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What it this Cloud Cuy business, anyway? It
At going to get anywhere, or n it just to much
talk like 10 many other things in Eastern Ken-

tucky? 0
Those are the questions that have been com-

ing our way more and more each day, partly be-

cause it is natural to ask such questions of a
newspaper and partly because the editor of The
Mountain Eagle it serving as president of the
Cloud City project. So, we would like to pass
along some of our ideas and thoughts on the
subject.

We have never seen any idea so far that has
received such an Immediate and enthusiastic
welcome and endorsement as the Cloud City
project. This, we think, is because almost ev-

eryone in Letcher County has thought about what
a fine thing it would be If only Jine Mountain
could be developed with motels, recreation fa-

cilities, etc. The Cloud City proposal comes
largely as a positive and forceful statement of
an idea shared by hundreds, even thousands, of
Letcher County residents. Cloud City differs
from a mere dream or wish because it offers the
framework, the machinery, for making a dream
come true.

Cloud City has every chance of success. In
fact, we can see no reason for failure other than
an outright decision on the part of Letcher Coun-

ty that it wants no part of such a development;
and we see no danger of this happening. Every-

one in Letcher County knows that as each day
passes, fewer and fewer of us can depend on
coal mining for a living, and most of us Deli eve
that tourism is the logical substitute for coal
mining as a source of smployment. All of us

feel mat nowhere in the United States is the
scenery better than here.

Now, today, this week, this month, next
month, next year, is certainly the time for
Letcher County to make every effort to become
a tourist center. Never before has there been
such a combination of circumstances pointing to
the success of such an endeavor. Never before
has there been so much concern about and inter-
est in Eastern Kentucky and its problems. Both
the state and federal governments have a multi-
tude of programs that can help, and indeed
largely finance such a project. Perhaps more
important in the long run, there is a vast amount
of interest inEastern Kentucky and West Virginia
among private individuals in all walks of life all
across tne country. There is a general recogni-
tion throughout the country of the coal miner's
plight, and a general willingness to help hlm--t- o

nelp Eastern Kentuckyif someone can show
the way.

Eastern Tennessee and the Smokies are beyond
question one of the main tourist resort areas in
the United States. Our scenery is in every way
as good as, and in many ways better than, any-

thing Tennessee offers. Further, we are several
hundred miles closer to millions of prospective
tourists who now have to drive through Kentucky
to get to Tennessee or the Carolinas. And of all
the land in Eastern Kentucky that might be de-

veloped for tourists, none equals Pine Mountain
in Letcher County.

Those are the factors that can work to make
Cloud City succeed, coupled with the fact that
the federal government through the proposed
Public Works Program, a proposed outdoor Rec-

reational Program, the Area Redevelopment Ad-

ministration and existing programs in the general
fields of housing and aid to business has literally
billions of dollars available for just such devel-
opments.

To a great extent, the problems connected
with Cloud City boil down to the question of
whether we have enough sense to use the federal
and state help wrucn could come our way.
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The Mountain Eagle gratefully acknowledges
the award it received this past week from the
Kentucky Press Association for the best editorial
published in a Kentucky newspaper, either
weekly or small daily, during the past year.

The editorial, called "Public Business Should
Be Public, " was about the turmoil in Jenkins
ver tlie Jenkins Board of Education's closed-do- or

meeting during which the board replaced long-

time Jenkins school superintendent C. V. Snapp.
We are also proud of the fact that in other

contests sponsored by the press association, The
Mountain Eagle was adjudged the second best
weekly newspaper in Kentucky In a competition
called the "sweepstakes, " which takes into con-

sideration points won for excellence in news
writing, reporting, makeup, features, presswork,
pictures and all the other things that go to make
up a newspaper.

The awards which came our way this year in-

cluded honorable mention as the best all-arou- nd

newspaper, third place for community service,
third place for feature story production and the
first place for the best editorial.

All in all, the Eagle has won some 20 awards
for excellence during the past five yean.

We are pleased to observe that our neighboring
paper, the Hazard Herald, published by former
Mountain Eagle owners Mr. and Mn. W. P. No-

lan, won first place in the sweepstakes compe-
tition and like the Eagle won nonors in many
different contests.

What does it all mean? We are struck by the
fact that the Hazard Herald and The Mountain
Eagle should be adjudged outstanding in Ken-

tucky in face of the fact that both are published
in counties that are suffering serious economic
problems. Despite those problems, both papers
have been able to improve the quality of their
product.

Perhaps it is because Itcher and Perry are

One of the things that hat delifhted the board
of directors of the Cloud City project the past
few days is the realization that the project it
being taken seriously throughout Kentucky and
the United States, The project hat received
publicity in leading newspapers throughout the
country, and reputable firms in the fields of en-

gineering, architecture, motel operation, etc. ,
have voluntarily shown interest in tne develop-
ment. There is every reason tahope,ajid expect
that some of the best firms in the United States
will do the actual design and planning of the

layout, buildings etc.
Actually, problems connected with the project

are so great that they present a real challenge to
the best talent available in many fields. The
man who can figure out how to get an adequate
water supply to the city will have to be some-
thing of a genius, as must be the man who de-

signs the roads, the sewer system, etc. But
great problems present great opportunities, and
we're hopeful that some of the best talent will
rise to the challenge.

One of the questions asked us is who it to make
money out of Cloud City. Not us at this paper.
We hope we might be able to buy maybe a doz-
en shares of stock at $10 each when they are of-
fered for sale, but that is about as far as our in-

vestment can go. Nor do any of the other direc-
tors in the project stand to "get rich. " All of us
realize that such a development is a tremen-
dously expensive operation, and any profits for
the next several years would have to go right
back into the project to-pa- off federal loans,
and, we hope, expand the project itself. Ob-

viously if the project succeeds the stock itself
some day would be profitable, but that day is
years away.

We as members of the board have but one in-

terest, and that is to help in the development of
a project that could in itself solve many, if not
most, of the county's chronic unemployment
problems and in the process assure a future foi
Letcher County. We feel sure this it the moti-
vation behind the board of directors. We know
of no one connected with the project who is out
to make a killing for himself. Instead, we all
realize that something MUST be done for the
future of the county, and we all believe this is
our finest opportunity.
Should the project develop into something for

the benefit of one person or a small group of in-

dividuals, and not to the over-a- ll benefit of
Letcher County, we would quit it cold and de-

nounce it.
If anyone is to make money from the project,

it will be the present landowners on Pine Moun-

tain. Those who go along with the Cloud City
request that they sell their land whenever possi-
ble for stock in the corporation will have every
reason to believe that if the project succeeds
their stock in the next several yean will be
worth several times the value of the land. Fur-
ther, if the majority of landowners go along with
the stock -f- or-land proposal, they will assure
themselves of a major voice in the affairs of the
corporation and the development of the project
itself. This is as ' should be.

It will be the many Hundreds of Letcher Coun-tia- ns

who would be employed by the project,
both for construction and continuing operation
in the years ahead, who will benefit most from
Cloud City. Tourism is a major source of em-

ployment wherever it succeeds, and the creation
of jobs for Letcher County is the basic aim of
Cloud City.
If Cloud City fails it will be the fault of Letch-

er County residents themselves who through self-
ishness, lack of vision or iust plain laziness let
the project die.

problem counties that the two papers have won
so many honors. Certainly many situations exist
which offer the papers a challenge to assume
a role of leadership within their counties.

As a matter of fact, virtually all the awards
that The Mountain Eagle has won have stemmed
from stories and editorials dealing with econom-
ic problems within Letcher Countythe need for
better schools, better roads, broader participa-
tion in state and federal programs such as public
housing and urban renewal, the need for federal
help more specifically tailored to Eastern Ken-
tucky's needs, and to on. It may be that great
problems produce good newspapers.

The Mountain Eagle has a vital role to play in
the life of Letcher County. Basically, we be-

lieve it to be our duty to point out shortcomings
and weaknesses in the county and to suggest pos-
sible solutions to those problems. To the degree
that there are now more programs of activity
under way for the public good than ever before
in the county's history we feel we have had
some success, and to us this is far more impor-
tant than any awards the paper might ever win.

Economic problems of the county have se-

verely handicapped The Mountain Eagle Itself.
We simply do not have the amount of advertising
necessary to afford the staff to do the kind of job
we would like to do, even though die paper is
continuing to grow significantly in circulation
in the face of declining population. Nor can we
afford to print as many pages and cany as much
in the way of news and features as we would
like.

We feel T Mountain Eagle can grow and
prosper only a the county grows ana prospen
and that potential growth is tied dir"ly to the
amount of information on public aff made

to the people of the county, who, we
arc convinced, knowing a problem in full detail
will always mr' the right decision.
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A 'drop-ou- t' who returned to school
tells why he did and says he's glad

By BOBBY BATES

I was awakened one morning by
the loud but gay yelling of a
handful of high school students.
While lying there in bed, I start-
ed thinking of the past, and how
hard it had been for me to find a
job. Only last week I had ap-
plied for a job, but failed to get
It because I had not received
(and earned) a high school di-

ploma. Everywhere I had gone
looking for a job the same ques-

tion was asked, "Do you have a
high school diploma?" Each
time I had to give the same an-
swer, No, because I had quit
school when I was only a junior.

.It was here, lying in this bed,
that I decided to return to high
school. I knew it would be hard
to do bn the money I made (I
was working at the time for the
Board of Education, driving a
school bus) but I was determined
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to make it some way. The next
morning at 8:30 1 was sitting in
my first period class. While
looking about the classroom I
discovered that most of these
people were peopfe I had kftewn
all my life. I wouldn't have
any trouble fitting into this
group. I already fitted. Still I
was It would take
a lot of study and work to make
up for all I had forgotten in.the
past three years I had been out
of school. Then I found some
new help; I found that a teacher
will help you outside of class as
well as In. Gradually, with the
help ofmy teachers I got through
the first six weeks with flying
colors.

Now that the school year is
an end, and I hope .to

receive my diploma soon, I think
that I shall never be sorry I re-
turned to high school. Maybe
some day I will be fortunate

to attend college.
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Big things are
beginning to
happen in
Letcher County,
and you won't
want to miss
news of any of

them!

Subscribe now

to The Mountain
Eagle, so you can
keep up with the
progress of

Letcher County!
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