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The Letcher County Economic
Opportunity Committee added
four members and lost one this
week, as the "War on Poverty"
remained bogged down in poll-ti- cs

and confusion.
The four new members are

Mrs. Zenneth Bentley and Arch-

ie Craft, both of
Dexter Dixon, Blackey, ana Curt
Collier, Eolia.

Mrs, Bentley was named to the
committee as a of
the American Federation of Teach-
ers, which recently organized a
chapter here. The teachers' un-

ion tiad asked for
on the committee. Mrs. Bentley
was nominated by Varon Camp-
bell, a member of the Economic
Opportunity group and the AFT.

The other 'members were nom-
inated by Mrs, Leila Bentley of
the local public assistance office.
Craft is the United States marshal
for Eastern Kentucky and as such
is required to be away from Letch-
er County much of the time. Dix-

on is chairman of the Democratic
Party in the county. Collier Is a

and Is the acknow-
ledged Democratic political boss
of the Cumberland River area of
Letcher County.

After Mrs. Bentley made the
nominations, County Judge James
M. Caudill moved that the nom-
inations cease, and Tom Trinkle
seconded the motion.

There were only four vacancies
on the committee, which is lim-
ited by its articles of
to 25 members.

Harry M. Caudill, Whitesburg
attorney who has been serving as
vice chairman of the committee,
submitted Ills resignation from
the committee to County Atty.
Stanley Hoggv,' who Is the chair-
man. Caudill was not present at
the committee meeting but sent
a letter of resignation to Hogg the
following day. He gave no reason
for his resignation. Caudill Is the
author of "Night Comes to the
Cumberlands, " a book about Eas-

tern Kentucky which Is credited
with helping to stimulate the
federal government to begin the
"War on Poverty."

The Economic Opportunity Com-

mittee has been delegated Dy fis-

cal court as the official county
agency to deal with programs un-

der the Economic Opportunity
Act of 1964 (the "War on Pover-
ty") and the Devel-
opment Act. It decided this week
that it also will serve as a county
development association and will
"work toward total county

Presumably It will al-

so have charge, as a development
association, of programs which
become available under the Area
Development Act now under con-
sideration by Congress. This act
will extend the accelerated pub-

lic works program, which provid-
ed funds for the new courthouse,
sewer system, etc. , and will also
provide new funds for economic

Thus the 25 -- member commit-
tee will have charge of all mon-
ey to be spent under the major
new federal programs in Letcher
Gounty. As a non-pro- fit corpor-
ation, the committee is responsi-
ble to no one for its actions. Its
articles of do not
set out terms of office for its of-

ficers or directors, and apparent-
ly they serve in The
articles contain no provisions for
adding new members or enlarg-
ing the committee if new groups
seek on it. None
of the present members except
Mrs. Zenneth Bentley Is a repre-
sentative of a particular organ-
ization or group, selected by
that group to speak for it.

The committee heard a talk
by William Miller of Quicksand.
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resource development specialist
with the University of Kentucky
College of Agriculture Resource
Development Project. He urged
that the Letcher County group
Join with Perry, Knott and Les-

lie counties In the Upper Ken-
tucky River Area Development
Council. The committee named
five persons to serve on the board
of directors of the area council,
which heretofore has been loose-
ly organized. The five are Sam
C. Webb, Letcher County tax
commissioner; Mrs. Troy Stal-lar- d,

Seth Kegan and Mrs. Lun-d- y

Adams, all members of the
Economic Opportunity Commit-
tee, and Isaac Caudill, director
of planning for the "War on Pov-

erty" in Letcher County. They
are to attend an area council
meeting Hyden May 18 and while
there are to attend a private ses-

sion to consider employment of
a four-coun- ty planner by the
area council.

The committee named Patricia
Sparks as secretary In the local
Office of Economic Opportunity
after Nettie Ratllff, who was
named at the last meeting, said
she could not accept the job.

Miller said the Economic Op-

portunity Committee should be
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Commencement exercises for

214 graduating seniors Whites-

burg High School will held
7:30 p. m. Saturday, May 22, in
the school gymnasium.

Dr. B. H. Jarman, president of
Pikeville College, will deliver
the commencement address.

Dr. Jarman Is a former profes-
sor of education at Georce
ington University In Wasnlngton,
D. C. , and has served as adviser
to the government Korea on

matters. He
served as assistant to the

George Washington Uni-

versity and a scholarship there
named in his honor. During

his tenure there, he directed
the Nepal project for
the Peace Corps.

Dr. Jarman has done extensive
public speaking, and he has con
tributed articles to many publi-

cations.
He has been president Pike --

vllle since February,
1963. Recently
his resignation at the of the
current school year.
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chairman
a committee of love and tol-
erance. " When a member of the

remarked that it seemed tofroupmore philosophy than direc-
tion toward action and that no-

thing had happened so far in the
"War on Poverty, " Miller replied
that of course something had hap-
pened-- county had a new
courthouse and a new Giilf Service
Station.

Another member asked ahout
reports that the committee should

more representative of the poor
people is designed serve.
Miller said it all on who
you talk to in Washington whether
the poor are entitled to more rep-
resentation on the committee.

The group discussed possibilities
of a cleanup in Letcher
County but reached no conclusions.
Early last fall, the committee ap-

plied to Washington for money to
purchase landfill dump sites and
to undertake a massive cleanup
campaign here. The application
received unofficial praise from
Washington, but the federal Office
of Economic Opportunity has nev-
er acted on it, either to grant it
or to deny it.

The committee will meet again
on the second Monday in June,

The Rev. H. M. Wiley, pastor
the Whitesburg Methodist

Church, was to give the bacca-
laureate sermon Sunday In the
Whitesburg grade school audi- -
torium.

Dr. Jarman also will deliver the
commencement address at Fleming--

Neon High School on Tuesday,
May 18.
oraauanon exercises win new

at Letcher High School 7:30 p.
m. Thursday, May 20. Dr, J. R.

protessor oi education
at the University of Kentucky, will
deliver the address. He currently
directing an lnservice program for
school administrators which includes
Letcher

Larry C. Breeding, of Mr. and
Mrs. James Breeding Jr. of Isom, is
valedictorian of the class, and Mary
Kaye Asner, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Curt Asher, Is salutatorian.
The Rev. McCoy Franklin of Whites-
burg will give the devotional.

Kendall Boggs, assistant superin-
tendent of schools, will speak at
Letcher eighth grade commence-
ment at 7:30 p. Friday, May 21.

BEST SCHOLARS Austin (right) is valedictorian, and
Bentley Is salutatorian of 1965 senior class at

High School. Napier is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Na-

pier, and Bentley is son of Mr. and Mrs. Bentley.
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Massive
program

A road Drocram Drovidina for
about $25, 000, 000 of new road
construction in Letcher County
during the next five years was
approved this week by the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission.

The commission administers the
federal government's new program
for the Appalachian mountain

The federal government will
pay 70 per cent of the costs of
the new roads, and the state of
Kentucky will pay the other 30
per cent. Kentucky's share for
the roads marked for early con-
struction has been set aside since
last year.

The commission called for an
Immediate start on 6.8 miles of
relocation of Kentucky 15 from
Isom to the end of the new con-
struction now under way just out-

side Whitesburg. Contracts for
this work are to be let within the
next four to six weeks.

The commission also approved
engineering and rights-of-w- ay

work designed to lead to construe- - the way to and a new road
tion within the next five years of: from Jenkins to Ashland. Thus

1. A new road from Jenkins to Letcher County emerges as a
a distance of 16 miles, jor transportation hub in South- -

Thp. commission okaved enelneer- -
ing for this stretch of road and set
aside $115, 000 to pay for the en-

gineering work. The total cost
of the engineering work will be
$160,000 and the state will pay
the other $45,000.

2. A by-pa- ss around Whites-

burg, 2.2 miles from US 119 at
Pine Mountain Junction to the
West City Limits of Whitesburg.
The commission set aside $62, --

000 as its share of preliminary
engineering and rights-of-w- ay

purchase for this road. Kentucky
will pay the other $26,000.

3. A new road from Jenkins to
the Kentucky Mountain Parkway
at Prestonsburg. This would in
effect be a relocation of US 23
and would call for about 10 miles
of road in Letcher County. The

BOONE BOY SOLD TO

Sale of Boone Boy Industries
Inc., Letcher County's young
upholstered-furnitu- re industry,
to two residents of Manchester
was announced this week.

Mrs. Nathan Baker, who has
headed the furniture factory for
the past several months, said the
firm could not find suitable rent-
al quarters for its operations after
it was evicted on a 30-d- ay no-

tice by the Open Door Children's
Home, which has purchased the
old Stuart Robinson school prop-
erty at Letcher. The firm had
been located in buildings on the
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Jenkins

road
okayed

commission approved preliminary
engineering funds for this road.

4. A new road from Isom, the
end of the "quick-star- t" construc-
tion, to Walkertown on the west
side of Hazard, a total distance
of 23, 8 miles. About five miles
of this would be in Letcher Count-

y-
The total mileage in Letcher

County will be about 40 miles,
and at an average per-mi- le cost
of $600,000 to $750, 000, "the
total cost of new road construc-
tion in Letcher County would run
about $25, 000, 000. Roads to be
build under the Appalachian De-

velopment Act are to be complet-
ed within five years.

The commission also called for
ari'lmmediate start on relocation
of Ky 15 between Combs, just
west of Hazard, and Quicksand,
just east of Jackson.

In effect, the commission's
program provides for comple
tion ot tne Miuntain rarKway an

Eastern Kentucky. The road to
the north will join Johnson City
and Ashland, and the road to the
west will join Letcher County and
Lexington.

Announcement of the road pro- -
was made in Washington by

Pram Johnson and relayed to
The Mountain Eagle by Sen. John
Sherman Cooper, who said, "I
am very glad the commission has
acted quickly to initiate the Im-

provement of highways, in Eastern
Kentucky under the Appalachian
Development Bill passed by Con-

gress, including 6.8 miles be-

tween Whitesburg and Isom.
These needed highways will open
Eastern Kentucky to other sections
of Kentucky ana other states and
will provide a base for further de-

velopment."

MANCHESTER MEN

campus since it was started last
year.

Mrs. Baker said she tried for
several weeks to find someplace
to move but could not.

Boone Boy manufactures liv-

ing room couches and chairs.
Its products are sold throughout
Eastern Kentucky and In parts of
Central Kentucky. It had grown
to a 20 -- employee operation.

The M anchester purchasers are
Clyde Creech and Clyde House.
They said five of the firm's em-
ployees will move to Manchester
with them.
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DYNAMITE DAMAGES HOME was the scene inside the
home of Orval Hughes, manager of Elkhorn & Jelllco Coal Co.
properties, at Marlowe after about six sticks of diriTlte ex-

ploded in the basement at 12:3ft a.m. Ma j... The bedroom
was not occupied, Heaviest damage occurred in a bathroom
and dressing room Just beyond the bedroom. State police are
investigating the incident. Mr. and Mrs. Hughes, the only oc-

cupants of the house, were asleep upstairs when the explosion
occurred. Another picture appears inside.


