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expect that percentage to grow.
“It used to be you had to have tons of 

money to be able to print all those discs to 
put onto Wal-Mart shelves,” Meister said. 
“Now, instead of a $10 million game, you can 
make a game with $20,000.”

Lexington is ready to take a slice of the 
games industry, said Warren Nash, director 
of the Lexington Innovation and Commer-
cialization Center. The first step, besides 
building small businesses like Super Soul, 
is to educate the community and potential 
investors that gaming isn’t just for kids — it’s 
big business with a largely adult clientele.

“We want to get them past the point of 
thinking, ‘This is just for teenagers, there’s 
no industry to it, it’s just a fad,’” he said. “It’s 
here. It’s in your everyday life.”

From the trenches, Meister and Hoagland 
see the untapped potential for Lexington to 
become a “hub city” for game design, similar 
to Austin, Texas, home to headquarters and 
campuses of about 500 game-development 
companies, including triple-A developers like 
Activision and smaller, independent groups.

“We see the talent here, and a lot of times 
these people with these great skills are going 
and doing other things — business applica-
tions and stuff like that,” Meister said. “We 
want to spark the idea in their heads that it’s 
possible to go make games.”

Know-how meets vision
Meister and Hoagland started working 

full-time at Super Soul after toiling on other 
technology-related projects and jobs for years.

Meister, 31, was programming public 
housing software when he met Hoagland, 29, 
at an interactive art exhibit at the Living Arts 
and Science Center in 2010. 

Hoagland, an art major at the University 
of Kentucky, had created the exhibit 
as his senior project. The display let 
 users create digital paintings using 
six sensors, with each sensor control-
ling a variable such as color or brush 
size. 

Both had considered making 
games before, but it wasn’t until 
Meister’s technical know-how met 
Hoagland’s artistic vision that the 
they seriously began kicking around 
the idea of creating a new video 
game company. 

“It was kind of an organic pro-
cess,” Hoagland said. 

The two worked part-time from 
home for a while before moving into a 
second-floor office in the Black and Williams 
Neighborhood Center on Georgetown Street, 
formerly the home to the old WTLA “Super 
Soul Radio.”

They tried to come up with other names 
for their company, mostly “inside nerd jokes,” 
they said, and plays on words involving math, 
but none had the same presence as Super 
Soul.

With the help of dozens of friends, col-
leagues and interns, Meister and Hoagland 
designed their first commercial game, Com-
promised, in a little more than a year using 
Microsoft’s free XNA development tool.

Compromised became available for 
purchase May 25 on Xbox Live. The $3 
game has been well-received critically — it 
is ranked in the Top 100 games on the Xbox 
Live Indie Games store, and one or two 
professional reviewers have put it in their 
personal top five or top 10 lists of favorite 
indie games, they said.

About 1,750 people have downloaded it, 
they said, and they are working to build more 
awareness of their premier title. 

“That’s the hard part, is getting noticed,” 
Meister said.

They also are working on free updates 
to Compromised that will add multi-player 
modes, and they’re creating a version of the 
game that will run on PCs.

They have developed several smaller, 
experimental games mostly on Microsoft 
platforms, such as PC, Windows Phone and 
Xbox. Some of those games can be download-
ed for free from their Web site, SuperSoul.
co. They entered a mobile phone game called 
Amyloid in Microsoft’s Dream Build Play 
contest.

They also still dabble in interactive art. 
One of their exhibits, Open Source, will be 
featured in October at the IndieCade festival 
in California. The project, which they likened 
to “audio Pong” had a successful showing at 
the Lexington Art League’s Script + Systems 
exhibition this year.

Wide range of topics
Meister and Hoagland hope that one day, 

Super Soul will be a household name among 
game players.

“I’d like to have us find success for our 
own benefit, but also because it might help 
other people” by proving game development 
can be good business, Hoagland said.

That’s why the two launched  RunJumpDev, 
which meets every month, usually at the 
offices of downtown business incubator Base 
163.

Most of Lexington’s best-known companies 
are involved, including Frogdice, known for 
its online, free-to-play games and its exceed-
ingly loyal fan base, and SoJo Studios, which 
creates social games on Facebook to finance 
real-world development projects. Then there’s 
Pheeva, which is working on technology to re-
ward game players with real-life goodies, and 
Gun, which does testing and consulting for 
major developers and is working with Nash, 
of the Lexington Innovation and Commercial-
ization Center, to finance a new game. 

There probably are others, too, who have 
yet to establish themselves, people who are 
serious about making games but don’t know 
where to start. 

RunJumpDev meetings cover a range of 
topics. They do workshops, teaching 
programming toolsets and sharing 
tips. They’ve hosted “game jams,” 
where participants form teams and 
make a game from start to finish in a 
single weekend. They also cover busi-
ness topics, such as how to incorpo-
rate businesses with the Secretary of 
State’s office and where to apply for 
grants. 

Big-name players in the video 
game world have given speeches to 
the group. Ben Kuchera, the gaming 
editor of popular technology Web 
site Ars Technica, spoke about game 
marketing in November. On Wednes-

day, Chris Bruser, who has developed games 
for THQ, will speak about game design at 
the group’s August meeting at the Central 
Library downtown. 

RunJumpDev has caught the attention of 
several local business organizations, includ-
ing Base 163, Collexion, Awesome Inc., 
Commerce Lexington and the Lexington 
Innovation and Commercialization Center, a 
partnership between the University of Ken-
tucky and the state’s Cabinet for Economic 
Development.

“When you have a combination of govern-
ment, private industry, and the education … 
sectors all willing to help build the gaming 
community, that’s a lot of support and a lot 
of power,” said Michael Hartman, founder of 
Frogdice and a member of RunJumpDev.

On Sept. 19, Frogdice, Gun, Pheeva and 
Super Soul will be featured at the Lexington 
Venture Club meeting, showing potential 
business contacts and investors the games 
they’re working on. 

The goal, Nash said, is to continue pursu-
ing financial success while educating the 
public and building partnerships.

As for the billions in revenue that misses 
Lexington, “I think that’s slowly changing, 
starting with these new companies,” he said.
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Bank of Lexington 761 Corporate Drive 0.10 0.15 0.10 0.25 0.50 0.60 0.70 1.10 1.20
859-219-2900 www.bankoflexington.net 25,000 2,500 500 500 500 500 500 500 500
Specials: Call for special rates.

Bank of the Bluegrass & Trust Co. 215 Southland Drive or 101 E. High Street 0.10 0.20 0.15 0.25 0.45 0.45 0.70 1.00 1.25
859-233-4500 www.bankofthebluegrass.com 25,000 10,000 2,000 2,000 500 500 500 500 500
Specials: Member FDIC
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Specials: Member FDIC
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CUMBERLAND VALLEY NATIONAL BANK 800-999-3126
https://mycumberlandvalleymortgage.com

30 yr fixed 3.375 0.000 $1261 20% 3.436
15 yr fixed 2.750 0.000 $1286 20% 2.862
30 yr FHA Call for Rates
30 yr jumbo Call for Rates
Apply on Line today @ mycumberlandvalleymortgage.com
(C) 100 South Main St., London, KY

LOAN ONE MORTGAGE CO., INC. 859-212-0788
http://www.loanonelender.com

30 yr fixed 3.500 0.000 $750 20% 3.537
15 yr fixed 2.875 0.000 $750 20% 2.940
5/1 ARM 2.875 0.000 $750 20% 3.202
30 yr FHA 3.250 0.000 $750 3.5% 3.286

(A) 1880 Ashwood Circle, Ft. Wright, KY 41011 23960

MSI LENDING OF LEXINGTON 859-253-5363
http://www.msilending.com

30 yr fixed 3.500 0.000 $995 20% 3.549
20 yr fixed 3.375 0.000 $995 20% 3.443
15 yr fixed 2.875 0.000 $995 20% 2.962
5/1 ARM 2.750 0.000 $995 20% 3.151
Let our staff monitor the rates for you !
(B) 271 West Short Street, Suite 510A, Lexington, KY 40507, MB83514 NMLS# 916451

PEOPLES EXCHANGE BANK 800-364-3631
http://www.pebank.com

30 yr fixed 3.500 0.000 $1187 20% 3.558
15 yr fixed 2.875 0.000 $1187 20% 2.978
30 yr FHA 3.250 0.000 $712 3.5% 3.284
10 yr fixed 2.750 0.000 $1187 20% 2.901
KHC & RHS Programs Available - Member FDIC, Equal Housing Lender
(C) Lexington, Winchester, Georgetown, Richmond, Mt. Sterling, Stanton, Beattyville, Versailles and London 527664

PNC MORTGAGE, A DIVISION OF PNC BANK, NA 859-281-5331
http://www.pncmortgage.com

30 yr fixed 3.625 0.000 $850 20% 3.680
15 yr fixed 3.000 0.000 $850 20% 3.090
30 yr FHA 3.500 0.000 $890 3.5% 3.670

(B) 301 E. Main St., Lexington, KY 40507

SUNLENDINGUSA 859-233-0143
http://www.sunlendingusa.com

30 yr fixed 3.625 0.000 $405 20% 3.645
15 yr fixed 3.000 0.000 $405 20% 3.035

FHA, RHS,VA, Jumbo, Condo, Combo & No cost refi (>180K) Loans.
(B) 1030 Monarch St., Ste 330, Lexington, KY 40513, NMLS# 1889 MB 20956

BANK OF THE BLUEGRASS & TRUST COMPANY 859-233-4500
http://www.bankofthebluegrass.com

30 yr fixed 3.500 0.000 $1025 20% 3.550
20 yr fixed 3.500 0.000 $1025 20% 3.570
15 yr fixed 2.875 0.000 $1025 20% 2.964
10 yr fixed 2.875 0.000 $1025 20% 3.005
Member FDIC, Equal Housing Lender. NMLS #421548
(C) 215 Southland Drive, Lexington, KY 40503 421548

COMMUNITY TRUST BANK 859-389-5350
http://www.CTBI.com

30 yr fixed 3.375 1.000 $445 20% 3.477
15 yr fixed 2.750 0.500 $445 20% 2.860
3/1 ARM 3.875 0.000 $445 20% 3.281
5/1 ARM 4.375 0.000 $445 20% 3.563
Community Trust Bancorp, Inc.
(C) 100 East Vine St., Lexington, KY 40507

$250*
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30 3.75% / 3.76% **

15 2.875% / 2.89% **

859-899-1936 859-263-3335
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