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CELEBRATION! The WCHS girls’ basketball team, top 
middle, celebrates its 41st District title after Woodford 
head coach Jay Lucas, top left, fi nishes cutting down 
the net. Catie Fletcher, bottom left, dribbles the ball 
to run out the clock in the championship game, as her 
teammates, behind her, get ready to run on the court 
to celebrate the win. Hannah Worrell, right, was called 
on to shoot two free throws with 14.7 seconds left in 
the game after Franklin County’s bench was called for 
a technical foul. She hit one of two to give Woodford 
a 48-38 lead, which ended up being the fi nal score of 
the game. (Top left and top middle photos by Rick 
Capone; bottom left and right photos by Steve Blake / 
multiexposures.com)

DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM. The WCHS girls’ basketball team players 
who won the 41st District championship this past Friday, the fi rst one for the Lady 
Jackets since 2007, are bottom row, from left, Anastayzia Reed, Brooke Corum, Brit-
tany Rue, Caitlin Ferguson, Emily Harlow, Shelby McDonald, and Leah Shelton; 
back row, Anna Beth Logan (assistant coach), Brittany Henderlight (assistant coach), 
Chelsey Ford, Nicole Tremblay, Hannah Worrell, Jessica Morgan, Hannah Morgan, 
Audrey Swindell, Catie Fletcher, Jay Lucas (head coach), and Beth Lucas (assistant 
coach). (Photo by Rick Capone)
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THE WCHS CHEERLEADERS won fi rst place for the second consecutive year in 
the 41st District In-Game competition, which was held during the 41st District 
Basketball Tournament last week at the Frankfort Convention Center. They 
defeated teams from Franklin County, Western Hills and Frankfort. The teams 
were judged on their sideline cheers and fl oor cheer during the tournament. 
Team members who participated were, front row, from left, JorDawn Jones, 
Deryan Miller, Hannah Garcia, Ashley Toles, Gina Evans, Ashleigh Woods, and 
Shelby Roberts; middle row, Alex Tipton, Kelsey Drury, Hope Garcia, Kristen 
Harris, Emily Varner, Rachel Adams and  Aubrey Reynolds; back row, Paige 
Burgess, Taylor Monroe, Mackenzie Coate, Ellen Prall, Katherine Hemlepp, 
Mackenzie Senters, Hannah Freeman, Danielle Owens (head coach) and Hil-
ary Richardson (assistant coach). Not shown are Kayla Grimard and Emily 
Johnson. (Photo by Steve Blake / multiexposures.com)

41st District In-Game Champions

SETH CAMBRON, right with ball, of the St. Leo Lions’ seventh- and eighth-grade 
basketball team, prepares to take the ball to the basket against a Christ the King 
opponent during the Lions’ quarterfi nal game of the Lexington Parochial League 
Tournament, which was played at St. Leo’s gym on Saturday night in front of a 
packed house. Other St. Leo players shown in the photo are: Lark Wuetcher (No. 
44), Max Lundergan (No. 23) and Daniel Knight (No. 00). The Lions defeated Christ 
the King (Red team) 55-40 and advanced to the semifi nals of the tournament, which 
will be played this Saturday at St. Leo’s gym at 2:40 p.m. The winner advances to 
the championship game, which will be played at Lexington Catholic High School 
on Sunday at 4 p.m. (Photo by Lynne Kain)
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survived with a 50-45 victory 
over a very determined Madi-
son Southern squad. With the 
win, Woodford advanced to 
the tournament semifi nals on 
Friday at 6:30 p.m. against 
No. 11 Dunbar, who defeated 
Scott County on Monday. Full 
results of Woodford’s 11th Re-
gion Tournament will appear in 
next week’s Woodford Sun.

In the championship game 
against Franklin County, 
Woodford came out running. 
However, as “hot” as their 
shooting was against Frankfort 
in the fi rst round, that’s how 
“cold” their shooting was at the 
start of this game. As a result, 
Franklin County was able to 
take an early lead and by the 
end of the fi rst quarter, the 
Flyers held a 10-3 lead.

The second quarter saw 
Franklin County continue to 
play hard, and with 2:28 left 
in the half, the Flyers held an 
18-9 lead.

But, then, almost subtly, 
things began to change. It 
started when Reed hit a three-
pointer, and it continued when 
Fletcher hit a three-pointer 
from the top of the key to make 
it 12-8. She then followed 
that up with a pull-up jumper 
to make it 18-14 as the clock 
wound down to end the half.

Those three shots showed 
a small glimpse of hope that 
Woodford just might have 
found its shooting range in 
the game.

As the third quarter opened, 
and while Franklin County 
continued to play hard, Wood-

ford’s shots began to fall more 
consistently. In addition, the 
Lady Jackets’ defense stiffened 
even more, and using a half-
court trap, the Flyers’ young 
point guard started making 
mistakes, which is what Wood-
ford was counting on.

“Their point guard was an 
eighth grader, so she was really 
young, not very experienced,” 
Fletcher said. “So, we just tried 
to put pressure on her, and, 
thankfully, we created some 
turnovers that led to some easy 
baskets. So, it worked out.”

After Frankfort scored the 
fi rst three points in the third 
quarter, Woodford got on 
track. A length-of-the-court 
drive and layup by Fletcher 
was followed by an inbounds 
pass to McDonald, which 
she converted for two more 
points. Then, two free throws 
by Ford and Woodford found 
itself within one point of the 
Flyers, 21-20.

Both teams then made a pair 
of free throws to make it 23-22, 
before Franklin County made 
one of two more free throws 
to take a 24-22 lead into the 
fi nal quarter.

As the fourth quarter started, 
it was clear Woodford seemed 
more determined then ever not 
to lose this game.

McDonald started things off 
with a three-pointer to give the 
Lady Jackets their fi rst lead of 
the game, 25-24. 

On Woodford’s next pos-
session, McDonald hit Fletcher 
with a pass, and she nailed a 
three-pointer of her own to 
make it 28-24. Then, on the 
very next play, McDonald stole 
the ball at mid-court, drove to 

the basket and made a layup 
to give Woodford a 30-24 
lead, which forced a stunned 
Franklin County to call a full 
time-out to regroup.

However, Woodford fi nally 
had the lead and they would not 
relinquish it for the rest of the 
game. While Franklin County 
did get within one point twice, 
the Lady Jackets kept hitting 
their shots, which kept the 
Flyers at bay.

With Woodford leading 35-
34, McDonald nailed another 
three-pointer to open the lead 
to 38-34, then two free throws 
by Ford expanded the Lady 
Jacket’s lead to 40-34. 

A few plays later, with the 
score 40-38, Ford made a pass 
to Jessica Morgan under the 
basket, who scored two, was 
fouled, made her free throw 
and gave Woodford a 43-38 
lead.

“Shelby, Catie and Chelsey 
were big with big shots in the 
fourth quarter,” Lucas said. 
“And, nothing was bigger than 
Jessica’s put-back. That put us 
up fi ve points, when we were 
only up two. So, that was a 
big play.”

A short while later, Ford 
made a baseline drive for an-
other two-point score to make 
it 45-38, and then followed that 
up with two free throws with 
49.6 seconds to give the Yellow 
Jackets a 47-38 lead.

Then, with 14.7 seconds to 
go, the Franklin County bench 
got called for a technical foul 
and Worrell came in and made 
one of the two free throws to 
make it 48-38.

After that, Fletcher took the 
inbounds pass and dribbled 
out the clock to give an elated 
Woodford team the district 
title.

According to Fletcher, the 
key to the game was defense.

“Obviously, the fi rst half, 
we just couldn’t make a shot, 
but we continued to play hard 
defense and we kept getting 
stops,” she said. “… And, 
Coach Lucas preaches to us 
every game, if we can hold a 
team under forty points, we 
can win. So, even though our 
offense wasn’t going well, we 
just picked it up on defense.”

Ford led the team with an-
other double-double, scoring 
14 points and pulling down 
10 rebounds. Fletcher added 
13 points, had two rebounds, 
three assists and one steal, 
while McDonald had 12 points, 
eight rebounds, fi ve assists and 
one steal.

In addition, Jessica Morgan 
had 10 rebounds, while also 

scoring fi ve points and getting 
two blocked shots. Hannah 
Morgan had four rebounds and 
one blocked shot. 

In its first round game 
against Frankfort, Woodford 
played a little differently than 
what the Panthers were used 
to seeing from the Jackets. In-
stead of a slower-paced game, 
Woodford came out running, 
played strong defense and by 
the end of the fi rst quarter held 
a 13-7 lead.

Woodford continued to 
build on that success, opening 
up a 30-20 halftime lead and 
a 41-24 lead at the end of the 
third quarter. However, Frank-
fort did not give up and their 
shots started to fall. With under 
a minute to go, the Panthers had 
closed the lead to two points, 
46-44, on a three-pointer.

Then, with 10 seconds left, 
McDonald got fouled driving 
to the net and hit both free 
throws to give Woodford a 48-
44 lead. Another free throw by 
Ferguson with .8 seconds to go 
sealed the win, 49-44.

Fletcher led the team in 
scoring with 16 points. She also 
pulled down eight rebounds 
and had two assists. Ford also 
had a solid game, as she had 
her fi rst double-double of the 
tourney with 10 points and 15 
rebounds, while McDonald 
scored 12 points, had six 
rebounds, eight assists and 
three steals. 

On the boards, Jessica 
Morgan led the team with 13 
rebounds, while also scoring 
seven points. Hannah Morgan 
had four rebounds.

years that the boys’ 200-yard 
freestyle relay team fi nished 
in the top eight.

Here are the other team 
results from the state cham-
pionships.

Girls’ Relays
In the other two relay events 

for the girls, the team of Shelby 
Stratton, Rachel Pierce, Katie 
Crutchfi eld and Mattingly fi n-
ished 27th in the preliminary 
heats of the 200-yard medley 
relay, while in the 400-yard 
freestyle relay, Mattingly, 
Kendall Stratton, Jackson and 
Goodrum fi nished the meet 
strong for Woodford, as they 
took a 10th place fi nish in the 
consolation fi nal.

Boys’ Relays
In the other two relay events 

for the boys, the team of Hicks, 
Luke Robertson, Mitchell and 
Boyd came in 11th in the con-
solation fi nal in the 200-yard 
medley relay, while the team 
of Robertson, Ben Tonges, 
Zambrano and Boyd fi nished 
in a tie for 25th in the 400-yard 
freestyle relay, the fi nal event 
at the championships.

Girls’ Individual Events
In addition to Jackson’s 

14th place in the consolation 
fi nal and Kendall Stratton’s 
14th place in the consolation 
fi nal in the 100-yard back-
stroke, other top swims for the 
Woodford girls’ team members 
who participated in the state 
championships included:

* 200-yard freestyle: Ken-
dall Stratton fi nished 20th in 
the preliminary heats, while 
Goodrum fi nished 23rd in the 
preliminaries.

* 50-yard freestyle: Mat-

tingly finished 31st in the 
preliminaries.

* 100-yard freestyle: Goo-
drum finished 17th in the 
preliminaries.

* 100-yard breaststroke: 
Jackson fi nished 19th in the 
preliminaries.

Boys’ Individual Events
In addition to the top fi n-

ishes by Hicks and Mitchell in 
the 100-yard butterfl y, Hicks 
also fi nished in 13th place in 
the consolation fi nal of the 
200-yard freestyle.

Other top swims for the 
Woodford boys’ team members 
who participated in the state 
championships included: 

* 200-yard individual med-
ley: Mitchell fi nished 22nd in 
the preliminary heats.

* 500-yard freestyle: Zam-
brano finished 23rd in the 
preliminary heats.


