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Kenya Turner broke the Commanderettes’ 

scoring record with 43 points.

     B-1

INSIDEINSIDE

By Jesse Osbourne
Sun Editor

With a new ordinance 
and tax moratorium in the 
works, Springfield city res-
idents will have incentive 
to maintain and improve 
their property. 

Improvements over 
$5,000 would be tax abated 
for five years, according to 
City Administrator Laurie 
Smith. 

In other words, any 
improvement made to a 
home’s exterior over $5,000 
wouldn’t be reassessed for 
property taxes by the PVA 
office for five years after 
the completion of the proj-
ect. 

The tax abatement 
comes on the heels of an 
ordinance that strength-
ens the public nuisance 
ordinance. 

A draft of the new ordi-
nance was reviewed by the 
council on Feb. 14 during 
a city council meeting at 
City Hall.

“Our current nuisance 
ordinance, the property has 
to be in almost such a state 
of disrepair (and) the only 
thing you can do is tear it 
down,” City Attorney Bill 
Robinson said.

Robinson said he didn’t 
think the new ordinance 
was overbearing on city 
residents.

“It’s not overly burden-
some,” he said. “It’s just 
simply saying, ‘If you own 
something, take reasonable 
steps to take care of it.’” 

The ordinance bans the 
accumulation of junked 
or wrecked vehicles or 
machines outside of a prop-
erty, as well as the accu-
mulation of parts for a 
machine or motor vehicle. 

Weed growth is also 
addressed. The ordinance 

City looks 
to beef up 
ordinances

See BEEF, Page A5

Willie Ellery is a long-time Chamber of Commerce supporter and city council member. 
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‘The more you’re involved, the 
more you’ll know what’s going on.’

Nelson County EMS, along with Washington County emergency personnel, the Washington 
County Sheriff’s Department and Kentucky State Police, responded to a wreck in the 
westbound lane of the Bluegrass Parkway near mile-marker 39 (just outside the Nelson 
County line) at around 10:30 a.m. on Monday. Ema Sapp, Jr., of Leitchfield, had to be 
transported by helicopter to the University of Kentucky Medical Center. 
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Sentencing 
rescheduled 

again 
By Jesse Osbourne

Sun Editor

(Due to an editor’s 
error, this story was inad-
vertently left out of last 
week’s editon of The 
Springfield Sun.)

Sentencing for Norris 
Wayne Bartley and Billy 
Joe Mattingly, who pled 

guilty to stealing mari-
juana while serving as 
sheriff ’s deputies, was 
rescheduled again. The 
new sentencing date is set 
for March 7 at 2 p.m. at 
the Gene Snyder United 
States Courthouse in 
Louisville.

The deputies were set 
for sentencing on Feb. 
9, but were rescheduled 
before appearing in 
court.

Accident claims 
local man’s life
Special to the Sun

Kentucky State 
Trooper Fred Cornett 
is investigating a one- 
vehicle fatal collision 
that occurred at approxi-
mately 2:50 a.m. on Feb. 
18, two miles north of 
Willisburg on KY 53.  

The collision occurred 
when 21-year-old Michael 
Sallee, of Mackville, was 
operating a 1995 Ford 

southbound on KY 53.  
For unknown rea-

sons, Sallee dropped off 
the right shoulder of 
the roadway, struck the 
guardrail and then a 
tree.  

Sallee was belted at 
the time of the collision.  

Sallee was pronounced 
deceased at the scene by 
the Washington County 
Coroner.

For a complete obitu-
ary, see page A6. 

Collision on 
the Bluegrass 

Parkway
Special to the Sun

Kentucky State Trooper 
John Adams is investi-
gating a collision that 
occurred on Monday at 
10:25 a.m. on the Bluegrass 
Parkway, 15 miles north 

of Springfield.  
S i x t y - f o u r - y e a r -

old Ema Sapp Jr., of 
Leitchfield, was operating 
a 1995 Ford Taurus.  

He was traveling west 
on the parkway when he 
ran off the roadway and 
struck a guardrail. 

Sapp was not belted 
and was ejected from the 
vehicle.  

He was airlifted from 
the scene and transported 
to University of Kentucky 
Medical Center.  

The cause of the colli-
sion is unknown at this 
time.

Pottsville area will 
change districts

By Jesse Osbourne
Sun Editor

(Due to an editor’s 
error, the Sun incor-
rectly reported that all 
of Washington County 
would remain in Brett 
Guthrie’s congressio-
nal district. Part of 
Washington County will 
actually change congres-
sional districts.)

Some voters in 
Magistrate Hal Goode’s 
and Morris Sweazy’s 
districts should 
acquaint themselves 
with Congressman 
Ed Whitfield , 
R-Hopkinsville. 

During the recent con-
gressional redistricting 
process in Kentucky, a 
small part of Washington 
County was taken from 
Brett Guthrie’s district, 
the Second District, and 
put in Ed Whitfield’s dis-
trict, the First District.

Whitfield is a 
Republican from 
Hopkinsville. 

Washington County 
Judge-Executive John 
Settles said the new lines 
would cause problems at 
the local level. 

“That line does not fol-
low any precinct lines,” 
he said. “It does not fol-

See VOTE, Page A3

By Jesse Osbourne
Sun Editor

(Editor’s note: Each 
week during Black 
History Month, we’ll run 
a profile of an African-
American who is a posi-
tive role model. This is 
the fourth part in a five-
part series.)

Springfield City 
Council member Willie 
Ellery learned by watch-
ing others, and now he’s 
quietly leading by exam-
ple in the city where he 
was born and raised. 

Ellery has been on the 
board of directors with 
the Chamber of Commerce 
since the late 80’s. He’s 
served four or six terms, 

he can’t remember, on 
the city council. 

He’s involved with 
his church (Holy Rosary) 
and the Knights of 
Columbus. 

He used to play adult-
league softball when the 
sport was still thriving. 

Ellery laughs deep 
when asked about play-
ing against a local coach. 
There are good memories 
lingering on the softball 
diamond. 

After serving eight or 
12 years, Ellery has seen 
big projects and change 
come through the city. 

One of the biggest, he 
said, is the revitalization 

See ELLERY, Page A2


