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wins on Thursday night
against Georgia and on the
road against Florida next Sun-
day.

Only two teams since 1956
have finished league play un-
defeated — Kentucky in 1996
and 2003. The 1996 team went
on to win a national title, and
the ‘03 group lost in the re-
gional finals to Marquette.

This team, which starts three
freshmen and two sopho-
mores, expects to play for a na-
tional title in April and hasn’t
lost since a buzzer-beating shot
at Indiana on Dec. 10.

That’s why there was no pro-
longed on-court celebration of
yet another conference crown.

“It’s just another step to the
main goal,” Jones said. “It’s just
something we have to do to
continue to get better and to
improve. We take it, but we’re
not happy or satisfied with it.”

Kentucky’s fellow freshmen
also chipped in. Point guard
Marquis Teague scored 16
points, and forward Michael
Kidd-Gilchrist had eight points
and eight rebounds before
fouling out for the Wildcats,
who trailed at halftime at home
for just the second time this
year.

Jeffery Taylor scored 19
points for Vanderbilt (20-9, 9-
5), and John Jenkins added 15
of his 18 points in the second
half as Vanderbilt proved to be
a big test, taking a 37-36 half-
time lead.

Davis scored the first two
baskets of the second half as
two fans held up a sign in the
student section that said “Big
Blue Brow” and Kentucky
never trailed again.

“He did whatever he wanted
to do,” said Vanderbilt center
Festus Ezeli, who had 15 points.
“I didn’t offer much of a resist-
ance and he played very well
today.”

Jenkins, the reigning SEC
player of the week, hit a 3 that
tied it at 45, but Kentucky took
a 66-56 lead with 7:47 left
sparked by Wildcats senior
Darius Miller, who hit a 3 and
added a jumper that gave the
Wildcats their first double-digit
lead.

Vanderbilt, which starts four
seniors who had won at every
venue in the SEC over their four
years except Rupp Arena, had
one more run.

Taylor scored on a drive, and
Jenkins, a junior, hit consecu-
tive 3-pointers and one of two
free throws that cut it to 66-65
with 4:22 left. Davis answered
with a turnaround jumper as
the shot clock expired.

“It’s extremely deflating

when you play 30 seconds of
solid defense and they score at
the end,” Goulbourne said. “Es-
pecially when you are playing
from a deficit and trying to take
a lead.”

Teague added one of two
free throws and Jones made
two more that gave the Wild-
cats a 71-65 lead with 2:42 to go.
The Commodores managed to
foul out Kidd-Gilchrist but
missed free throws in bunches
late.

Taylor missed two and Ezeli
missed one of two with 2:30 left
as the Commodores went 5 of
11 in the second half.

Miller answered with a
floater. After Jenkins drove for
an uncontested layup, Davis hit
the 18-footer that gave Ken-
tucky a 75-68 lead with 1:06 left
as the Wildcats finished with a
flourish thanks to Jones and
Davis’ big block.

“I’ve been holding him
back,” Kentucky coach John
Calipari said with a smile. “I’m
trying to get him to stay in
school another year.”

Not likely for Davis, who
could be the No. 1 pick of
June’s NBA draft.

Kentucky led by as many
as eight in the first half, but
the Commodores used a 9-0
run capped by three free
throws by Brad Tinsley to
take a 36-34 lead early in the
first half. Davis hit two free
throws, but Tinsley an-
swered with one more with
3.2 seconds left that let the
Commodores join North
Carolina as the only teams
to have a halftime lead at
Rupp Arena this season.

Just as they did against the
Tar Heels, Kentucky made sure
it didn’t last long.

“They made their run,”
Davis said. “(But) we always
keep our heads in the game.”

“at’s what great play-
ers do and what really suc-
cessful teams do. ey get
plays done at end of the
clock. In some cases we
played great defense and
the ball went it. You just tip
your cap to him,” Stallings
admitted.

Great player? at’s not
an embellishment.

“Today was probably his
best overall game,” sopho-
more teammate Terrence
Jones said. “He did a little
bit of everything. He re-
bounded, made shots, tip-
ins. All we needed, he did.
Everybody is getting better
at understanding what
other people do best, but
we all know Anthony can
do everything.”

Freshman Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist felt Davis had a
“crazy” game — and that’s
meant as a big compliment.

Who would Kidd-
Gilchrist compare him to?

“Let me see. Maybe like
LeBron (James),” Kidd-
Gilchrist said.

Of course, the Miami
Heat star is considered the
best player in the NBA by
many, or certainly one of
the top three. 

“at’s who I think it is if
you want to compare An-
thony because he can do
everything,” Kidd-Gilchrist
said. “From on offense to
defense, he’s a monster.”

Best player in the coun-
try?

“Yeah, I think he is,”
Kidd-Gilchrist said. “I don’t
really know how to explain
his game. But I think he’s
the best.”

So do I. 
He’s been known as a

shot blocker, and does lead
the country with 139 in 29
games. However, he’s also
pulling off 9.9 rebounds per
game and leading UK with
44 steals. Offensively, he’s
averaging 13.9 points per
game after getting his sea-
son high against Vandy and
is shooting 65 percent from
the field.

“I’ve been holding him
back,” Kentucky coach John
Calipari joked after the win
that clinched the South-
eastern Conference title for
Kentucky. “I’m trying to get
him to stay in school an-
other year. After the game, I
just told everybody they did
what they did and how
good, and I said, ‘You
(Davis) were pretty good,
too.’ And the whole team

started laughing. ey
thought it was hysterical. 

“He’s a good kid. He’s
just unselfish. He only took
11 shots. He made 10. You
tell me if you’re that kid,
blocking shots, rebounding
balls, you’re not going to
take 20 shots?”

Not Davis. He’s not that
way. Give him three shots
in a Kentucky win and he’s
happy. Give him 30 points
in a Kentucky loss and he
won’t be happy. That’s one
reason this team could be
special. If a player des-
tined to be the overall 
No. 1 pick in the June NBA
draft is not selfish and
concerned about winning
more than anything else, it
sets the tone for the team.

Davis didn’t even want to
buy into Kidd-Gilchrist’s
comparison to James.

“I would not say I am Le-
Bron James by any stretch,”
Davis laughed and said.
“LeBron is LeBron. He’s the
best. He’s in his own cate-
gory, but that’s great he
thinks of me that way. I just
try each game to play hard
and do what I am capable
of doing.”

Does he have more still
to show now that he’s start-
ing to score outside and

also put the ball on the
floor more?

“I don’t know yet. I don’t
know how I would evaluate
what I have left, but I hope
there’s more to come. at’s
why you practice to get bet-
ter every day,” Davis said. “I
knew early in the year when
my free throws weren’t
falling that they would. I
knew I could score outside.
I still think there is more I
can do.”

e player he wants to be
like is NBA star Kevin Du-
rant, a versatile forward
who can do a bit of every-
thing with amazing athleti-
cism and skills.

“I look up to him and the
way he plays,” Davis said.
“He just loves basketball
and so do I. I try to pattern
myself after his game.”

However, with the way
he’s playing, there’s cer-
tain to be many players
wanting to pattern them-
selves after Davis because
as Vanderbilt found out
Saturday, there’s not much
this special player cannot
do.

“He’s got to be player of
the year. I don’t know how
you could vote for anybody
else,” Jones said. “What
more could one player do?”
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Anthony Davis, left, has started to put the ball on the floor more, as well as scoring from the outside. Davis isn’t sure what else he needs to show.
“I don’t know how I would evaluate what I have left, but I hope there’s more to come. That’s why you practice to get better every day,” he said.

Terrence Jones
(3) and Marquis
Teague 
celebrate after 
Saturay’s win
over Vanderbilt.
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CATS STATS

No. 1 KENTUCKY 83, 
VANDERBILT 74

VANDERBILT (20-9)
Ezeli 5-10 5-6 15, Tinsley 1-5 4-5 7,
Goulbourne 4-10 3-4 11, Jenkins 6-18
2-3 18, Taylor 8-16 1-5 19, Johnson 0-0
0-0 0, Fuller 0-0 0-0 0, Parker 2-3 0-0
4, Tchiengang 0-1 0-0 0, Odom 0-0 0-0
0. Totals 26-63 15-23 74.
KENTUCKY (28-1)
Jones 5-7 2-2 12, Kidd-Gilchrist 4-10 0-
0 8, Davis 10-11 8-9 28, Lamb 4-7 0-0
9, Teague 5-12 6-7 16, Miller 4-9 0-0 9,
Vargas 0-0 1-2 1, Wiltjer 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 32-56 17-20 83.
Halftime—Vanderbilt 37-36. 3-Point
Goals—Vanderbilt 7-18 (Jenkins 4-9,
Taylor 2-5, Tinsley 1-3, Parker 0-1), Ken-
tucky 2-10 (Lamb 1-3, Miller 1-4, Kidd-
Gilchrist 0-1, Teague 0-2). Fouled
Out—Jones, Kidd-Gilchrist. Rebounds—
Vanderbilt 29 (Taylor 9), Kentucky 37
(Davis 11). Assists—Vanderbilt 7 (John-
son 2), Kentucky 11 (Teague 6). Total
Fouls—Vanderbilt 18, Kentucky 18. A—
24,388.
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