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Council okays
renewal plan

The Whitesburg City Council has approved a proposed urban re-

newal project in the west end of Whitesburg covering 58 acres of
lanJ and clearing the way for potential multi-milli- on dollar devel-
opment in the area.

The project would include virtually everything in Whitesburg west'
of the football field. It would do these things:

1. Provide land for a 700-pu- pil elementary school costing
$350, 000 to be located on the Whitesburg show grounds.

2. Provide land for the city's 50-u- nit public housing development,
expected to cost $500, 000 or more.

3. Provide 22 acres of land for a private subdivision housing de-
velopment, complete with streets, sidewalks, sewers and other ele-
ments which go into modem subdivisions.

4. Provide some three acres of land for potential-busines- s or com-
mercial usage.

5. Provide approximately one acre for possible expansion of cem-
eteries.

The urban renewal project itself would cost $418,374. This money
would be used to purchase buildings and property within the project
area, and for grading, landscaping and other preparation of the sites
for their individual planned use. .

The project provides for dredging of the Kentucky River and con-
struction of a dike to protect the show grounds from future flood dan-

ger. This would make the site acceptable for school construction'
purposes.

Plans for the project were presented to city council by Don Brown,
executive director of the Whitesburg Municipal Housing Commis-
sion. Technically, the proposal is a revision and, enlargement of
the urban renewal project previously planned.

The new plan was worked out by Fred Coffey, housing commission
chairman, in with Brown, commission members, and
Richard Beck, Louisville, consultant to the project. Beck is in
charge of similar projects in Louisville and Owensboro.

Both Coffey and Brown expressed confidence the project will be'
approved - by the federal Housing and Home Finance Agency in A-
tlanta, since the new plan overcomes problems presented in tne orig-

inal plan--chief- ly a need for $18,000 in local funds.
The new project docs away with the need for direct local money.

Local share of costs will be met through credits for extension of city
water, sewers, etc. , to the project area, and by credits to be
gained from the fact that both the publichousing and the new school'
would be located within the project boundary.

Brown said the project would do away with a blighted section of
town where many houses arc cither substandard or deteriorating. He
said substandard homes within the area would be purchased oy the
commission for a fair price, preferably by negotiation with the pro-
perty owner. The housing commission will use its powers to con-

demn by court action only as a last resort, Brown added.
Mayor Ferdinand Moore said present home owners in the area

should have no difficulty in buying or building new homes, if they
so desire. All, he said, will have the money received for payment
for their present homes. In addition, they could qualify for special

st, long-ter- m government loans. On the other hand,
many who may not want to build could rent space in the new hous-

ing project, Moore said.
Brown added that there are several homes in the area that are of

modem construction, such as the Charlie Wright home, which will
not be included in the project. Actually, the project can be ex-

pected to increase the value of such homes, Brown added, since the
general neighborhood in which they arc located will be improved.

The application which will go to Atlanta states that there are 77
structures in the area, of which 70 arc in residential use. The
buildings are occupied by an estimated 80 families, 4 individuals
and 5 business concerns. Most of the homes have two or three rooms
each, and are too small for the size families living in them, it said.
Fifty-fo- ur of the residences arc substandard and all 54 have outdoor
toilets, the application said; the area is not now served by city sew-
ers.

Brown told the city council that preliminary plans for the public
housing project have been completed and the HHFA is expected to
give final approval to the project within the next few days. Con-

struction is expected to get under way before the first of the year,
he added.

Brown said that unless 3ome Unforeseen hitcli develops the urban
renewal project itself is expected to get under way also by the first
of the year so that both projects would proceed at tne same time.

Mountain Eagle wins

honors for excellence
The Mountain Eagle was named

one of Kentucky's outstanding
weekly newspapers this week.

The paper was listed as second
among all weeklies in the state
in the sweepstakes division of the
annual newspaper production
contests sponsored by the Ken-
tucky Press Association.
0 Ajid a Mountain Eagle editorial
was honored as the best editorial
published last year in a weekly
or small tally newspaper in Ken- -
,UCky' 0.

The sweepstakes division ranks
papers according to their showing
in all divisions of the KPA con-
tests. Taken into consideration
are news writing, editing, edi-
torials, makeup, presswork, pic-
tures, service, to the community
and all the other things which go
to make up a good newspaper.

First place In the sweepstakes
went to the Hazard Herald, (Pub-
lished by former Eagle owners
Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Nolan, and
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This map, which accompanied city's urban renewal application Atlanta, shows proposed
new of the area be cleared. The Graveyard Hollow (marked Res) the top of the map,
would readied for use private subdivision, complete with streets, sewers, etc. of the
cemetery areas would be distnrbed.) area to the Kentucky River, the bottom of the
map, partly grade school site and partly addition the present city park. dike
would protect this area, now the Whitesburg showgrounds, from flooding. The triangular area
left center would be the of Whitesburg's new public housing development. The area immed-
iately the right of (marked Com) would be available for commercial use. The heavy black
line the center represents relocation of Whitco Road, the broken lines around the edge
outline the project boundaries.

Cloud City project growing
Whitesburg businessman Stephen

Caudill gave the Cloud City pro-
ject an option this week on near-
ly 1,000 acres of land he owns
on top of Pine Mountain.

County Atty. Stanley Hogg,
who in charge of efforts se-

cure options, said the Caudill
land was one of the absolute es-

sentials for the project and Cau-dill- 's

action would go a long way
toward assuring success for the
project.

Hogg added that he and other
attorneys in the hoped
obtain options within next
few days on about 1, 000 addi-

tional acres. Efforts will be
made to acquire an eventual
6,000 000 acres, Hogg
said.

Encouraged by Caudill's ac-

tion, directors of the Cloud City
project voted Saturday to go

with the actual incorpora-
tion of the group. The corpora-
tion charter was signed, and was
to be sent to Frankfort Hogg
along with an accompanying
$1, 004 incorporation fee.

Cloud City President Tom Cish
said the group confident Cau-

dill's action, coupled with other

Promised options, clears the way
group to start rftakinf

-
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more definite plans for the pro-
ject.

Gish Paul Hadley, Frank-

fort, project adviser representin
the state Department of Com-
merce, both said they had been
contacted by several prominent
firms in the fields of engineer-
ing, architecture finance
who had indicated willingness
to join the project.

Hadley said the project had
seized the imagination of many
persons throughout Kentucky and

John S. Webb dies
Funeral services were conduct-

ed today the chapel of Craft
Funeral Home for John S. Webb,
85, of Louisville. The Rev.
Charles Carter and the Rev. Lun-d- y

Addington officiated. Burial
was in Thornton Cemetery.

Mr. Webb died Monday the
home of a daughter in Indiana-
polis, Ind. , where he had been
foyhe pasteveral weks.
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the nation, and many ofters to
invest in the project, to buy
stock and to build buildings have
being received. One such offer,
Hadley added, came from one of
the state's largest luxury motel
.operators.

Hadley, designated officially
as the project agent, to serve
without pay, said he expects to
be able to spend several days at
a time in Letcher County in
coming weeks to help get the
project further under way.

He was bom in Letcher County
and was a son of Jason and

Hubbard Webb. He be-
gan teaching in a one-roo- m

school at the ace of 17.
From 1916-19- 20 he was a

member of the Kentucky Hguse
of Representatives from the'dis-tri- ct

which 'then included Knott,
Letcher and Floyd Counties. $
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