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Shelbyville auto supplier seeing better days 
DOW: 14,054.49 20.88

FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 2013

PLAYER LAUDED FOR 
IMPROBABLE HIGH 

SCHOOL CAREER - B3

WIZARDS’ WALL 
FIGHTING THROUGH 
ROUGH PATCH - B4

Lafayette’s 
Sarah Cooley 
(23) put in 
a shot over 
Madison 
Southern’s 
Kelley Free-
man (32). 
Cooley scored 
14 points 
as the Lady 
Generals led 
wire to wire.

MARK CORNELISON 
mcornelison@ 

herald-leader.com

Franklin County took its 
best shot Thursday night and 
knocked off Bryan Station 56-
51 in the first round of the 
girls’ 11th Region Basketball 
Tournament.

The Flyers converted 51.4 
percent from the floor (18-
35), while holding Bryan 

Station to 29.9 percent (20-
for-67) in Eastern Kentucky 
University’s McBrayer Arena.

No. 21 Lafayette crushed 
Madison Southern 71-28 in 
Thursday’s opener.

Franklin County and Lafay-
ette advance to Saturday’s 
3:15 p.m. semifinal. That will 
come after Madison Central 
faces Dunbar at 1:30.

“Just grit,” Coach Joey 
Thacker said carried his Fly-
ers to victory. “Our kids are 
young and we’re not real pol-
ished by any means. But we 
competed real hard and we’ve 
played a really good schedule. 
That’s kind of, this time of 
year, the things that it takes.”

Malaka Frank led Franklin 
(23-10) with 13 points, one 
more than Nannilena White. 
Raven Timmons added 10 

‘GRIT’ CARRIES FLYERS 
PAST BRYAN STATION 

Franklin Co., Lafayette advance
By Mark Maloney

mmaloney@herald-leader.com

11TH REGION GIRLS’ TOURNAMENT

SATURDAY’S SEMIFINALS
At EKU

1:30 p.m. — Madison Central (27-
4) vs. Paul Laurence Dunbar (17-11)

3:15 p.m. — Lafayette (20-12) vs. 
Franklin County (23-10)

TUESDAY’S FINALS
7:30 p.m. — Semifinal winners

See 11TH REGION, B3

See a photo gallery online.

They are the Washington 
Generals of March Madness. 
Pity those poor No. 16 seeds.

As everyone who fol-
lows college basketball even 
remotely knows by rote, 
since the NCAA Tournament 
expanded to at least 64 teams 
in 1985, No. 16 seeds are oh-
for-all eternity in matchups 
with No. 1 seeds.

The current count is 0-for-
112 against top seeds for the 
poor 16s.

Yet amid a regular diet 
of jaw-dropping upsets in 
the 2012-13 college basket-
ball season, the sentiment 
is growing that the coming 
NCAA Tournament will 
finally be sweet for the 16s.

“A 16 beating a 1 is not 
out of the question,” Duke 
Coach Mike Krzyzewski 
told USA Today this week. 
“(College basketball) is so 
balanced, so balanced.”

At least three teams 
thought to be in the running 
for No. 1 seeds in the 2013 
NCAA tourney have losses 
to opponents whose power 
ratings are in the range of (or 
lower than) the teams that 
tend to earn 16 seeds.

A year ago, the four teams 
that made it into the bracket 
of 64 as 16 seeds had Pome-
roy Ratings of 102 (Lamar), 
120 (Vermont), 121 (UNC 
Asheville) and 191 (Western 
Kentucky).

Already this season, pos-
sible No. 1 seed Miami has a 
loss (albeit with a key player, 
big man Reggie Johnson, 
sidelined by injury) to No. 
146 Florida Gulf Coast. An-
other potential No. 1, Michi-
gan, fell Wednesday night to 
No. 152 Penn State.

The most inexplicable re-
sult of all came when Kansas, 
last season’s NCAA Tourna-
ment runner-up and a strong 
contender this year for a top 
seed, somehow lost at No. 
284 Texas Christian early last 
month.

If teams thought to be 
among the nation’s elite can 
lose to TCU, Penn State and 
Florida Gulf Coast, goes 
the current thinking in the 
hoops world, who is to say 
a loss of similar magnitude 
will not happen in El Gran 
Baile?

A season ago, basketball 
statistics guru Ken Pomeroy 
wrote a blog post in which 
he proclaimed that 2012 
would be the tournament 
where a No. 16 beat a No. 1. 
Pomeroy noted then that the 

‘BALANCED’ GAME PUTS 
FANS ON UPSET ALERT

Is this 
the year 
a 16 tops 
a No. 1?

See STORY, B5
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When he tore an anterior 
cruciate ligament at Florida, 
Nerlens Noel became a mem-
ber of a club that no one 
wants to join. That there is a 
fraternity of BBFs who share 
the experience of torn ACLs 
led former Kentucky star 
Derek Anderson to offer Noel 
support.

“Because, trust me, when 
I hurt my knee, that was the 
most miserable time of my 
life,” Anderson said. “Man, it 
was like, ‘I’m alone. The play-
ers are gone. They’re practic-
ing. They’re playing.’

“It was just the emotional 
and mental aspect I couldn’t 
grasp for a while.”

Anderson advised Noel to 
rejoin his teammates in as 
many activities as possible as 
quickly as possible.

Noel tore the ACL in his 
left knee as he came down 
awkwardly after blocking a 
shot on Feb. 12. He crumpled 
to the floor, clutching his leg 
and screaming in pain. Sud-
denly, there was doubt cast 
on Kentucky’s season. More 
importantly, from a personal 
point of view, Noel had to be 
apprehensive about his bas-
ketball future.

This led Anderson to drive 
from Louisville to Lexington 
soon after the Kentucky team 
returned from the game. The 
former UK player wanted 
Noel to know there is life af-
ter a torn ACL. It can be an 
abundant life.

Anderson, who twice tore 
ACLs as a college player, 
showed Noel video of him 
playing in the NBA.

“You can still have an NBA 
career … ,” Anderson said 
he told Noel. “But you have 
to build your body up so it’s 
eventually strong enough to 
finish (the rehabilitation).”

Anderson said he had spo-
ken to Noel repeatedly. Doc-
tors are expected to repair the 
torn ACL soon. As Anderson 
suggested, there is optimism 
that Noel will again play bas-
ketball at a high level.

Anderson shared his mes-
sage to Noel on Wednesday, 
when he and teammates from 
UK’s 1995-96 national cham-
pionship team received rings 

EX-CAT ADVISES STAR 
TO REJOIN ACTIVITIES

By Jerry Tipton
jtipton@herald-leader.com

‘You’re 
not 

alone,’ 
Noel

Derek Anderson 
suffered two 

ACL injuries in 
college and still 
enjoyed an NBA 

career.

NEXT GAME
Kentucky at Arkansas
When: Saturday, 4 p.m. (CBS-27)

See NOEL, B5

90 65Kentucky Mississippi
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Kentucky guard A’dia Mathies (1) drove for a first-half layup past Mississippi forward Tia Faleru (32) Thursday in Oxford, Miss. 
Mathies led the Cats with 20 points.

ROGELIO V. SOLIS | ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kentucky’s easy 90-65 
victory over Ole Miss on 
Thursday night meant loads 
of milestones.

It helped Coach Matthew 
Mitchell tie the program 
record as its all-time win-
ningest coach.

It guaranteed UK a first-
round bye in next week’s 

Southeastern Conference 
Tournament.

But one thing the win 
couldn’t do was give the Cats 
a shot at repeating as SEC 

regular-season champions. 
Another game on another 
court decided that as Ten-
nessee topped Texas A&M 
to claim the title outright.

The Cats meet the No. 8 
Lady Vols on Sunday in the 
teams’ regular-season finale 
at Memorial Coliseum. The 
game is sold out.

“The focus now really 

It’s all about 
the Vols, now

CATS LOOK AHEAD TO HOME FINALE AGAINST TENNESSEE AFTER ROUT OF REBELS
By Jennifer Smith

jsmith3@herald-leader.com
NEXT GAME

No. 8 Tennessee 
at No. 10 Kentucky
When: Sunday, 3:30 p.m. 
(ESPNU)

See UK WOMEN, B4

UK WOMEN’S COACHES
Coach (Years) Wins
Matthew Mitchell (2007-13) ..138

Terry Hall (1980-87) ............138

Sharon Fanning (1987-95) ...134

Bernadette Mattox (1995-03) ...91

Debbie Yow (1976-80) ...........79

Mickie DeMoss (2003-07) ......71

Sue Feamster (1971-76) ........64


