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Keith Cartwright and 

Donna McMurtrie are 
being recognized as the 
Madisonville Lions Club’s 
2011 Man and Woman of 
the Year.

Cartwright, an attorney, 
plays an active role 
in several community 
organizations and serves 
as Hopkins County’s 
unofficial sports historian. 
McMurtrie is perhaps 
best known for her role 
coordinating the Return 
to Bethlehem pageant at 
First Baptist Church in 
Madisonville.

The Lions Club has 
presented the awards 
since 1945 to recognize 
citizens for their civic 
contributions.

Cartwright is a member 
of the Madisonville Lions 
Club, previously serving 
as president and board 
member. He served on the 
YAA board and Hopkins 
County Central ABA board 
and is chairman of the 
Hopkins County Sports 
Complex Committee. He 
also has been active in 
many school booster clubs 
and donated countless 
hours as a public address 
announcer. He is a member 
of the Madisonville-
Hopkins County Chamber 
of Commerce and serves 
on the Hopkins County 
Tourist and Convention 
Committee.

McMurtrie formed 
the Return to Bethlehem 
Steering Committee nearly 
20 years ago and continues 
to serve as chairwoman of 
the committee.

She is active member 
of First Baptist Church, 
where she is a Sunday 
School teacher, Youth 
Choir coordinator and 
heads the Loving Kindness 
bereavement committee 
to support families in 
time of need. She also is 
a member of the MCC 
Community Chorus and 
has sung in the “Messiah” 
performance for many 
years. She was a longtime 
volunteer at Regional 
Medical Center.

This year’s awards 
ceremony, which will 
recognize past recipients 
and honor Cartwright and 
McMurtrie, will be held at 
6:30 p.m. April 16 at Trover 
Tower.

Contact Chris Findley 
at 824-1608 or cfindley@
efirstunitedbank.com to 
make reservations for 
the ceremony and dinner, 
which cost $15 per person. 
Reservations must be 
made by April 9.

Free GED and 
assessments offered

BY THE MESSENGER STAFF
Free GED tests and free 

assessments to earn a 
National Career Readiness 
Certificate will be available 
to all eligible Kentuckians 
on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

These services will be 
offered through June 30 or 
until funds are expended, 
according to a press 
release from Madisonville 
Community College. The 
college is one of many 
organizations statewide 
participating in the two 
education and work force 
credential initiatives.

The testing is 
sponsored by Kentucky 
Adult Education, a 
unit of the Council on 
Postsecondary Education, 
and the Department of 
Workforce Investment, 
an agency of the 
Education and Workforce 
Development Cabinet, 
using federal Workforce 
Investment Act incentive 
funding.

Free GED classes are 
available through local 
education programs in all 
Kentucky counties.

Individuals may also 
earn a National Career 
Readiness Certificate, 
a national certification 
that indicates work 
readiness by administering 
assessments in applied 
mathematics, locating 
information and reading 
for information.

Eligible people can 
obtain free certificate 
testing through local 
One-Stop Career Centers 
and adult education 

centers.
Time and space 

is limited, so people 
interested should 
schedule their tests and 
assessments by calling 
the Job Net Career Center 
OET Office at 824-7562 or 
MCC’s Assessment Center 
at 824-1702.

City lake enrolled  
in statewide  

fishing program
BY THE MESSENGER STAFF

The north lake at 
Madisonville City Park 
is part of a statewide 
program designed to 
provide quality fishing.

The Kentucky 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, in partnership 
with the city, has enrolled 
the 14.5-acre lake in the 
Fishing in Neighborhoods 
Program.

The lake will receive 
two yearly stockings 
of channel catfish and 
three annual stockings of 
rainbow trout. The 25-acre 
south lake at the park will 
receive an annual stocking 
of channel catfish.

The north lake is 
scheduled to be stocked 
with 1,400 channel catfish 
during the first two weeks 
of this month. The catfish 
are 12-16 inches long and 
average 1 pound. The 
stocking of 2,500 rainbow 
trout is scheduled for 
the middle of the month, 
supplementing the 1,250 
trout stocked in early 
February. The trout are 
9-12 inches long.

In addition, lakes 
containing sunfish and 
bass will be managed and 
stocked as necessary. 
The Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife website 
provides a complete list 
of lakes, stocking dates, 
license requirements and 
directions to each lake.

The Fishing in 
Neighborhoods program, 
which begin in 2006, 
includes 35 lakes 
in 22 counties. The 
program’s goal is to 
provide quality fishing 
opportunities near cities 
of all sizes throughout the 
commonwealth.

Daily limits for each 
angler fishing a lake in the 
neighborhoods program 
include five rainbow 
trout, four catfish, one 
largemouth bass over 15 
inches and 15 bluegill 
or other sunfish. A state 
fishing license is required 
for anglers who are 16 
and older. Licensed 
anglers who want to keep 
their trout must have an 
additional trout permit.

For information 
on other fishing 
opportunities, check 
the Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife website at www.
fw.ky.gov.

State jobless rate falls 
below 9 percent

BY THE MESSENGER STAFF
Kentucky’s 

unemployment rate fell 
below 9 percent for the 
first time in three years.

January’s 
unemployment rate in the 
state was estimated at 8.6 
percent, according to The 
Kentucky Education and 
Workforce Development 
Cabinet Office of 
Unemployment and 
Training.

Unemployment in 
Hopkins County was 7.3 
percent in January; slightly 
higher than December’s 
7.2 percent, according to 
OET.

The Kentucky 
workforce website listed 
Muhlenberg County with a 
9.4 percent unemployment 
rate in January. Christian 
County had a listing of 8.9 
percent, Caldwell County 
was 7.2 percent and 
Henderson County was 8.5 
percent.

The state gained 3,700 
jobs in professional and 
business services in 
January, according to the 
Bureau of Labor statistics. 
The total included 
scientific and technical 
services, management and 
temporary help agencies.

Kentucky manufacturing 
gained 1,100 jobs, and 
the trade, transportation 
and utilities sector added 
900 jobs in January. Jobs 
in leisure and hospitality 
gained 400 positions while 
information jobs gained 
200. Employment in mining 
and logging remained 
steady, and jobs in 
construction increased by 
1,800 because of the mild 
winter season, according to 
the report.

Educational and heath 
services fields showed a 
loss of 400 jobs, including 
private companies and 
nonprofits.

Nationwide 
unemployment averaged 
out at 8.3 percent in 
January, according to OET 
data.

Sunshine law forum will 
be held in Hopkinsville

FROM THE NEW ERA
A community forum 

about open government and 
the state laws that protect 
freedom of information will 
be Tuesday in Hopkinsville.

The Hopkinsville-
Christian County League 
of Women Voters and 
the Kentucky New Era 
are sponsoring the event 
titled “Open Government: 
Accessing Public Records 
and Meetings.”

Al Cross, director of 
the Institute for Rural 
Journalism and a journalism 
professor at the University 
of Kentucky, will be the 
keynote speaker for the 

forum. It will begin at 6 p.m. 
at Murray State University’s 
regional campus on Fort 
Campbell Boulevard.

Cross is a former 
political reporter for 
The Courier-Journal and 
continues to write a column 
for the newspaper. He is a 
past national president of 
the Society of Professional 
Journalists and the recipient 
of numerous awards for his 
writing. He shared a Pulitzer 
Prize with the staff of The 
Courier-Journal in 1989 for 
coverage of the nation’s 
deadliest bus crash.

State police accuse man 
of posing as volunteer, 

stealing food  
in West Liberty
BY JIM WARREN

LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER
Kentucky State Police 

have accused a man of 
posing as an American 
Red Cross employee and 
trying to make off with 
about $150 worth of food 
intended for storm victims 
at West Liberty.

Daniel Leland, 54, was 
being held at the Big 
Sandy Detention Center 
on Wednesday night on a 
charge of second-degree 
robbery, authorities said.

Leland was arrested 
after an incident Monday 
night at a Red Cross 
shelter in West Liberty, 
according to Trooper 
Endre Samu with the 
Morehead state police 
post.

Samu said Leland went 
to the shelter wearing 
a Red Cross vest and 
gathered a large cache 
of food items, including 
bottled water, 13 cases of 

ready-to-eat military-type 
meals, and 10 to 15 “care 
packages” of food.

Troopers said Leland 
threatened Red Cross 
staffers when they 
questioned him about 
taking the food. He also 
said he was taking the food 
for distribution in another 
county, officers said.

The food was later 
recovered from Leland’s 
van, and he was arrested, 
police said.

Samu said Leland is a 
corrections officer and has 
been an occasional Red 
Cross volunteer in the past, 
but he was not working 
for the agency when he 
allegedly took the food.

Flu outbreak closes 
Henderson County school

BY VICTORIA GRABNER
THE HENDERSON GLEANER

Bend Gate Elementary 
School has been canceled 
for Thursday and Friday 
because of a flu outbreak.

“The purpose of this 
is so students are not in a 
concentrated area or place,” 
said Danielle Crafton, the 
public information officer 
for the Henderson County 
school district.

Additionally, day care at 
Bend Gate will be closed 
both days as well, and day 
care students who normally 
attend Bend Gate will not be 
allowed to attend other day 
cares within the Henderson 
County school district.

She said that at the 
end of last week, Steve 

Steiner, the district’s pupil/
personnel director, was 
monitoring multiple schools 
to see how they were being 
impacted by the flu.

“The only school that 
went below the 90th 
percentile (in terms of 
student attendance), to 
the lower 80s, was Bend 
Gate,” Crafton said. “All the 
other schools are still being 
monitored, but they are all 
above the 90th percentile.”

On Monday, the student 
attendance rate at Bend 
Gate was 82.2 percent; 
on Tuesday, it was 83.1 
percent; on Wednesday, it 
was 83 percent.

Also, adding to the 
difficulties at Bend Gate 
were that 10 staff members 
reported absent on 
Wednesday because of the 
flu.

“Bend Gate is planning 
on opening on Monday,” 
Crafton added. “The hope is 
that this gives students time 
to recover.”

She said students will not 
have to make up Thursday 
and Friday, but staff will.

This closure only affects 
Bend Gate Elementary. All 
other schools will be on a 
regular schedule Thursday 
and Friday. Also, except 
for custodians who will 
be cleaning the building, 
Bend Gate staff will not 
be allowed in the school 
building.

“It is important, 
guardians, to please remind 
your children to wash hands 
regularly with soapy water, 
cover (the) mouth and nose 
when sneezing, and do not 
share foods and drinks,” 
a press release from the 
school district said.

Lions Club to honor Cartwright, McMurtrie
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Car crashes into garage

Lottery Numbers
Thursday’s numbers:
Kentucky 
Midday Pick 3: 8-6-7
Midday Pick 4: 9-4-0-9
Evening Pick 3: 4-5-6
Evening Pick 4: 3-8-6-9
Cash Ball: 4-8-29-31; 
Cash Ball was 29; Kicker 1-8-5-3-3 
Decades of Dollars: 
2-9-12-25-26-42
5 Card Cash: 2S-AC-9C-QD-8D

Madisonville	 $3.68
Mortons	Gap	 $3.63	
Dawson	Springs	 $3.69
Henderson		 $3.56
Hopkinsville	 $3.57
Providence		 $3.74
USA	Average	 $3.75

Today’s	Poll

Area	Gas	Prices
(Lowest	found	as	of	5	p.m.	yesterday)

Tell	us:	

Have	you	ever	received	a	
hateful	text	message?

Vote	online	at
the-messenger.com

Yesterday’s	question

Have	you	ever	been	
the	victim	of	a	robbery	

of	any	type?

Yes	 	 55%
No	 	 45%

Lana Kunz, The Messenger, lkunz@the-messenger.com, 824-3224
Hopkins County Sheriff’s Deputy Jeremy Crick takes a picture to document a car that crashed into a garage around 10:30 
a.m. Thursday, while a COOP Towing employee prepares to tow the car. Driver Mary Guined, of Madisonville, had parked 
at the driveway at 401 McLeod Lane to drop something off at the neighbors’, Crick said. When she got out of the car, it 
continued to roll down the driveway and crashed into the garage. Guined’s father, John Sykes of Vevay, Ind., was still in 
the vehicle when it crashed, he said. Sykes received minor injuries but was taken to Regional Medical Center to be 
checked out, Crick said. After hearing that Sykes’ injuries were minor, Dewight Adcock, who owns the garage, said, 
“Good, nothing in there is worth one of them.”
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Showtimes for Friday, March 9
** NO PASSES **     MATINEE SHOWS ( )

JOHN CARTER (PG-13)
(3:45) 7:00 9:50
SILENT HOUSE (R)
(3:35 5:50) 8:05 10:20
DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX (PG) 
(3:25 5:40) 7:55 10:05
PROJECT X (R) 
(3:40 5:55) 8:10 10:15
ACT OF VALOR (R)
(1:50 4:40) 7:10 10:00
THE VOW* (PG-13)
(1:40 4:30) 7:05 9:55
JOURNEY 2: MYSTERIOUS ISLAND 3D (PG)
(3:30 5:45) 8:00 10:10
GHOST RIDER: SPIRIT OF VENGENANCE* (PG-13)
(4:35) 9:45
GOOD DEEDS (PG-13)
(1:55) 6:55


