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Adult classes begin

over county Monday
Letcher County adults who have

not completed eight years of
school will have an opportunity
to do so beginning Monday night.

The county board of education
is starting a series of classes In 17
county school centers to provide
"basic adult education" for those
18 or older, either school dropouts
or adults who have not attended
classes for many years.

The proferam is
and those who take part will not
receive grades or school credits.

They will, however, learn the
basic skills of reading, writing,
speaking, listening and arithme-
tic.

Books and other materials used
in teaching them will be based
on such adult experiences as buy-
ing food and clothing, health
habits, family relations, com-
munity activities, homemaking
and general responsibilities of
citizens.

Classes will be organized on
three levelsprimary, interme-
diate and upper. There will be
150 hours of instruction in the
first phase. Classes will meet

TkU muk in
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Collins were

in Morehead Monday to attend
ceremonies dedicating two new
buildings at Morehead State Col-
lege.

Randy Collins, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Billy Paul Collins, celebrat-
ed his fifth birthday Saturday with
a party at the home of his parents.
The children hunted Easter eggs
and ate ice cream, cake andsoft
drinks. Guests included Cecilia
Collins, Scott Allen Day, Alice
Collins, Robert Lewis and Tim
Wright.

Mr. and Mrs. Watson Combs
and son of Premium were Easter
guests of the Bruce Bankses.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Thomas of
Somerset were week end guests
of Mrs. Mabel Absher.

Mrs. Sandy Adams of Pine
Mountain Junction is much im-
proved after being ill this win-

ter with flu. Visiting her over
the holidays were her sore, Owen
Adams of Louisville, Mr. and
Mrs. Bert Adams and children,
Roger Wayne, Debbie Jane and
Gary Bert, all of Hampton, Va. ,

and Mr. and Mrs. Don English
and another son, Bill Adams.

Mrs. Adams' daughter, Hattie,
who lives in Paintsville, is hav-

ing trouble with her voice again
and is not able to talk except
whisper.

Mrs. Charles Lee Adams of
Lexington was visiting her mothe-

r-in-law, Mrs. Oma Adams,
over the week end.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe G. Caudill
have moved to Florida after
spending the winter with his mo-
ther, Mrs. Rosanna Caudill of

Mrs. Lona Day King is home
after being a patient in the hos-

pital at Wnltesburg.
Mrs. Flora Standifer had most

of her children in for the Easter
holidays. There were Mr. and
Mrs. Abb Humphrey and two
children of Louisville, Mr. and
Mrs. Willard Brown and two chil-
dren of Morrow, Ohio; Mr. and
Mrs. Burmls Adams and daugh-
ter, Charlestown; Mr. and Mrs.
Emery Lewis, Whitesburg; Mr.
and Mrs. Charlie Standifer and
son, Detroit! Mr. and Mrs. Her-

bert Standifer, Whltco; Mrs.
Sarah Elklns, Cowan; Mrs. Sarah
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twice a week for three -- hour ses-

sions and will continue for 25
consecutive weeks.

The program Is part of the "War
on Poverty." It is being financed
90 per cent by the Office of Eco-

nomic Opportunity and 10 per cent
by the state. It will be adminis-
tered by the Division of Adult Ed-

ucation of the State Department
of Education and the Letcher Coun-

ty Board of Education. It will be
put into effect by the Letcher Coun-

ty school superintendent and his
.staff.

The classes are free. There are
no enrollment fees, tuition or other
costs. Books and other classroom
materials also are furnished free.

Anyone interested in joining the
classes should go at 6 O'clock
Monday night (April 26) to one of
these schools:

Cowan, Thornton. Lower Kings-cree- k,

Eolia, Millstone, Mavking,
Hemphill, Ermine, Campbell's
Branch, Blackey, Whitesburg
Grade School, Colson, Fleming-Neo- n

Elementary School, Hay-mon- d,

Kona, Kingdom Come
Elementary, Kingdom Come Creek.

Wkiteifowg
Breeding, Whltco; Mr. and Mrs.
Herbert Smith and two children
and Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cook
and daughter of Indianapolis.

Kendall Ison, former teacher
at Cowan School, is now em-
ployed with the Public Assistance
Division of the Department of

Security. Mrs. Carl
(Willa Mae) Boggs teaches in his
place. The Isons have a new
daughter, Valerie Ann. She is
their first daughter; they also
have a son.

Ronnie Amburgey, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Willie Amburgey, is
a patient in tne Harian Appa-
lachian Hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Baker
and children were the Easter
guests of her mother, Mrs. Nola
Addington of Haymond. Other
guests of Mrs. Addington includ-
ed Mr. and Mrs. James Lowe of
PIkeville and their two children,
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Nelson and
children of Tollivertown and Mrs.
Virginia Justice of Pikeville.

Mr. and Mrs. David Caudill
visited his mother, Mrs. Rosana
Caudill, at Eolia Sunday.

Mrs. Charles Maggard attended
a household shower given Satur-
day night in Mclloberts by Mrs.
Elia Maggard in honor of Mrs.
Esther Isom.

Jackie and Rayna Adams of Ar-

lington, Va. , spent the Easter
holidays with their grandparents,
Mr. and Mts. Malcolm Hart of
Craft's Colly and Joe Adams of
Whitesburg, and other relatives.

Shade Adams, who spent some
time in the Veterans Hospital in
Johnson Citv. Tenn. , is home4

Mrs. Myrtle Adams and Mrs.
Martha Hammock visited Mrs.
Hammock's son, Lennon Ham-
mock, Sunday afternoon after
attending services at the First
Baptist Church.

Dinner guests d Mr, and Mrs.
Dock Collins Sunday were Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Guy Combs and
children, Donald Dean, Ronald
Jean, Ricky and Robin Renae, all
of Hazard; Mr. and Mrs. Billy
Gene Spangler,. Debbie, Eddie and
Mark, all of Jackhorn; Mrs. Thel-m- a

Combs, Sassafras; Misses Mil-
dred and Helen Madden of Ambur-
gey, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Nease
and son Mike, Mr. and Mrs. Carl
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SUPERVISOR--Fre- d Back of rts

recently was promoted to
supervisor oi tne county works
projects with the Work, Education
and Training Program, formerly
known as the Unemployed Fath-
ers' Program. Back has been a
field worker since January, 1963,
with the Department of Economic
Security Division of Public Assi-
stance. He assumed his new duties
a few weeks ago, He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Back of
McRoberts and is a graduate of
Jenkins High School and Lees
nior College, Jackson.

SPACE, ANYONE?"

Boone Boy Industries, Inc. , the
home grown furniture industry
which nas been making strides in
the Letcher area, is looking for a
place to move.

The firm is being forced from
its quarters on the old Stuart Rob-

inson campus by establishment of
an evangelistic college and hard-
ware store there,

Mrs. Nathan Baker, president,
said the company needs about
7200 square feet of space. Any-
one who has space to rent or knows
of any is asked to contact her.
The firm employs 20 workers.

A meetini? in connection with
the new college will be held at
2:30 p. m. Sunday at the Stunrt
Robinson campus. Officials and
some faculty members are expect-
ed to be announced then.

By LARRY CAUDILL
The Kentucky mountaineer tias

a habit of putting his graveyard
on the most prominently jutting
point of the mountain within full
sight of his domain.

There it may be pretty and pic-
turesque, but it is difficult of ac-

cess.
Often a heavy casket must be

carried by the pallbearers up a
craggy hillside for more than half
a mile from the nearest point of
approach by the hearse.

The gravesite possibly
on a rocky geological for-

mation. A few graves were easy
to dig, back when we had volun-
teer diggers from among the kith
and kin. But now the gravedig-ger- s

are apt to hit very hard rock,
requiring digging, chiseling,
shoveling and blasting.

And certainly we are running
short on volunteer gravediggers,
as Archie Craft and Bill Engle
and Estill Blair well know.

For a long time I have had an
aversion to the elaborate funer-alizi- ng

incidental to the passing
of one of us.

In the old days word of a death
in a family spread rapidly enough
by grapevine and word of moutli,
without benefit of pony express,
telephone or radio.

In those days, without summons,
the men gathered with their grave --

digging tools. Most of the time
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50-m- ph limit placed

on proposed highways
Eastern Kentucky has to face

the possibility this week that the
Appalachian Development Act
will not even improve its road
system to any appreciable degree

Eastern Kentucky residents had
realized for some time that most
of the act's provisions would do
little of real value for poverty-strick- en

mountain counties, but
they had pinned their hopes on
the promise of an adequate high-
way system which the act seemed
to contain.

This week, however, highway
officials from the 11 states in-

volved in e Appalachian pro-
gram met in Washington and

on some proposals to cut
the costs of the roads to be built
under the act.

A principal economy measure
is this: the roads will be designed
for speed limits of only 50 miles
an hour, because roads designed
for higher speeds would be more
expensive.

The officials also agreed on
another economy. They will
limit the number of overpasses,
underpasses and Interchanges in
the road system. These facil-
ities also are expensive.

Most major roads in Eastern
Kentucky now permit

speeds and one of the
major road needs Is for over-
passes, underpasses and inter-
changes to avoid slowing traf-
fic i,n congested areas.

Thus, the economy measures
would appear to limit the road
system's usefulness in Eastern
Kentucky to a little relocation
and curve -- straightening on ex-

isting highways.
The highways also must be de-

signed to meet traffic needs 20
years after their completion, so
the officials agreed that parts of
the system will be four -- lane roads
and others only two-lan- e. Some
of the two-la- ne roads will have
rights-of-wa- y adequate for build-
ing additional lanes later.

These results of the highway of-

ficials' meeting with federal high

the lamily preacher was among
them.

The women came, too, bring-
ing food and such other things a s
the stricken family might need.
They looked after the chores and
tended the house and took care
of the younguns.

Before the availability of em-
balming it often was expedient
if not necessary to do the bury-
ing as quickly as possible.

It Is different after the availa-
bility of embalming. The moun-
tain family often will protract the
mourning period to four days or
more. The embalmers--o- r call
them funeral directors or mort-
iciansapparently have worked it
down .to a three --day period.
When the radio announces you
have died, Fritz Moore or Deward
Banks or Glenn Polly or Nelson
Bennett will have worked every-
thing out for you to be in the
ground and probably forgotten
by the end of the third day there-
after.

They may have had to hire some
of the gravediggers. The volun-
teer gravedigger simply Is not

he nad gone to some
other state, or has died.

I have long nad a tee ling that
these mortal remains could be
disposed of with less trouble, with
less funeralizing, with less croco-
dile mourning, ty quick
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way administrator Rex M. Whitton
were reported by a Washington
correspondent for Scripps-Howa- rd

newspapers.
John Whisman, who represents

Gov. Edward T. Breathitt on the
Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion, estimated that as much as
50 miles of Kentucky roads may
be Included in'the commission's
first announcement of road. starts,
expected the middle of May.

Whisman said sections of US 23,'
US 119 and the extension of the
Mountain Parkway arc likeliest
to get the first money.

The Appalachian bill provides
$805, 000, 000 in federal funds for
road construction. This is to be
matched by $360, 000,000 in state
funds to build a 2, 350 mile high-
way system.

The commission is expected to
announce next month the loca-
tion of the first 149 miles to be
built, as well as corridors or gen-
eral routes for another 1,000 miles.

The first highway construction
usder the new program will begin
after the July 1 fiscal year start.

Not 'underprivileged'
A University of Kentucky profes-

sor told a Jenkins high school aud-
ience this week he is tired of hear-
ing about the underprivileged chil-
dren of Eastern Kentucky.

Speaking at a career day confer-
ence at Jenkins, Dr. Elbert W.
Ockerman of UK observed that the
appearance of Eastern Kentucky
students was just as good and their
behavior was much the same as

(Continued on Page 12)

Caudill elected
Harry M. Caudill of Whitesburg

was elected this week to the
board of directors of the Council
of Southern Mountains at the or-

ganization's annual conference in
Chattanooga, Tenn.

The Rev. Philip Young of Haz-
ard was vice president
of the council.

The last time I helped to carry
a heavy casket of a dear old
friend up a craggy hillside to the
Jep Ison graveyard at Blackey, I

decided this is more trouble to
us old guys than this old guy
would want" --- matter what is
the custom or wish.

Ever after that, I stated openly
and frankly and flatly that it is
my wish that these mortal re-

mains shall be disposed of by cre-

mation.
This idea brought varied reac-

tions.
There was stark, silent horror.
There was that of religious re-

pugnance "hit hain't the Lord's
"way.

Of doubt about the proper re-

spect for the dead.
But none of those reactors are

carrying that heavy and expen-
sive casket up that craggy hill.

Your dead old body can use ve-

ry little of religion or respect for
the dead, or tears.

The body Is of no further use,
except perhaps to a medical
school, a researcher, or as fer-

tilizer. They of course are wel-
come to mine, or any part of it.

When time has loosed the shack-
les Of this useless mortal thing;
When all has turned to dust again;
Please let there be no mourning
At the bar when I am dead. Just
chuck the ashes in an old stone
crock and hoist a drink instead.

These hones won't walk around


