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Books are True Friends

Written by Ned Ison, Oscaloosa, Ky.,. Especially

for the Eagle.

Sometime ago I wrote an arti-

cle for the Eagle entitled, "The
Blessing of Friends," and now I
want to say that books are
friends also. But tod often they

wait in vain. One reason for
this is. I think, that the people

are overwhelmed by the crowd
of books offered to them. There

are books and books, and there

are books which are not books

at all.

In the old days books were

rare aud dear. Our ancestors
had difficulty in procuring them.
Our difficulty is what to select.
We must be careful what we

read and not. like the sailors.
take bags of wind for sacks of
treasures, not only lest we should
now fall into the error of the
Greeks and suppose that lan-

guage and definitions can be in-

struments of investigations as
well as of thought but lest, as
too often happens, we should

waste time over trash. There
are many books to which one

may apply, in the sarcastic sense,

the ambiguous remark said to

have been made to an unfortu-

nate author. "I will lose no time
in reading your book." It is

wonderful indeed how much in-ce- nt

time and happiness we

thoughtlessly throw away.

Manv, I believe, are deterred
from attempting what are called

stiff books for fear they should

not understand them; but there
are few who need complain of
the narrowness of their minds,
if only they would do their best
with them. In reading, how-eve- r,

it is most important to

select subjects in which one is

interested. I remember some

few years ago consulting one of
my teachers as to the selection
of books to read. He asked me

what interested me most and
advised me to choose that sub-

ject.
This, indeed, applies to the

work of life generally. I am
sometimes disposed to think that
the great readers of the next
generation will be, not our law-

yers and doctors, shopkeepers
and manufacturers, but the la-

borers and mechanics. Does not
this seem natural? The farmers
work mainly with their head;
when their daily duties are over
the brain is often exhausted, and
of their leisure time much must
be devoted to air and exercise.
The laborer and mechanic, on
the contrary, besides working
often for much shorter hours,
have in their work taken suff-

icient bodily exercise and could
therefore give any leisure they
might have to reading and study.
They have not done so as yet, it
is true, but this has been for
obvious reasons. Now, however,
in the first place they receive an
excellent education in elementary
schools, and in the second have
more easy access to the best
books.

Some of us do not wonder at
what men suffer, but we often
wonder at what they lose. We

suffer much no doubt from the
faults of others, but we lose
much more by our own ignor-

ance. It is one thing to own a
library; it is, however, another
to use it wisely. If I were to

gray for a taste which would

stand me in stead under every
variety of circumstances and be
a source of happiness and cheer-
fulness to me through life, and a
shield against its ills, however
things may go amiss and the
world would frown upon me, it
would be a taste for bocks.

I speak of it, of course, only
as a worldly advantage and not
in the slightest degree as super-
seding or damaging from the
higher office and surer and
stronger armor of religious prin-
ciples but as a taste for read-
ing. Give a man this taste and
a means for gratifying it and
you can hardly fail of making a
happy man, unless, indeed, you
put into his hands a most per-

verse selection of books. I have
often been astonished how little
care people devote to the selec-
tion of what they read. Books,
we know, are almost innumer-
able, our hours for reading are
alas, very few, and yet many
people read almost by hazard.
They will take any book they
chance to find in a room at a
friend's house, thev will buy a
novel at a railway station if it
has an attractive title, indeed,
in some cases I believe the bind-
ing affects their choice. The
selection is no doubt far from
easy, i nave otten wisnea tnat
someone would recommend a list
of 100 good books. If we had
such lists drawn up by a few
good guides they would be most
useful. I have heard it said that
in reading everyone must choose
for himself, but this reminds me
of the recommendation not to go
into the water till you can swim.
In the absence of such lists we
may fall back on the general
verdict of mankind. There is a
struggle for existence and a sur-
vival for the fittest among books
as well as among animals and
plants.

Age is a recommendation in
four things old wood to burn,
old wine to drink, old friends to
trust and old books to read. Yet
the oldest books of the world are
remarkable and interesting on
account of their very age, and
the works which have influenced
the opinions or charmed the
leisure hours of millions of men
in distant time and far-awa- y

regions are well worth reading
on that very account, even if
they seem scarcely to deserve
their reputation. Of all the
privileges we enjoy in this twen-

tieth century there is none per-

haps for which we ought to be

more thankful than for the easier
access to books.

These are the masters who

instruct us without rods and
ferules, without hard words and
anger, without clothes or money.

If you approach them they are
not asleep, if investigating you
interrogate them they conceal
nothing, if you mistake them
they never grumble, if you are
ignorant they cannot laugh at
you. This feeling that books are
real friends is constantly present
to all who love reading.

I have friends whose society is
extremely agreeable to me, they
are of all agos and of every
country. They have distinguish- -

J ed themselves in the cabinet and
in the field, and obtained high

honors for their knowledge of
science. It is easy to gain access
to them, for they are always at
my hand service, and I admit
them to my company and dismiss
them from it when I please.
They are never troublesome but
immediately answer every ques-
tion I ask them. Some relate to
me the eyents of past ages, while
others reveal to me the secrets
of nature. Some teach me how
to live while some teach me how
to die. Some drive away my
cares and gladden my spirits,
while others give patience to my
mind and teach me the impor-
tant lessons how to restrain my
desires and to depend wholly on
myself. In return for all their
services thev only ask me to ac-

commodate them with a conven-
ient chamber in some corner of
my humble habitation where they
may repose in peace.

He that loves a book will never
want for a faithful friend, a
wholesome counsellor, a cheerful
companion and an effectual com-

forter. By study, by reading,
by thinking, one may innocently
divert and pleasantly entertain
himself, as in all weathers, so in
all fortunes.

How's This?
We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward
for any case of Catarrh that cannot be
cured by Hall s Catarrh Cure.

F. J. Cheney & Co., Toledo, O.

Wc, the undersigned, have known F.
J. Cheney for the last 15 years and be
lieve him perfectly honorable in all
business transactions and financially
able to carry out any obligations made
by his firm.

Walding, Kinnan & Marvin,
Wholesale Druggists, Toledo, 0,

Hall's Catarrh Cure is taken inter-
nally and acts directly on the blood and
mucous surfaces of the system. . Send
for testimonials free.

Sold by all druggists, 75 cents.
Take Hall's Family Pills for consti-

pation.

A Good Position
Can be had by ambitious young
men and ladies in the field of
'Wireless' or Railwav telegraphy.
Since the ur law became ef-

fective, and since the Wireless
companies are establishing sta-
tions throughout the country
there is a great shortage of tele-
graphers. Positions pay begin-

ners from 70 to $90 per month,
with good chance of advance-
ment. The Natioral Telegraph
Institute operates six official in-

stitutes in America, under su-

pervision of R.R. and Wireless
officials and places all graduates
into positions. It will pay you to
write them for full details at
Cincinnati, O., or Philadelphiaj
Pa.

Valuable Goat
Ranch and Farm

Land for Sale
I have decided to sell my Goat

Ranch, and will on Saturday,
October 1, 1910, on the premises
offer for sale in parcels to suit
purchasers all land on Little Rock
Lick Creek and all on Big Rock
Lick Creek, to schoolhouse, lo
cated near Oakdale Breathitt Co.
Ky. The entire boundary con-
tains 1,000 acres and is fenced
with woven wire fence. All well
timbered. Terms of sale one-four- th

cash, balance in one, two
and three years, 6 per cent, in
terest from date of sale until
paid. Will give possession of all

balance as soon as crops are oft
the land. Will offer for sale at
the same time all farming imple-
ments, teams, stock, etc., all on
easy terms. Sam Jett,
5t Winchester, Ky.

Eagle and
Evening Post

Post and Eagle 1 year $3.75
" 6 mo $2.25

Post 6 mo. and Eagle lyr .$2.75

Address all orders to Eagle,
Whitesburg, Ky., and we will do
the rest.

The Lash of aiFiend
would have been about as wel-

come to A. Cooper of uswego, N.
Y., as a merciless hing-racki- ng

cough that defied all remedies for
years. "It was mos troublesome
at night," he writes, "nothing
helped me till I used Dr. King's
New Discovery which cured me
completely. I never cough at
night now." Millions know its
matchless merit for stubborn
colds, obstinate coughs, sore
lungs, lagrippe, asthma, hemor-
rhage, croup, whooping cough or
hayfever. It relieves quickly
and never fails to satisfy. A tri-

al convinces. 50c, $1.00. Trial
bottle free. Its absolutely guar-
anteed by all druggists.

Funeral Meeting
Our readers will ; please take

notice that the funeral of Daw
Adams late wife will be preached
at the Sam Blair grave-yar- d near
mouth of Pert on the 2nd Satur
day and Sunday in October by
Elds. Jess Childress, of Grundy,
Va.. L. D. Hoskins, of Pineville,
D.H.Riner, of Wise county and
Robert Blair of this place.

Don't waste your money buy-
ing plasters when you can get a
bottle of Chamberlain's Liniment
for twenty-fiv- e cents. A piece
of flannel dampened with this lin
iment is superior to any plaster
for lame back, pains in the side
and chest, and much cheaper.
Sold by all dealers.

Folks foddering.
J. J, and B. F. Johnson were

here buying land and mineral.
W. W. Collier returned from

Greenup.
Morgan Collier is home from

Ohio.
Several attended association at

Dorton,
H.R. Yonts made a trip to Carrs

Fork.
W.K.Collier bought the farm

of W.W.Collier on Millstone.
Lee Hale and Harrison Collier

are at work here.
Ajjil See.

A Man of Iron Nerve,
Indomitable will and tremendous
energy are never found where
stomach, liver, kidneys and bow-

els are out of order. If you want
these qualities and the success
they bring use Dr. King's New
Life Pills, the matchless regula-
tors, for keen brain and strong
body. 25c at all druggists.

Stray Hog

There is at my place a stray
male hog, weight about 90 lbs.,
crapped underbit two splits
right ear. Owner can get same
by calling at my home on Kings
Creek and paying for its keep
and 50c for this advertising.

David Day, Grape, Ky.

"Can be depended upon" is an
expression we all like to hear,
and when it is used in connection
with Chamberlain's Colic Chole-
ra and Diarrhoea Remedy i t
means that it never fails to cure
diarrhoea, dysentery - or bowel
complaints. It is pleasant to
take and equally valuable for
children and adults. Sold by all
dealers.

Noti
The taxpayers of Letcher Co.

will take notice that tbe-pena- lty

will be 6c on each one dollar De-

cember 1, also 6 per cent inter-
est. I hope you will all come up
promptly and pay before that
date. I will proceed to collect
by levy after that date as I have
to settle with the state and coun
ty and all who have not paid by

that date may expect to be levied
on. So you had better pay as
soon as possible.

Louis Cook, Sheriff.

SOLDIER WRITES
Dear Editor,

Let me have space in your
paper. I'm a Letcher boy now
soldiering at Fort Niagara, N.Y.
I read the Eagle and keep posted
on the home news. Regards to
all friends. Boyd Roark.

Don't Break Down
Severe stains on the vital org-

ans, like strains on machinery,
cause break-down- s. You can't
over-ta- x stomach, liver, kidneys,
bowels or nerves without serious
danger to yourself. If you are
weak or run down, or under strain
of any kind, take Electric Bit-

ters the matchless tonic medic-
ine. Mrs. J.E.Van de Sande, of
Kirkland, 111., writes: That I did
not break down, while enduring
a most severe strain, for three
months, is due wholly to Electric
Bitters." Use them and enjoy
health and strength. Satisfaction
positively guaranteed. 50c, at all
druggists.

A Refutation

Sandlick, Ky., Sept.26.
Editor Eagle.

I noticed in the News-Recor- d,

published at Hindman, Kv., an
editorial commenting on the re-

sult of-- our recent Republican
primary headed "Bloody Elev-
enth," The use of that epithet,
"bloody," hurled at our people
by the enemies of this section
usually come from the outside.
It seems to me that such asper.
sion should never come from any
man of mountain stock unless he
really deprecates the blood of his
country. The point I would es-

pecially make here is that the
good people oi Knott and the
Tenth district generallv are of
the same caste and should foster
the sama sentiments and the
same aspirations. In the despis-
ed mountain counties the people
of all political and religious per-
suasions are bound not only by
the same environs but are all of
the same make-u- p and the same
blood, and any vile aspersions
thrown at mountaineers or at
this good old patriotic Eleventh
district is as much a stigma on
those of one political party as
another though coming only
from hot-heade- d politicians of
one party.

Jesse W. Adington.

Internally

Dr.Bell's Anti-Pai- n cures colic,
flux, diarrhoea, cramps and all
bowel complaints. Externally
cures sore breasts, corns, buni-

ons, toothache, neuralgia and all
pains, Sold everywhere. It is
antiseptic, . . . .,

What a Famous Editor Says

The editor of the Taylor Trot-woo- d

Magazine wrote to one of
his friends these words, "You
asked me to notify you if I saw
an opportunty for a safe invest
ment, I have it for you, I never
knew until now what a good op
portunity for a money making
investment this magazine afford
ed. You asked me to let you in
on the ground floor and I am
doing so." This same oppor
tunity is given all who desire to
be a stockholder and a Life Sub
scriber to the Taylor-Trotwo- od

Magazine. One share of stock
(par value $10) and a perpetual
subscription to the magazine
both for $10. Let us have your
order now. This opportnnity is
limited. Write, Taylor-Trotwoo- d

Pub. Co., Nashville, Tenn.

I IThis, That and the Other

Choice Short Bits as They Sputter from the Edi-

torial Pen.

When You Tire, Let
Us Know.

When our readers grow tired
of the articles written under the
above heading a hint from them
will sidetrack us upon another
subject. The Eagle is published
for the good of the public and as
long as it can "splut a splut" or
wiggle a feather or flap a wing
it will be found fighting along
this line. The articles shall be

simple, home-mad- e, just such as
a common "country Jake" can

write. They will be written for
our people alone. Sometimes
they will be humorous, but alw-

ays-serious. The well educat-

ed person can understand the
simplest language, the uneducat-

ed can understand this alone.

So by reading these articles if
anything results from them it
can only be good. In order that
that this good may result the
articles must be original, that is,

as original as it is possible for
anything to be in this day of
deep literary research. Some-

times we may write of the bound-

less beauties of nature or tread
i n imagination, tjh e unex-

plored depths of the skies. At
all times we want our readers to
go with us, assuring them that
the trip will be as pleasant as its
possible to make it.

0- -0

Have You a Boy
to Spare?

Really, isn't the above a fool
ish question? Do you think so?
Alright then, let's you and I sit
right down and talk this matter
over. ine writer will talk hrst
and if you don't reply, will you
kindly ponder the matter over?
Here is what we think of the
above question: The saloon (any
place that furnishes intoxicants)
must have boys and men or it
would shut up shop. It is a
great factory and unless it can
have 2,500,000 from each gener-
ation for raw material it would
be crippled or thrown out of ex
istence, its operators be put out
in the world thus dwindling the
public revenue. One family out
of every five must contribute a
boy in order to keep up the sup
ply. Will you help? Aren't you
aiready helping, and which of
your boys shall it be? Are you a
father and have you given your
share to keep up the supply for
this great institution that is help-
ing you pay your taxes and kind-
ly assisting you in electing your
officers? Have you contributed
a boy if not, some other family
has given two, or more than its
share? Will you ponder these
questions, go over them with me
and answer them to God to
whom you will one day give an
account? Perhaps you havo al-

ready invited your boy to make
himself a. saloon sacrifice by
turning; up the bottle in his pres-

ence, or coming home with an
unnatural flush on your cheek.
If you have, get down now and
beg to your boy to save you from
his own blood. And ye mothers,
wives and daughters, listen! By
example, precept and influence

do all you can to save the boys
from such a fate. Don't say, "its
no boy of mine," and let him go.
Cne word from you, fitly spoken,
might save a dear life from an
awful ruin. If others are deter-
mined to walk the path of ruin,
let no Letcher county boy, let no
mountain boy, be one of the
number!

0- -0

We're not given much to poetry
Or things like that;

We're not given muchtodressin'
Or standing very pat,

But we hear the music hummin'
All around about

And know the train will get you
If you don't watch out!

Spectators are in the hollows,
They're pacin' up the hills,

They've rnney in theii pockets
To pay their eatin' bills.

Plant no-- v that "crap" of onions,
You lank and lazy "lout, " ' '

And the train it then won't get"
you

If you do watch out.
Why, sow that bed of mustard,

That patch o' turnips, too,
Take care of all those scrapin's,

They'll be of use to you,
Ope wide those dreamy eyes

Get now square down to biz ,
And when the train toots and

hollers,
You can make things whizT

0- -0

Life and Its Oppo-
rtunities.

Life is a .gif t of inestimable
value. Life is given -- us for a
noble purpose, the improvement
of ourselves and helping to bet
ter the condition of our fellow
man. Isn't it important that we
make a proper use of our time
and our tslents? Work and prog
ress are the order of creation.
Among the busy toilers in life's
harvest fields there is no place
for idlers. But we should not
spend all our time digging in the
earth after the perishable things
of this world. Man was formed
for a nobler purpose. Is he not
living for eternity, where silver
will not be needed, where gold
will be of no value? Along ev-

ery pathway in life are weary,
toil-wo- rn pilgrims longing for a
cheering word, for a helping
hand. We must not fold our
hands in idleness, murmuring
"there is nothing for us to do."
We must not deny light anil help
to those who are adrift on life's
stormy sea. They who have the
brightest light should hold it up
the highest that its rays may
flash out the further .in the sur-

rounding darkness. If life and
its many opportunities have been
well improved, how grand will be
the reflection when we come to
stand on the other shore of life,
and look backward, that our
great object in life was to help
our fellow men.

It Saved His Leg
"All thought I'd lose my leg,"

writes J.A.Svvensen, of Water-tow- n,

Wis. "Ten years of ecze-
ma, that 15 doctors could not
cure, had at last laid me up.
Then Bucklen's Arnica Salve
cured it sound and well," In-

fallible for skin eruptions, ecze-

ma, salt rheum, boils, fever sores,
burns, scalds, cuts and piles. 25c
at all druggists.


