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INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana’s
new right-to-work law should be
struck down because it infringes
upon unions’ free-speech rights
by depriving them of the dues
that fund their political speech,
attorneys for a union challenging
the law contend, citing the U.S.
Supreme Court’s so-called Citi-
zens United ruling that eased re-
strictions on corporate campaign
spending.

Attorneys for the Interna-
tional Union of Operating Engi-
neers Local 150 argue in a court
brief that Indiana’s new law,
which allows workers to not pay
union dues even if a union bar-
gains on their behalf, interferes
with the union’s free speech
rights and “impinges on this fun-
damental right of union member-
ship.”

The argument is just one of
many tucked into the 45-page
brief the union filed in federal
court late last month in response

to the state’s motion to dismiss
the lawsuit. A hearing on the
state’s motion is scheduled for
April 26 in U.S. District Court in
Hammond.

Along with other arguments
based on state and federal consti-
tutions and federal labor law, the
union cites the 2010 Citizens Unit-
ed decision, which struck down
on free-speech grounds restric-
tions on corporations’ and union
spending on advertising endors-
ing or opposing certain candi-
dates.

The Indiana union’s lawyers
contend that the right-to-work
law interferes with the union’s

free-speech rights by stifling the
collection of money that helps
pay for its political speech.

“In this case, the state of Indi-
ana restricted a channel of
speech-supporting finance,” the
union brief maintains. “The
Union legitimately utilizes dues
money collected through the
agency shop provisions in its col-
lective bargaining agreements,
in part, to finance political
speech The Indiana Right to
Work law prohibits agency shop
agreements, and that prohibition
restricts a channel through
which speech-supporting finance
might flow.”

Adam Skaggs, a lawyer with
the Brennan Center for Justice at
New York University School of
Law, said it would be a “stretch”
to read the Supreme Court deci-
sion in such a way because the
ruling is about spending money,
not collecting it.

“I’m not sure that Citizens
United is going to bear the weight
they’re attempting to put on it,”
Skaggs said.

Jim Bopp, the Terre Haute
lawyer and Republican activist
who crafted the argument that
resulted in Citizens United, said a

Union: Law limits free speech
Right-to-work case has constitutional claim

By Charles Wilson
Associated Press
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A Clark County corrections of-
ficer was arrested after his car
hit a building in Jeffersonville
early Monday morning.

Damien Conn, 25, was arrest-
ed on preliminary charges of bat-
tery to a law enforcement officer,
resisting law enforcement and
leaving the scene
of a motor vehicle
accident, Jeffer-
sonville Police
spokesman Todd
Hollis said. Conn
suffered minor
injuries.

Hollis said
that Jefferson-
ville Police were
notified about 2:30 a.m. Monday
that the fire department had been
called to a building at 2420 E.10th
St. When police arrived, they
found that a car had been driven
into the side of the building, Hol-
lis said.

As one officer was investigat-
ing the scene, he heard a call
from a second officer at the near-
by First Baptist Church of Jeffer-
sonville, where the second offi-
cer had found Conn, Hollis said.
The two officers, in questioning
Conn, determined he had driven
his car into the neighboring
building, and when they attempt-
ed to arrest him, he resisted and
was subdued, Hollis said.

Hollis, who was out of the of-
fice Monday, said he didn’t know

Jeff
crash
brings
arrest
Clark jail officer
faces charges
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The Transit Authority of River City has
announced plans for increased service for
Thunder Over Louisville on April 21.

TARC said that bus trips will be in-
creased into downtown for the event and
that it will set up five boarding areas to be
used to leave the waterfront area after the
air and fireworks show.

About 10,000 passengers are expected
to take TARC downtown for the annual
event on the river.

TARC spokesman Jon Reiter said that

for most people Thunder “offers a full day
of fun, but after the fireworks and it’s time
to go home, the headaches can begin” if
you are driving.

“Leaving Thunder can be frustrating,”
he said, adding that TARC “can be like an
aspirin. Hop on a bus, chill out and let us
take you home.”

On Thunder day, bus riders are encour-
aged to plan ahead and know their route
number and their stop locations for arriv-
ing and departing trips. Added service on
cross-river Routes Nos. 71 and 72 will op-
erate to and from downtown Louisville un-
til bridges are closed for the show. The
routes will then terminate at Court Ave-
nue and Spring Street in Jeffersonville,
Ind.

Buses on these routes will not make re-
turn trips to Indiana after the fireworks

show, because of the closure of the Clark
Memorial Bridge, which again will be
loaded with fireworks for the show.

Post-event boarding will be restricted
to five locations, all within several blocks
of the waterfront. Buses will operate until
11:30 p.m. at those locations. The boarding
locations are designed to keep buses out of
heavy traffic as much as possible to get
people home faster.

Beginning at 3:30 p.m., more buses will
be added on downtown routes, improving
the frequency of bus arrival times at stops
and adding capacity.

There will be no shuttle service from
the Kentucky Exposition Center to down-
town.

Regular fares will be in effect, and

A TARC shuttle drops off Thunder Over Louisville fans at Second and Main streets. COURIER-JOURNAL FILE PHOTO

TARC plans increased
Thunder bus service
More bus trips, boarding
areas added for shows
By Sheldon S. Shafer
sshafer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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The owners of the Buckhead
Mountain Grill on the Jefferson-
ville, Ind., riverfront spent
$2 million to renovate and re-
open the restaurant following a
fire in December.

On Monday, it was back to
business as the restaurant re-
opened.

“It’s all new,” co-owner Mike
Kapfhammer said during lunch-

time Monday. “Ninety percent of
the building’s interior was re-
built.”

Initially, Kapfhammer said he
thought the building could be re-
paired and reopened in just a few
weeks, after a fire that started in
the lighting system spread in the
attic.

But it was impossible to get
rid of the smoke odor and stain
without replacing the ceiling and
most of the interior walls, co-

Buckhead, renovated
after blaze, reopens

Buckhead Mountain Grill in Jeffersonville, damaged in a December
fire, has reopened after a $2 million renovation. PAM SPAULDING/THE C-J

By Ben Zion Hershberg
bhershberg@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See BUCKHEAD, Page B8

In Hokie nation, where
football is big and getting
bigger, Virginia Tech ap-
parently is poised to re-
move a grove of trees
that pre-dates George
Washington — and could
be around for hundreds of
years more.
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MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from reporter
James Bruggers at Watchdog
Earth log, www.courier-
journal.com/earthblog
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