to the United Na-

tions after the Libya attack.
Biden defended the admin-

istration’s response, saying it 
relied on intelligence reports 
that turned out to be false. 
“We will get to the bottom of 
it,” he said.

They tangled on Iran, with 
Ryan charging that Iran is 
“racing toward” developing 
nuclear weapons and that the 
administration dragged its feet 
to impose sanctions it now 
says are working to deter the 
regime. “When Barack Obama 
was elected, they had enough 
nuclear material to make one 
bomb. Now they have enough 
for five,” Ryan said.

Biden accused Republicans 
of “bluster” and “loose talk” 
and asked Ryan what else could 
be done beyond the “most 
crippling sanctions in the his-
tory of sanctions.” He asked 
whether Ryan was saying that 
he’d back a war with Iran.

“How are they going to 
prevent war if there’s noth-
ing more they say we should 
do than we’ve already done,” 
Biden said. “We feel quite 
confident we could deal a se-
rious blow to the Iranians.”
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“How are they going to prevent war if there’s nothing more 
they say we should do than we’ve already done?”
Vice President Joe Biden, Democratic incumbent, referring to policy toward Iran

“Look, if we’re hit by terrorists, we’re going to call it  
what it is, a terrorist attack.”

Rep. Paul Ryan, GOP vice presidential nominee, on the attack on the U.S. consulate in Libya

Rep. Paul Ryan came out aggressively, challenging the administration’s handling of the attack on the 
U.S. consulate in Libya. Of his partner on the GOP ticket Ryan said, “Mitt Romney is a good man.”
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FACT CHECK

WASHINGTON — In their 
first and only debate, Vice 
President Joe Biden and Re-
publican Rep. Paul Ryan ver-
bally wrestled over Medicare, 
Social Security and abortion. 
But sometimes it was the 
truth that got tackled.

Like President Barack 
Obama and Republican presi-
dential candidate Mitt Romney 
did in their first debate, Biden 
and Ryan made statements or 
observations that weren’t en-
tirely factual. Here’s a look at 
some of what was said:

Foreign apologies
Ryan criticized the Obama 

administration for apologizing 
the night that four Americans 
were killed in Libya. The U.S. 
embassy in Cairo released a 
statement on Sept. 11 con-
demning a video that nega-
tively portrayal the Prophet 
Muhammad. Hours later, after 
protesters stormed the embas-
sy, staff tweeted it stood by 
its statement, though it was 
later deleted from its account. 
That night in Benghazi, 
Libya, four American diplo-
mats were killed, including 
Ambassador Chris Stevens, 
but news of the deaths was 
not announced until the next 
morning. The statement was 
not an “apology” and it came 
before the deaths in Libya so 
it was not in response to the 

unrest in Cairo or Benghazi. 
But the White House immedi-
ately distanced itself from the 
embassy statement, saying 
Washington did not approve 
of the statement and it did 
not reflect the views of the 
U.S. government.

Libya
Biden’s insistence that the 

Obama administration was 
never told that diplomats 
wanted more security at the 
U.S. consulate in Benghazi 
contradicts testimony in this 
week’s congressional hearing 
on the issue that focused on 
apparent denials of requests 
for expanded security from 
diplomatic personnel. Still, a 
diplomatic security chief testi-

fied, the attack was so severe 
that even extra security prob-
ably couldn’t have repelled it.

Defense spending
Ryan incorrectly stated 

that if defense cuts mandated 
by as part of a bipartisan deal 
go through the U.S. Navy will 
be at its smallest since World 
War I. The actual low, accord-
ing to a U.S. Navy website, 
came in 2007, when the Navy 
ship total fell to 278. 

Several times in the past 
decade, the Navy has had few-
er than the current 285 ships. 
Ryan may have been referring 
to a trend that began in 1989 
that has seen the number 
of Navy ships steadily drop 
from 592. The Navy’s plan for 

ship building over the next 
30 years is based on building 
towards a size of about 300 
ships.

Iran
Ryan claimed that when 

Obama was elected Iran had 
enough nuclear material to 
make one bomb. Now, he 
said, Iran has enough for five. 
“They’re racing toward a nu-
clear weapon,” he said.

No evidence exists to 
show that Iran has uranium 
enriched to 90 percent, which 
is necessary for a nuclear 
weapon. 

Iran does have highly en-
riched uranium, between 20 
and 27 percent, according to 
International Atomic Energy 

Agency.

Social Security
Ryan said Social Secu-

rity and Medicare were go-
ing bankrupt. “These are 
indisputable facts,” he said. 
While most economists think 
that left unchanged, Medicare 
threatens to swamp all other 
government spending. Social 
Security, however, is nowhere 
near going bankrupt and can 
easily be fixed with changes 
such as raising the retirement 
age to 70, raising the caps on 
how much income is subject-
ed to payroll taxes dedicated 
to Social Security and chang-
ing how benefits are indexed 
to account for inflation and 
wage growth.
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