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DANVILLE — Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Republi-
can rival Paul Ryan sparred 
Thursday in often personal 
terms that exposed their pas-
sions and core beliefs over 
the role of their faith, fami-
lies, and deeply held views 
about the role of government 
in American life and foreign 
policy.

Both men were assertive 
from the outset, a reflection 
of the closeness of the presi-
dential race just weeks before 
the election, each eager to 
trumpet the strengths of their 
tickets and equally zealous in 
ripping the other party.

Biden was aggressive, hop-
ing to make up for President 
Barack Obama’s tepid perfor-
mance in his opening debate 
last week against Republican 
nominee Mitt Romney, a per-
formance that reset the race 
and thrust the Republicans 
back into contention. Press-
ing to make his points, Biden 
at times raised his voice and 
jabbed his finger at modera-

Centre ring: 
Biden, Ryan 
trade blows  

CANDIDATES OFTEN 
GET PERSONAL IN 
LIVELY EXCHANGE

By Lesley Clark 
and Steven Thomma
McClatchy Newspapers

Vice President Joe Biden reacted as Congressman Paul Ryan made a point during the debate at Centre College, moderated by Martha Raddatz of ABC News. After last 

week’s presidential debate brought a shift in momentum, both Biden and Ryan came out fighting Thursday night as they discussed foreign policy and domestic issues.
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MORE COVERAGE ONLINE
Join the discussion: Weigh in 
on who won the debate by com-
menting on stories online or on 
facebook.com/kentuckycom.
Photo galleries: See images 
from the scene inside and out-
side the debate hall.
Videos: See videos from the 
debate festival.
Reaction: Read an aggregation 
of commentary from Twitter and 
other social media.

See DEBATE, A2
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THE FESTIVAL

DANVILLE — Over the 
cries of a protestor in a tree, a 
crowd of thousands at Centre 
College’s vice presidential de-
bate festival listened intently 
to the broadcast of the debate 
on a large screen TV on the 
campus lawn.

Hearing the debate proved 
challenging as an anti-abor-

tion protestor shouted from 
up a tree on the edge of the 
festival lawn. He was still 
shouting nearly an hour into 
the debate, having climbed 
even higher to avoid law-
enforcement agents who had 
put up a ladder. Police said 
they chose to leave the pro-
testor in the tree rather than 
risk his safety in trying to ex-
tricate him.

“Stop Obama! Support 

PROTESTER IN TREE DIDN’T DROWN OUT DEBATE

Partisans cheer, but keep it civil
By Greg Kocher  

and Beth Musgrave
gkocher1@herald-leader.com

bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

Enthusiastic 

support-

ers of both 

President 

Obama and 

Mitt Romney 

gave spir-

ited cheers 

outside the 

MSNBC 

broadcast 

area.

JONATHAN 
PALMER

See FESTIVAL, A4

DANVILLE — Minutes 
before the debate ended, Cen-
tre College students holding 
placards marched into the 
room, creating a forest of red 
and blue. The names were 
familiar in political circles 
— Van Hollen, McConnell, 
Strickland. The media de-
scended, and in a moment, 
Spin Alley came to life. 

“I think he (Biden) brought 

it all together and marshalled 
the facts,” said Maryland 
Congressman Chris Van 
 Hollen, who played U.S. Rep 
Paul Ryan in Vice President 
Joe Biden’s debate prep. 

“We didn’t hear any policy 
proposals about what would 
be different in the next few 
years,” Ed Gillespie, senior 
adviser to Romney, said about 
Biden’s performance. 

Once debate ends, 
the spin begins

By Linda B. Blackford
lblackford@herald-leader.com

THE SPIN ROOM

See SPIN ROOM, A3

Community Room, 1st floor
170 N. Eagle Creek Drive, Lexington

RSVP by Oct. 22 859.313.1696

Community Lecture Series
Breast Cancer from Diagnosis to Survival
SPEAKERS
Kimberly Stigers MD, Breast Radiologist at Saint Joseph Breast Center
Jessica Moss MD, Hematologist/Oncologist with Saint Joseph Cancer Center
Jacqueline Matar MD, MBA, Radiation Oncologist with Saint Joseph Cancer Center

Light hors d’ouevres will be served.

dealsaver.com/lexington

50% OFF
Fast Pass Admission to

Sinister Tombs Haunted House!


