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By KENNETH HART
The Independent

GRAYSON A Carter
County man has been in-
dicted on a murder
charge in a suspected al-
cohol-related traffic
crash that claimed the
life of another man.
Grand jurors recently

handed up a true bill
charging Randall Offill,
30, in the Jan. 13 wreck
that killed Jeremy Dixon,
37, also of  Olive Hill, a
passenger in Offill’s vehi-
cle.
The accident occurred

on Ky. 174 west of  Olive
Hill. According to the
Carter County Sheriff’s
Department, Offill was
traveling westbound
when he lost control of
his pickup, causing it to
leave the road and hit a
creekbank.
Dixon was ejected

from the vehicle. He was
taken to St. Claire Re-
gional Medical Center,
where he was pro-
nounced dead.
A grand jury indict-

ment is a formal accusa-

Carter man
indicted in
fatal crashBy TIM PRESTON
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GRAYSON There are
many challenges in-
volved in bringing the
Old Grayson Cemetery
back into order. But the
biggest question from a
group of  city officials
and residents Thursday
morning was where to
begin.
Mayor George Steele

said the boundaries of the
cemetery on Paradise Hill
are uncertain, although it
is well known many of
the families who were in-
strumental in establish-
ing the city also have

Saving a 
buried past

LOUISVILLE (AP) Students
and staff members at Ken-
tucky universities may
keep guns and other dead-
ly weapons in a car’s glove
compartment, but the
schools may continue to
regulate them elsewhere
on campus, the Kentucky
Supreme Court ruled
Thursday.
The high court in

Frankfort found that
while two Kentucky laws
conflict on the issue, law-

makers “expressed a
strong public policy” in fa-
vor of  exempting a per-
son’s vehicle from the re-
strictions on deadly
weapons on campus.
Under Kentucky law,

universities have a right to
control the possession of
deadly weapons on proper-
ty under their control. An-
other law allows concealed
weapons permit carriers

SUPREME COURT RULING

Guns in glove
boxes OK on
Ky. campuses
Universities may continue
to regulate other areas
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BELOW: Anthony Davis signs items for fans at Wildcat
Wearhouse on Thursday. ABOVE: Emilie Scott of
Argillite carries her “wingspan” poster of Davis into
the signing event. MORE IN SPORTS, PAGE B1

By MARK MAYNARD
The Independent

ASHLAND The Ashland
Alliance, following a na-
tional search, has selected
William “Bill” Hannah to
become the organization’s
new president and chief
executive officer.
Hannah, 53, succeeds

Jim Purgerson, who will
be retiring May 31. Purger-
son has been president of
the alliance since 1999.
Hannah is currently

president of  Journal Lo-
gistics Inc., of  Tupelo,
Miss., a position he has
held since 2000. His career
includes senior-level eco-
nomic development, mar-
keting, sales and logistics
positions of increasing re-
sponsibility with the
Montgomery Area Cham-
ber of  Commerce and the
construction and publish-
ing industries. He will pro-
vide strategic direction
and enhanced services for

Alliance members. 
“Bill Hannah brings

more than 30 years of
proven executive experi-
ence in economic develop-
ment, business growth,
commercial/industrial de-
velopment and creative
success throughout his ca-
reer,” said alliance board
chairman Jeff  Elswick.
“He has a reputation of
forging highly successful
relationships with busi-
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tabbed
new CEO
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Aged wrought-iron fenc-
ing and gates are among
the areas in need of at-
tention at the Old Grayson
Cemetery.

HANNAH
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By KENNETH HART
The Independent

GRAYSON The owners of a street
that has been the subject of recent
controversy have filed a lawsuit
against the city of Grayson and its

council in an attempt to block the
property from being taken into the
city’s street system.
In the suit, filed in Carter Circuit

Court, Fourth Leaf LLC main-
tains the street, known as Super 8
Lane, has never been open to unre-

stricted use by the public, a re-
quirement for it to become a city
street.
The council on March 29 ap-

proved second reading of an ordi-
nance designating Super 8 Lane as
a city street. In so doing, it cited a

state law that allows municipali-
ties to add to their street systems
any properties that have been used
as public passways for more than
five consecutive years.
In such cases, where a property

has been open to unrestricted pub-

lic use for that time period, “it shall
be conclusively presumed to have
been dedicated to the city or consol-
idated local government as a public
way or easement, subject to the ac-

Suit filed over Grayson street 
Owners say stretch has never been open to unrestricted use by public
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