
1987-90, returns to the Lady
Toppers after five seasons as an
assistant at Louisville.

“Her ability to deal with peo-
ple is probably her best
attribute,” said Sanderford, who
also mentored Clark-Heard as an
assistant while he was head
coach at Nebraska. “She’s an
outstanding communicator,
recruiter. She understands the Xs
and Os. I think she’s going to be
successful. I’ve had calls from
three different schools in the last
two weeks about her.

“I know she’s had a lot of
interest … and everywhere she’s
been brings some experience.
The bottom line is players.
That’s a pretty thin roster. I don’t
think it’s going to be an easy job,
but it’s a great job.”

Louisville reached the Sweet
16 three times during Clark-
Heard’s tenure, but the Cardi-
nals’ 2011-12 season ended
Monday with a 72-68 loss to
Maryland in the second round of
the NCAA tournament.

U of L head coach Jeff Walz
attended Clark-Heard’s intro-
ductory news conference, and
said he knows his former assis-
tant has found the perfect oppor-
tunity.

“You’re upset because you
lose a dear friend, but we’re
excited for Michelle,” Walz said.
“She has the chance to coach at
her alma mater and be two hours
away from home, and we under-
stand that’s something she can’t
pass up. She’ll be successful
because she knows how it
works, and that you have to put
great people around you.

“One thing I’m pleased about
with myself is that I surrounded
myself with great people like
her, and she’ll do the same.”

Before coming to Louisville,
Clark-Heard spent two seasons
as head coach at Kentucky State.
She took over a program that
won one game the year before
her arrival, and in her final sea-
son at the helm, the Thorobrettes
finished 19-9.

Clark-Heard also has assistant
coaching experience at Cincin-
nati, Nebraska and DuPont Man-
ual High School.

All those experiences com-
bine well with her passion for
WKU, Stewart said.

“She’s been a head coach – a

very successful head coach,” he
said. “When you add it all up
with her natural exuberance for
the job and WKU, it was an
obvious choice.”

The 6-foot-2-inch center won
two Sun Belt Conference cham-
pionships and went to the
NCAA tournament four straight
seasons as a player at WKU. She
played in 118 games during her
four years, was involved in 89
victories and played her final
three seasons with Cowles.

“This is an amazing day for
me – one that I have dreamed
about,” Clark-Heard said. “Now,
I’m right in the middle of it.
Twenty-something years ago,
when Paul Sanderford walked
into my house and told me how
special it would be on the Hill, I
never imagined I’d be sitting
here as the one that was going to
be leading the Lady Toppers out
on that floor.”

Clark-Heard will earn a base
salary of $150,000 on a four-
year contract, with a one-year
rollover option after each sea-
son. She also has incentives
based on academic performance,
postseason appearances and sea-
son ticket sales, as well as a
$250,000 buyout should either
party terminate the contract.

According to the most recent-
ly available public records,
Clark-Heard made $95,000 as an

assistant at Louisville. Cowles
earned a salary of $139,740
before her release.

Clark-Heard was one of sev-
eral in-person interviews con-
ducted by Stewart and former
athletic director Ross Bjork,
who accepted the same position
Wednesday at Mississippi,
Stewart said. Ransdell inter-
viewed the finalists this week
after Bjork’s departure.

Ransdell officially named
Stewart as interim AD at Clark-
Heard’s introduction.

Other popular names during
WKU’s search included Ken-
tucky assistants Matt Insell and
Kyra Elzy, Notre Dame assistant
Jonathan Tsipis and Wright State
head coach Mike Bradbury.

Ransdell and Clark-Heard had
their first meeting Tuesday and
met again Wednesday morning.

“That was a good get-
acquainted period,” Ransdell
said. “Clearly, that went well.
She convinced me that she’s got
the fire and the focus and the tal-
ent to be successful here. I agree
with her. This is not a long-term
turnaround. This is an immedi-
ate turnaround. We’ll see how
long it takes us to get NCAA-
tournament worthy.”

The current Lady Topper
players attended the news con-
ference in practice jerseys dur-
ing a break from offseason

workouts, and the current coach-
ing staff was also present.

Clark-Heard met with the
team Wednesday, she said, and
will talk more individually with
the players and coaches. The
current coaches will receive con-
sideration, but Clark-Heard will
put together the “best staff possi-
ble,” she said.

But to Clark-Heard, every-
thing comes back to stronger
recruiting efforts. That will lead
to better energy around the pro-
gram, she said, and that will ulti-
mately lead to wins.

“That’s all I know,” she said.
“I know the standing and the
clapping and the waving of the
towels. That’s one of the things
I’m looking to bring back. I’m
going to be in the community.
The team will be wherever we
have to make sure we’ll get fans
in the stands. ... That’s what
WKU is about.

“Whatever I have to do, wher-
ever I have to go, whoever I
have to preach to that WKU
women’s basketball is back and
ready to roll, that’s what I’ll do.”
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 1806 Bent Tree Ct.
 $389,000      #20120305 

 Cul-de-sac with nice private 
 courtyard & backyard.  4 bedrooms, 3 
 on main floor. Study w/ built-ins. 
 Spacious home over 4,300 sq.ft. Large 
 kitchen w/granite & plenty of cabinets, 
 butlers pantry. Large family room & 
 separate living room. Huge bonus room 
 w/ 1/2 bath & hobby/craft room too! 

 Chip Hightower
 Broker-Realtor-18 Years Experience

 LEGACY REAL ESTATE GROUP
 753 Bakerfields Way, Suite 102

 270-202-2617

 Choose the Right Realtor
 To Be in Your Corner!

 Chiphightower@prodigy.net

 My Houses Stand Out in a Very Crowded Market...

 265 Champions Blvd
 $249,500     #118453

 Large Fenced Yard.  Brick 4 or 5 
 bedroom home. Large kitchen is 
 open to the greatroom. Plenty of 
 cabinets. 5th bedroom could be 
 playroom or hobby area. Over 3,000 
 sq.ft. Well cared for home. Nicely 
 decorated, move-in condition.

 Our dealership has been in business for over 30 
 years. From the day we opened our doors our 
 promise has been to treat people as we would like 
 to be treated.  That is the standard by which we 
 still do business today.  With an unwavering 
 commitment to quality, we have come to redefine 
 customer service in the automotive industry.  
 We achieve this goal with 
 long-term employees who 
 establish and maintain 
 lasting customer 
 relationships.  We are 
 proud to be a thirteen-
 time recipient of the 
 prestigious & coveted 
 President’s Award.

 GARY FORCE HONDA GARY FORCE HONDA
 2325 SCOTTSVILLE ROAD • BOWLING GREEN 2325 SCOTTSVILLE ROAD • BOWLING GREEN
 270.781.8230 • www.garyforcehonda.com 270.781.8230 • www.garyforcehonda.com

 Our People Make The Difference

 Tim  Tim 
 Faulkner Faulkner
 GARY FORCE HONDA GARY FORCE HONDA

 18 YEARS 18 YEARS

NHL

Predators lose in Radulov’s return
By WILL GRAVES
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Alexander Radulov
bailed on the Nashville Predators four
years ago to become the best player in his
native Russia.

In Radulov’s return to the NHL, coun-
tryman Evgeni Malkin left little doubt
who’s the best player in the world.

Malkin scored twice to push his league-
leading point total to 95 and the Pittsburgh
Penguins clinched a playoff berth with a 5-
1 victory over the Nashville Predators on
Thursday night.

“He’s unbelievable,” Radulov said.
At the moment, so are the Penguins.
Chris Kunitz, Matt Cooke and Pascal

Dupuis also scored and James Neal had
four assists to help Pittsburgh pull within a
point of the New York Rangers for the top
spot in the Eastern Conference with nine
games remaining.

The Penguins have won nine straight
games at Consol Energy Center and fin-
ished 13-2-3 against the Western Confer-
ence this season, the best mark by an East-
ern Conference team against the West this
season.

Pittsburgh wouldn’t play a West oppo-
nent again until the Stanley Cup Finals.
It’s hardly out of the question.

“If we keep playing this way, good
things are going to happen,” Neal said.

The Penguins are streaking even with
captain Sidney Crosby easing his way
back into things after missing 40 games
with concussion-like symptoms. Crosby
failed to score a goal for the 12th time in

the 13 games he’s played this season,
though it hardly mattered.

Marc-Andre Fleury made 29 saves for
his NHL-leading 40th victory, passing
Nashville’s Pekka Rinne on a night the
Predators’ goaltender wasn’t at his best.
Rinne misplayed a knuckling slapshot
from Malkin less than 90 seconds into the

game and couldn’t stop Dupuis’deflection
less than 3 minutes later while losing his
second straight start.

“It rough start and same thing in second
period, a quick goal for them and that was
the game pretty much,” Rinne said.

Nashville hopes Radulov will take
some of the pressure off the always busy

Rinne as the franchise gears up for the
postseason.

The talented 25-year-old left the Preda-
tors after the 2007-08 season to go home
to Russia, where he won two MVPs and
one title while playing for the KHL’s
Salavat Yulayev Ufa.

Radulov re-wrote the KHL record book
– he’s the league’s career goals leader –
before Nashville general manager David
Poile lured him back to the team that took
him in the first round of the 2004 draft. He
made an immediate impact, scoring his
first NHL regular-season goal since March
20, 2008, when he beat Fleury on a
rebound midway through the second.

“For all (Radulov) has gone through in
the last 10-12 days, he hasn’t skated a lot,
I thought he was fine,” Nashville coach
Barry Trotz said. “For a guy who hasn’t
played over here for four years, I thought
he was OK.”

While Radulov finding the back of the
net was a welcome sign, all it did was cut
Pittsburgh’s lead to 4-1.  The Predators
had opportunities to make things interest-
ing but whiffed on at least three shots into
a wide-open net.

“We just had to bury those,” Radulov
said. “If we did that, it was a completely
different game. We didn’t and they buried
their chances. It’s hard to win when you
only score one goal.”

Particularly when you’re playing the
NHL’s highest scoring team.

Cooke continued his transformation
from agitator to contributor when he took
a deft drop pass from Neal early in the sec-

ond to push the lead to 3-0. Kunitz added
his 22nd later in the period when his cross-
ing pass attempt directed at Crosby
deflected off Nashville defenseman Shea
Weber’s skate and into the net.

Radulov’s goal proved but a footnote.
Malkin’s second goal of the night and 45th
of the season early in the third period
pushed his league-leading point total to 95
as he closes in on the Art Ross Trophy
awarded to the NHL’s leading scorer.

Trotz isn’t sure that’s the only hardware
Malkin will place on his mantle.

“If I had to vote today, there’s no ques-
tion he’d be the MVP for me,” Trotz said.
“I just saw him once up close and he was
great.”

Malkin may even have an outside shot
at chasing down Tampa Bay’s Steven
Stamkos for the goal title. He trails
Stamkos by five goals but now has five
goals in his last two games.

It’s not something Malkin is thinking
about, though Crosby believes there’s
enough time for Malkin to do it.

“I think now that he’s this close I’m
sure it’s something that he’s aware of,”
Crosby said. “I don’t think he has to force
anything. The way he’s playing he’s going
to get chances to get goals.”

NOTES — Pittsburgh is 14-1 in its last
15 home games. ... Nashville was the last
NHL team to play in Pittsburgh’s new
building. The Predators’ previous visit
came just before the 2010 Olympic break
when the Penguins played at the Civic
Arena. ... Pittsburgh travels to Ottawa on
Saturday, while Nashville hosts Winnipeg.

Gene J. Puskar/AP
The Nashville Predators’ Alexander Radulov (left) scores his first goal Thursday
since returning to the team while the Pittsburgh Penguins’ Pascal Dupuis skates
back to his bench in the second period in Pittsburgh. The Penguins won 5-1.
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Clark-Heard spent five seasons as assistant at Louisville, praised by U of L’s Walz 

Alex Slitz/Daily News
New Western Kentucky women’s basketball coach Michelle Clark-
Heard greets people Thursday after her introductory news confer-
ence at E.A. Diddle Arena.
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NCAA TOURNAMENT

Syracuse edges Wisconsin 64-63
By The Associated Press

BOSTON — Top-seeded Syra-
cuse used a breakout game by the
slumping C.J. Fair to advance to
the East Regional final.

Wisconsin missed two poten-
tial winning shots in the final sec-
onds, and the Orange hung on for
the 64-63 win Thursday night to
reach the round of eight for the
first time since 2003, when they
won their only national champi-
onship.

Fair, who had scored a total of
20 points in his last six games,
finished with 15 on 7-for-9 shoot-
ing. Scoop Jardine had 14 points,
while Dion Waiters had 13 and
Brandon Triche 11.

Kris Joseph, a 75 percent free
throw shooter, missed the front
end of a 1-and-1 with 18 seconds
to go with Syracuse up by a point,
giving the Badgers a chance at the
victory.

Passing the ball around the
perimeter of the zone but creating
much space, Jordan Taylor let go
a 3-point attempt with 3 seconds
left. It bounced off the rim and
Josh Gasser’s shot at the buzzer
was off.

Jared Berggren and Taylor both
had 17 points for the Badgers (26-
10), who finished 14 of 27 from
3-point range but couldn’t make
one over the final 6 minutes.

Syracuse (34-2) plays Ohio

State in the regional final Saturday.

Ohio State 81, Cincinnati 66
BOSTON — Deshaun Thomas

scored 26 points and Jared
Sullinger had 23 points and 11
rebounds to lead second-seeded
Ohio State to the victory.

Aaron Craft added 11 points –
all in the second half – with five
assists and six steals, taking
charge during a 17-1 second-half
run that turned a four-point deficit
into a double-digit lead.

Cashmere Wright scored 18
and Sean Kilpatrick had 15 for the
Bearcats (26-11), who were
attempting to match Big East rival
Syracuse by beating a Big Ten

opponent to advance to the East
Regional finals.

Florida 68, Marquette 58
PHOENIX — Bradley Beal

scored 21 points to lift Florida to
the victory and set up Gators
coach Billy Donovan with a
meeting against his old boss, Rick
Pitino, in the West Regional final.

The seventh-seeded Gators
(26-10) expanded a six-point
halftime lead to double digits,
then held off third-seeded Mar-
quette (27-8) to take their second
straight trip to the regional final.
Last year, they lost to Butler.
This time, they meet Louisville
and Pitino.

Rainey, expected to be an
NFL draft pick next month,
accounted for more than 41 per-
cent of the team’s total offense
in 2011.

Taggart will go running back
by committee until one or two
players emerge.

“The way we’re going
through spring ball, it’s going to
be a moving depth chart,” Tag-
gart said. “Guys aren’t going to
go through and think they’ll
have a starting job the entire
spring. As coaches, we’re going
to go in and grade every prac-
tice and if a guy didn’t practice
well, he’s going to move down
the depth chart. We’re going to
keep it competitive.”

Juniors Antonio Andrews
and Keshawn Simpson, along

with sophomore John Evans,
are the likely candidates to get a
bulk of carries based on experi-
ence. 

“The good thing about that
is, we have a lot of competition
at that position,” senior offen-
sive lineman Seth White said.
“Competition not only makes
you better, but also makes your
side of the ball better. It’s open
right now. We’ll see what hap-
pens.”

Taggart’s Tops are scheduled
to work out until 5 p.m. today.
They’ll go from 2:30 p.m. to 5
p.m. Saturday as well.

“Helmets are great and all to
shake the rust off a little bit, but
when you put full pads on,
that’s when you know it’s going
down,” White said.


