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AP College Football Writer

HOLLYWOOD, Fla. — Be-
fore they leave the beach, the
guys who run the Bowl
Championship Series want
to narrow the postseason op-
tions to a few detailed plans.

The 11 conference com-
missioners and Notre
Dame’s athletic director,
along with one AD from each
league, met Wednesday for
about eight hours to discuss
overhauling the way a cham-
pion is determined in college
football, and possibly imple-
menting a four-team playoff.
It is the fourth such get to-
gether this year, and after it
was over all agreed the time
has come to start making
some choices.

“I think that’s what every-
one wants to do. Get down to
two, maybe three,” BCS Exec-
utive Director Bill Hancock
said. “I think we’re making
good progress on that. I think
we’re going to make it.”

One thing is clear: “The
status quo is off the table,”
Hancock said. Though he
cautiously added they have
not ruled out making over
the current system that guar-
antees only a No. 1 vs. No. 2
championship game.

But all signs point toward
that being unlikely, and that
by the 2014 season the BCS
as fans have known it will be
gone.

“I would say there is an ex-
pectation that there will be

significant change,” Big Ten
Commissioner Jim Delany
said.

Delany and his fellow
commissioners arrived in
South Florida with four op-
tions to discuss, but much of
the focus has been on a four-
team playoff with two na-
tional semifinals and a title
game.

That model comes with
many variables, such as
where the games will be
played, how the teams will
be picked and how the bowls
fit in — if they do at all. The
role of the bowls represents a
potential obstacle. Specifi-
cally, the Rose Bowl.

On Tuesday, bowl execu-
tives from the Sugar, Orange,

Fiesta and Rose met with the
conference commissioners
to give their input and an-
swer some questions about
how their games could work
in a new postseason system.

An option being discussed
could force those traditional
bowls to give up holding
their games the years they
host a semifinal or champi-
onship matchup. That could
mean a year without a Rose
Bowl, which has been played
every year since 1916 — most
of those games matching the
champions of the Big Ten
and Pac-12.

“We feel like we have
something very special and
unique in college football,”
Rose Bowl spokeswoman
Gina Chappin said. “We
went into the room with the
intention of reaffirming what
we are.”
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selfish, very athletic and
very explosive. He would be
a big player for us at Ken-
tucky,” Goodwin said.

Sound familiar? It did to
me as that is the attitude
swingman Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist brought to Ken-
tucky last year and it made
a huge impact on UK’s na-
tional championship sea-
son.

But Bennett is not the
only player still on UK’s
radar.

Kentucky needs a 3-point
shooter after losing Miller
and Doron Lamb, a 47 per-
cent shooter from long
range over the last two
years. at’s why Calipari
had Mislav Brzoja of Croatia
in. Calipari watched him
play in an AAU event and
liked what he saw of the 6-5
guard and had him at Ken-
tucky for a visit Wednesday. 

Brzoja held Croatia beat
the United States under-19
national team last summer
when he scored nine points,
grabbed four rebounds and
handed out four assists in

23 minutes. at U.S. team
included Connecticut’s Je-
remy Lamb, Florida’s Patric
Young, Memphis’ Joe Jack-
son and Creighton’s Doug
McDermott.

If that’s not enough,
Xavier guard Mark Lyons
has apparently received
some interest from Ken-
tucky after announcing he
was transferring. He would
have one year of eligibility
left and likely would be able
to play immediately. He’s a
proven scorer — he aver-
aged 15 points per game
last season — but he was
part of that nasty brawl with
Cincinnati and made com-
ments after the game that it
is hard for me to imagine
any UK fan ever tolerating.
Xavier also apparently was
more than glad to have a
proven scorer walk away
from a rebuilding team —
and that doesn’t seem to
bode well for Calipari’s
team-first mentality to me.

Four-star recruit Torian
Graham, another outside
threat, is also back inter-
ested in Kentucky even
though it’s not clear if Cali-

pari has offered a scholar-
ship.

Calipari also has not
backed away from power
forward Amile Jefferson,
another five-star recruit.
Montrezl Harrell could also
be in play because he’s indi-
cated he may back out of his
plans to play for Virginia
Tech after the firing of
coach Seth Greenberg.

It’s hard to imagine Cali-
pari adding more than two
players — and no need for
it.

e Kentucky coach goes
with a short roster. He went
to the Final Four in 2011
that way and won the 2012
national championship that
way. If he could add one
forward — and the guess
here remains that Bennett
will sign — and then get
one outside shooter, he’s set
for the way he likes to play.

And if he strikes out and
gets none of the six players
still on the UK recruiting
board, just remember that
most preseason polls al-
ready have UK in the top
five with the players Cali-
pari already has.

Noel, 6-11 Willie Cauley-
Stein, 6-7 Alex Poythress
and 6-4 Archie Goodwin.
Calipari and his staff are
hoping to add one or two
more players to that class as
well.

“We’ve got a good group
coming in and good players
coming back,” Calipari said.
“But this team had Doron
Lamb, Terrence Jones and
Darius Miller, who played in
a Final Four, coming back
and a bunch of young guys
who are really talented. Next
year, we’ve got one guy with
any experience and that’s
Kyle Wiltjer. at’s it. Every-
one else either hasn’t
played, has played very little
or is a freshman. at’s our
team.”

at’s why Calipari is
grateful a new NCAA rule
will let coaches work with
players a few hours each
week during the summer.

“If you’re a junior or sen-
ior, you’re not happy with
that rule — ‘You mean to tell
me I’ve got to stay here all
summer and work like this?’
But young players like we’re
going to have? ey’re going
to be so jacked up and ex-
cited about being coached,
learning the dribble drive
and all the other things

we’ve got to do to get them
ready for this battle,’” Cali-
pari said.

Davis thinks UK could
not only be “good” next year,
but could be dominant de-
spite losing almost all its
scoring and rebounding off
the championship team.

“ey have a great re-
cruiting class coming in.
Again, No. 1 recruiting class.
ey are going to come in
and work hard I am pretty
sure and work with the
coaching staff to get their
games right and get pre-
pared for the season and
could end up being a domi-
nant team again,” Davis
said.

How does Calipari do it?
How does he lose top play-
ers and still get UK back in
Final Four contention?

“at was something I
was really concerned with.
How does he do it? I don’t
understand how he does it,”
Davis said. “He coached in
the NBA, so he knows how it
is and that’s the one good
thing for whoever comes to
Kentucky or whatever
school he’s going to be at.
He runs a program like it is a
NBA program. 

“He gets guys flying up
and down. We do a lot of
sprints. He says, ‘is is how
they will do it in the NBA, so

if you are not prepared it’s
not my fault.’ He does a great
job doing that. I am glad he
did it for us and we got the
opportunity to play for him,
so I am pretty sure running
up and down won’t be a
problem for us at the next
level.

“He never gets rattled. He
tells you to always keep our
heads up. Sometimes you
will have a bad game, but
keep your head up and play.
He makes you believe that,
and it pays off. It did for us
and it will next year. Coach
Calipari just gets it done. A
guy who wants to play for
the best coach should come
here. at’s why I came. He
pushes you hard no matter
who you are.”

Calipari said last week
that Louisville “will be pre-
season No. 1” and said the
Cardinals should be able to
win the national title.

“ey’ve got NBA players,
they’re talented. And Indi-
ana should be pretty darned
good with everybody com-
ing back. We’ve got our work
cut out for us,” Calipari said.
“For some reason, we’ll be
ranked very high again,
which is fine. I don’t know if
they do that to get me or to
make it hard on our kids, I
don’t know. But we’re going
to be young.”

By The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — As Vir-
ginia Commonwealth’s ath-
letic director, Norwood
Teague helped raise money
for a new $10 million prac-
tice facility, saw the Rams
reach the Final Four for the
first time in program history
and persuaded sought-after
coach Shaka Smart to stay
put.

at’s a lot of success at a
mid-major school, or any
place for that matter. Well,
Teague will have to keep up
the hard work at Minnesota:
ere are plenty of men’s
basketball issues that need
his attention.

First, there is the contract
status of head coach Tubby
Smith, who hasn’t won an
NCAA tournament game
here and is 38-52 in the Big
Ten over five seasons. Smith
has two years remaining on
his original deal, which pays
him $1.8 million annually,
and representatives for the
school and Smith have not
reached agreement on an
extension, which was first
broached after last season.

en there is the lack of a
specific practice facility.

“We’re in the Big Ten, and
we’ve got to have facilities
that are Big Ten facilities,”
Teague said. “So in the next
years to come, it’s going to
be important that we raise
money.”

is is an issue in Smith’s
contract talks, but it’s also a
factor in the direction of the
program, which was ravaged
by an academic fraud scan-
dal in 1999 and hasn’t been
able to sustain any success
since a Final Four appear-
ance in 1997.

“We shouldn’t be the last
school in the Big Ten with a
practice facility. If anything

we should have been the
first,” Smith said Monday
after Teague was intro-
duced. “But I think he is a
guy that can sell that dream.
He’s done it before.”

e relationship between
Teague and Smith will be
critical for the future of the
Gophers men’s basketball,
and Smith — who will turn
61 this year — was beaming
about his new boss. Smith
was an assistant coach at
VCU from 1979-86, long be-
fore Teague arrived, but
they’ve already met.

“I’m fired up. Let’s put it
that way,” Smith said.

Smith said his contract
extension was “pretty much
done” and “right around the
corner.” President Eric Kaler
preferred talks to be tabled
until after the new athletic
director arrived.

Smith’s name has circu-
lated through the college
basketball rumor mill each
March and April since he left
Kentucky to take the job at
Minnesota in 2007. Whether
he was a legitimate candi-
date for or had sincere inter-
est in any of the number of
open jobs he’s been men-
tioned for over the past few
years, Smith came as close
Monday as he ever has at
Minnesota to putting those
whispers of him leaving to
rest.

“I certainly want to be
wanted. I think every coach
wants that,” Smith said,
adding: “One of the things
that my wife and I decided
awhile back when we made
this move here that this was
a move that we wanted to
make it the last move in my
career. I’m not getting any
younger. But I still have that
fire in my belly. I still have
that drive to get things
done.”

Smith, of course, could
get to the point where the
Gophers no longer want
him back. Even he has ac-
knowledged that. So this will
be a critical season for him
and the program as Teague
begins to put his stamp on
the department.

“I’m very secure with who
I am, and I am very secure
with where I am in my ca-
reer,” Smith said. “I like
where I am. I think the tim-
ing is perfect for Norwood.”

Northwestern adds 
Swopshire, Olah

At Evanston, Ill., North-
western has added
Louisville transfer Jared
Swopshire and incoming
freshman Alex Olah for next
season.

Swopshire averaged 3.3
points and 2.8 rebounds as a
senior last season after sit-
ting out the previous year
because of a groin injury
that required surgery. He is
graduating this spring and is
transferring because
Louisville does not have an
open scholarship available.
He will be eligible to play
next season. Northwestern
announced the additions on
Wednesday.

Mississippi State 
signs point guard

At Starkville, Miss., New
Mississippi State basketball
coach Rick Ray signed a
much-needed point guard
on Wednesday.

Jacoby Davis is Ray’s first
signee and the 6-foot-1 na-
tive of Charlotte, N.C., will
likely be needed to play a
sizable role after the Bull-
dogs’ roster was decimated
by attrition in the offseason.
Davis spent the past season
at Northwestern Military
Academy in Delafield, Wis.,
where he averaged 21 points
and five assists per game.
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