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Mayor selects fire chief, then changes his mind
Marlin Howard reinstated
as Interim Fire Chief
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

Firefighters offered a round of
applause when Bardstown Mayor
Bill Sheckles announced Tuesday
evening he would delay the final
selection of a chief for the City of
Bardstown Fire Department. 

Members of the city and corpo-
ration fire departments had
expressed their concern after
Sheckles selected Kevin Moulton,
a Zoneton Fire District assistant
chief and St. Matthews firefighter,

for the position. 
Sheckles’ selection went con-

trary to a Jan. 16 election in which
Marlin Howard was named chief
of the corporation by a 31-12 vote.
At the time of the vote, Anthony
Mattingly had been chief over both
departments since 2005. After the
vote, he remained chief of the city
department, but Sheckles said he
did not want to have two fire
chiefs.

Since the city passed a new ordi-
nance in Februrary revising the
process for selecting a chief,
Howard has been serving as inter-
im fire chief of both departments.

Moulton’s selection was to go

ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

Firefighters are concerned about what’s in store
for the City of Bardstown and Bardstown-Nelson
County Volunteer fire departments. Volunteer corpo-
ration Board Chair Neal Pyle acknowledged
Monday the corporation had considered the possibil-
ity of a split with the city. 

Bardstown Mayor Bill Sheckles addressed the
volunteer department, a nonprofit entity commonly
referred to as the “corporation,” at a regular training
session Monday night regarding the mayor’s recent
selection for the new city fire chief. 

Sheckles opted for Kevin Moulton, who comes
from outside the two departments, over Marlin

Nat Rogers Road
funding approved
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

Nelson Fiscal Court magistrates accepted $647,292
in funding from the state to raise a stretch of Nat
Rogers Road known as Bull Run above flood levels. 

The project addresses a low dip in Nat Rogers, or
KY 46, that floods often, causing numerous car acci-
dents through the years, most recently in November,
when 71-year-old Boston man Ned Rosenbaum was
killed. 

An estimate for the total cost of the project came in
about $747,291. District 1 Magistrate Keith Metcalfe
has agreed to pay the additional $100,000 needed for
the project out of his blacktop budget over the next
two years, since the area is in his magisterial district,
Judge Executive Dean Watts confirmed. 

Gov. Steve Beshear set aside funds to cover the
majority of the project in February. 

“I want credit where credit is due. I’m sure the gov-

Momentum continues
to spark Bark Park
BRAD BOWMAN
bbowman@lcni.com

Despite the unpredictable weather, spring will
eventually make it to Nelson County and allow us all
time to enjoy outdoor activities. Whether shopping
downtown is your sport or an outing at a local park
helps shake off the cabin fever, the Bourbon Bark
Park Board hopes to have a place for our canine com-
panions to do the same. 

Location for the park continues to be the greatest
challenge for the board, which recently completed the
application process to establish itself as a nonprofit
organization, according to board member Jolene
Reynolds. 

“Our board has laid the groundwork to establish the
dog park,” Reynolds said. “We hope to educate mem-
bers of our community, the Fiscal Court and City
Council of what it will take. We were a small group
that needed a vision and now we have it.” 

BRAD BOWMAN
bbowman@lcni.com

Bardstown Marines in the Military
Police Company Alpha from Lexington
have returned home after seven months
of deployment in Afghanistan. Friends
and family welcomed them home in
Lexington Feb. 26 at the U.S. Marine
Corp Office. 

Sgt. Derek Clark, Lance Cpl.
Zachary Stokes, Lance Cpl. Taylor
White, Cpl. Matt Spaulding and Lance
Cpl. Drew Sims trained for deployment
overseas at the Marine Corps Base
Camp Lejeune in North Carolina
March 29, 2011. They were deployed
after coming home for a brief time in
July 2011. They have been stationed at

Camp Leatherneck in Helmand
Province, Afghanistan. The unit provid-
ed security for combat logistic battal-
ion, CLB 6, North Carolina, which
acted as a re-supply unit. 

It’s the second deployment for Clark
and Spaulding. Spaulding found
Afghanistan much different than his
first deployment in Iraq.  

“The land is pretty much the same
there, but with higher enemy activity
than Iraq,” Spaulding said. “We experi-
enced multiple IEDs (improvised
explosive device) and we took more
small arms fire.” 

When they weren’t escorting con-
voys they were stationed at Camp
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A horse grazes in the sunset near Louisville Road, about five miles north of Bardstown, Feb. 27.

Corporation, interim chief address fire department concerns

NELSON FISCAL COURT

See FISCAL, page A11

See PARK, page A11
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Bardstown-Nelson County Volunteer Fire
Department Inc. Board Chair Neal Pyle, left, and
Interim Fire Chief Marlin Howard said firefighters
are concerned about the recent controversy.

See CONCERNS, page A10See CHIEF, page A10

A Bluegrass Beauty

Local Marines return home after Afghanistan deployment
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Drew Sims and mother Terri Sims
embrace each other. Sims returned
home recently after being deployed
to Afghanistan in 2011.See MARINES, page A12

View photos from
the Stephen
Foster summer
production 
auditions.


