
County at 8 p.m. today at E.A.
Diddle Arena.
ABHS 8 20 11 20 – 59
MCHS 14 9 20 20 – 63
AB - Cullop 17, Heaberlin 4, Gambill 9, Farris 6,
Robinson 12, Foutch 2, Slone 6, Jones 3.
MC - Arnett 6, Connelly 1, Fletcher 2, Castle 24,
Reed 21, Howard 9.

Lincoln County 56,
Clay County 50, overtime
Emily Fox’s free throw with

nine seconds left in regulation
forced overtime and the Lady
Patriots opened the extra ses-
sion with a 9-2 spurt to pick up
their first state tournament win
in school history.

The game featured 15 lead
changes, with no lead larger
than four points until over-
time.

“What a ballgame,” Lincoln
County coach Cassandra
McWhorter said. “I’m still at a
loss for words. I’m so proud of
these girls. Clay County is an
excellent team. I’m just really
proud that we stuck it out and
played hard.”

Fox and Sydney Harris had 15
points each for Lincoln County
(25-9), while Kourtney Belcher
added 11 points.

Cheyenne Madden had 19
points for Clay County (31-6),

while Morgan Chesnut finished
with 14 points.
CCHS 13 9 11  13  4   – 50
LCHS 14 4 11  17 10  – 56
CC - Chesnut 14, Madden 19, Mitchell 9, Smith
3, Mathis 3, Robinson 2.
LC - Harris 15, Belcher 11, Saylor 7, Fox 15,
Spangler 2, Huffman 6.

Kelly should have been the
cornerstone to a bright future.
Instead, her time in Bowling
Green was a blip of success that
never found its potential.

When Kelly graduated, the
marriage started to unravel.

WKU had one postseason
appearance in the last four years,
a one-and-done stint in the
WNIT in 2010. Fifty-two losses
came in the last four seasons,
including the first back-to-back
losing seasons for the first time
since 1974-75.

Game crowds thinned, with
WKU dropping to fifth in atten-

dance in the Sun Belt.
While WKU struggled to

compete after Kelly left, Middle
Tennessee and Arkansas-Little
Rock passed the Lady Toppers in
the standings. 

Bjork said Thursday that
Cowles’ passion for WKU made
the decision difficult, but the lack
of competitive success and lack
of a home-court atmosphere
were two of the biggest factors in
the dismissal.

He also said Cowles will
“always be a Hilltopper.”

I think anyone that has ever
had the chance to get to know

Cowles knows her passion for
WKU and her desire to make the
Lady Toppers one of the top pro-
grams in the country.

Passion is one thing. Results
are another. It was clear that this
was a marriage that was no
longer working.

Divorce is a common thing in
today’s society. Many times, it
becomes the best option for
everyone involved. I believe that
was the case for Cowles and
Lady Topper basketball. 

And deep down, I wouldn’t be
surprised if Cowles believed it
was time as well. 
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 Our dealership has been in business for over 30 
 years. From the day we opened our doors our 
 promise has been to treat people as we would like 
 to be treated.  That is the standard by which we 
 still do business today.  With an unwavering 
 commitment to quality, we have come to redefine 
 customer service in the automotive industry.  
 We achieve this goal with 
 long-term employees who 
 establish and maintain 
 lasting customer 
 relationships.  We are 
 proud to be a thirteen-
 time recipient of the 
 prestigious & coveted 
 President’s Award.
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 Our People Make The Difference

 Joey  Joey 
 Violette Violette
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By ZACH GREENWELL
The Daily News
zgreenwell@bgdailynews.com/783-3239

When crunch time came
Thursday, the Hopkinsville Lady
Tigers were the ones making
plays.

Hopkinsville (32-4) staved off
a comeback effort by Marshall
County, grabbing timely
rebounds in the waning seconds
of a 56-52 win in the first round of
the Houchens Industries/KHSAA
Girls’ Sweet Sixteen Tournament
at E.A. Diddle Arena.

“We got our 14-point lead, and
Marshall County made a run like
good teams are supposed to do,”
Hopkinsville coach Tonya Wells
said. “We withstood the run and
came out with the win, and a
win’s a win.”

The victory was the 15th in a
row for the Lady Tigers, who are
making their first appearance at
the state tournament.

But they first nearly blew a 40-
26 lead early in the third quarter
after starting the second half on a
9-0 run. Marshall County (27-9)
answered with a 10-0 burst, cut-
ting its deficit to 40-36 with a 3-
pointer by Mariah McKenty at the
3:01 mark of the third.

“We went through some adver-
sity there,” Marshall County
coach Joseph Simmons said. “We
went for a stretch without scoring,
and they went on a little run. A lot
of teams would’ve folded tent and
been happy to be here, but I think
this says a lot about our girls.

“Sometimes, the game of bas-
ketball comes down to how the
ball bounces, and it didn’t bounce
our way at the end.”

The Lady Marshals reclaimed
a 52-51 lead with 1:09 remaining
in the game on a putback by
Alyssa Barnard, but Hopkinsville
senior forward Christy Soldo
fired back 26 seconds later with a
jumper.

The Lady Tigers never lost the
lead again, despite missing key
free throws late. They grabbed
two offensive rebounds off
missed free throws in the final 12
seconds, and Soldo sealed the vic-
tory with two free throws with
five seconds on the clock.

“At the end, you have to have
every ball,” Soldo said. “If we
don’t get it, they’re going to get it.
They were shooting 3-pointers
really well, and that’ll put them
ahead. We knew we had to get the
ball or lose at that point.”

Soldo, who has committed to
Murray State, scored a game-high
24 points and added seven
rebounds. HHS sophomore guard
Haley Cook made three 3-point-
ers and scored 12 points.

“That’s a bonus for us,” Wells
said. “When we get a 3-pointer,

that’s bonus points for us because
we know our strength is post play
and getting points off steals.”

McKenty paced Marshall
County with 15 points.

Hopkinsville will play Marion
County at 6:30 p.m. today in the
tournament quarterfinals.

“You can’t bring rabbits out of
the hat,” Wells said. “You’ve got
to play Hoptown basketball.
That’s what’s got us 32 wins so
far this year, and we’ve got to
keep rolling.”
MCHS 16 10 15 11 – 52
HHS 16 15 15 10 – 56
MCHS – McKenty 15, Tory Fehrenbacher 11,
Meadows 8, Barnard 8, York 5, Toni Fehrenbach-
er 2, Brown 2, Reed 1.
HHS – Soldo 24, Cook 12, Duvall 6, Cole 5,
Majors 5, Cager 4.

Marion County 56, 
Walton-Verona 49

The Lady Knights (32-4) let
Walton-Verona dictate things for
most of the game before taking
control in the fourth quarter of a
56-49 win in the first round.

“You get to this point, and you
just survive and move on,” Mari-
on County coach Trent Milby
said. “That’s what we preached at
halftime. We weren’t particularly
on our game, as far as pushing the
ball. We settled for outside shots,
but they hung in there and grind-
ed it out in the fourth quarter.”

The Lady Knights led 23-20 at
halftime and 37-34 after three
quarters, but started the fourth
with a 9-1 run. A layup by Logan
Powell boosted the advantage to
46-35 with 4:48 left.

“We battled and came up a lit-
tle short,” Walton-Verona coach

Mark Clinkenbeard said. “There
were a couple plays there we did-
n’t make, but it was a great sea-
son. We know we’re a good team,
and we played a good team. They
were just a little better than us
today.”

The Bearcats (29-7) pulled
back within 48-45 after two free
throws by Lizzie Hoffa at the 1:26
mark, but they never came any
closer.

“Everybody expects us to get
blown out by them,” WVHS
junior center Michelle Judy said.
“When we’re down by three, we
still had a chance. We had 16 min-
utes to go out and play our butts
off. Nobody wanted it to end.”

Judy led all scorers with 17
points and made 8 of 13 shots.

Marion County had four play-
ers score in double figures, paced
by junior forward Kyvin Goodin-
Rogers’ 15 points and 12
rebounds.

Junior guard Makayla Epps
added 14 points, while senior
guard Bre Elder finished with 12.
The Lady Knights have won 14
straight games heading into
today’s tilt against Hopkinsville.

“Lately, I’ve been saying,
‘refuse to lose,’ ” Epps said. “Win
and move on. If we get to Satur-
day night, I’m pretty sure my
team is going to try to do every-
thing to pull it out. All we want is
a state title.”
WVHS 10 10 14 15 – 49
MCHS 16 7 14 19 – 56
WVHS – Judy 17, Sandlin 10, Taulbee 8, Hoffa 7,
Slavey 5, Clinkenbeard 2.
MCHS – Goodin-Rogers 15, Epps 14, Elder 12,
Powell 10, Tonge 3, Fenwick 2.

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL STATE TOURNAMENT

Hoptown, Marion Co.
advance to 2nd round

Joe Imel/Daily News
Hopkinsville’s Ashlee Cole (left) battles for a rebound Thursday with
Marshall County’s Alyssa Barnard (center) and Allie York at E.A. Did-
dle Arena. Hopkinsville won 56-52.

GIRLS’ STATE TOURNAMENT NOTEBOOK

By MICHEAL COMPTON
and ZACH GREENWELL
The Daily News

This week has been a difficult
one for Magoffin County.

Salyersville, the county seat of
the eastern Kentucky county, was
ravaged by tornadoes March 2,
leaving a community struggling to
rebuild.

Magoffin County’s players and
its fans were honored Thursday
prior to the Lady Jackets’ 63-59
victory over Ashland Blazer. The
teams met at midcourt during the
national anthem – with players,
coaches and fans in the stands
holding up Kentucky state flags as
a show of unity.

Magoffin County coach Steve
Miller said it was an amazing
experience.

“Ten years from now, to look
back on the situation and think
about us coming together as a
group – 15th region, 16th region –
before the game and gathering ...
basketball takes a back seat to
everything when it comes to that,”
Miller said. “I think (the team)
feels the same way.”

The team has barely been
together since last Friday’s storms,
Miller said. Many saw each other
for the first time since the storms
in Pikeville two days later, before
beating Shelby Valley in the
Region 15 semifinals.

The Lady Jackets beat
Paintsville on Monday to earn a
trip to the state tournament.

And while the Magoffin basket-
ball team wins, it gives the com-
munity a rallying point, with many
players and fans wearing T-shirts
with the slogan “We are Magof-
fin” on the backs at the Sweet Six-
teen.

“That’s the cry for our commu-
nity,” Miller said. “It’s all we can

do now. We’re devastated and all
we’re going to do is fight to
rebuild and try to get back on our
feet and have some sort of life that
resembles what we had before.”

A new experience
Lincoln County coach Cassan-

dra McWhorter was a little con-
cerned prior to her team’s open-
ing-round game against Clay
County, she said.

Her team was making its sec-
ond Sweet Sixteen appearance in
program history. Clay County was
there for the 18th time, including a
quarterfinal loss last season to
eventual state champion Rockcas-
tle County.

But the Lady Patriots walked
away with a 56-50 overtime win –
the first state tournament win in
program history.

McWhorter said a difficult
schedule, which included an over-
time loss at Clay County in the
regular season, was a big reason
her team was able to advance.

“We knew their personnel,”
McWhorter said. “I think losing in
overtime at their place gave our
girls a little bit more momentum.
We talked about that and we knew
we didn’t play our best at their
place.”

Walton-Verona mixes up D
Walton-Verona coach Mark

Clinkenbeard tried several defens-
es, including a triangle-and-2, 1-2-
2 and 2-3, against Marion County
on Thursday, but it still wasn’t
enough.

The Bearcats were successful in
throwing the Lady Knights out of
their routine, but Marion County
held on for a 56-49 win.

“Every time we came out of a
timeout, we were looking to do
something different,” Clinken-

beard said. “Anything that we
thought that would work and show
them a different look, we wanted
to go with.”

The Lady Knights knew the
mixed bag of defenses was com-
ing, junior guard Makayla Epps
said, but it was still effective.

“We haven’t seen the triangle-
and-2 all year,” Epps said. “Coach
told us about it, and we were prac-
ticing it before we came up here.
We kind of struggled with it for a
little bit, and we settled for jump
shots.”

Marion County coach Trent
Milby was more concerned with
his own offense than the oppo-
nent’s defense.

“I wasn’t really looking at that,”
he said. “I was looking more at us
not pushing the ball up the floor.
We wanted to dribble up the floor
instead of throwing it up the floor.
The few times that we did, we got
a layup or an open shot.”

Hoptown arrives on big stage
Hopkinsville made the most of

its first-ever state tournament
appearance, beating Marshall
County 56-52.

“It’s big,” Hopkinsville senior
forward Christy Soldo said.
“We’ve never been here before,
and just to be here was an honor.
Then to win that first game, that
was anybody’s ballgame. Once
you get past that first game, every-
one’s in the running. That’s big for
Hoptown.”

The Lady Tigers brought a size-
able crowd for their first trip to the
tournament, and they’ll continue
play against Marion County at
6:30 p.m. today.

“It’s a great experience,”
sophomore guard Haley Cook
said. “We had the opportunity and
took advantage of it.”

Magoffin County healing
after devastating tornadoes

From Page 1C
Coaching search will begin immediately for Lady Toppers
going to be wearing red and
waving her red towel.”

The coaching staff, which
includes assistants Camryn
Whitaker, Tim Riley and Latrice
McLin and director of opera-
tions Curtis Turley, will remain
on staff until a new coach is
hired, Bjork said.

The new coach will be
responsible for choosing his or
her own staff but will be encour-
aged to interview those already
in place. Whitaker will serve as
“point person” for the staff until
a coach is hired, Bjork said.

“We’ve been told to proceed
on, working for the program,”
Riley said. “We’ll do what
we’ve been doing, but of course
without a head coach, it’ll be a
little more difficult. You don’t
have a head coach to sell. My
favorite fictional character is
(’To Kill a Mockingbird’s’) Atti-
cus Finch, and I love the scene
where he leaves the courtroom,
and the people that he defended
stood and recognized him.

“I just hope everyone will rec-
ognize Mary and what she’s
meant to the program. She’s a
great person and loves this uni-
versity so much.”

But Cowles’ dedication to the
program couldn’t veil declining
trends.

The Lady Toppers set a record
this year for most losses in a sea-
son with 21.

They also finished without a
winning record at E.A. Diddle
Arena for the first time in 32
seasons. Their nine wins were
the fewest since the 1979-80
campaign, and they recorded
back-to-back losing seasons for
the first time since 1974-75.

Cowles led WKU to two Sun
Belt Conference Tournament
championships and seven post-
season appearances during her
tenure, including two NCAA
tournament appearances. The
Lady Toppers lost in the first
round of both NCAA berths.

“We have dominated
women’s college basketball,”
Bjork said. “The Sun Belt Con-
ference is in a great position,
having two teams hopefully
make the NCAA Tournament
three years in a row. We’ve got
to get back to the top of our
league, and we’ve got to get
back to being a player in the
women’s basketball communi-
ty.”

Fifty-two percent of Cowles’
losses have come in the last four
seasons, and 31.9 percent have
come in the last two. She fin-
ished with a 199-119 record in
10 seasons.

Former WKU coach Paul
Sanderford, who coached
Cowles as a player and brought
her on his staff for her first
coaching job, said he has mixed
emotions about the decision.

“It’s a hard job,” said Sander-
ford, who took the Lady Toppers
to three Final Fours. “If it was
easy, everyone would do it. You
have no job security, but that’s
the reality. You’re judged by the
outcome of 18- to 22-year-olds
and what you can do with them.

“It gets measured in a lot of
other ways, too, that coach
Cowles did a great job with, but
she didn’t win enough games.
Ultimately, that’s where you’re
judged.”

Attendance for Lady Topper
games at Diddle Arena has also
dropped every season since
2007-08. The Lady Toppers
averaged 1,152 fans over 14
home games this year, which
ranked fifth in the Sun Belt.

That number represents a 42
percent decrease from 2008-09,
when WKU averaged 1,992
fans.

The Lady Toppers had no
home crowds of less than 1,000
in 2008-09 or 2009-10, but have
had 15 games with less than 950
in the last two seasons.

“Our history of attendance
and packing the arena … is

something that we’ve been lack-
ing, in terms of an energy around
the program,” Bjork said. “That
was a factor. When they run out
of the tunnel, they need to be
inspired by our crowd. That was
difficult, watching that this sea-
son.”

The national search for a new
coach will begin immediately,
Bjork said.

“I know this job will be attrac-
tive,” he said. “I know we’ll
have top-flight candidates from
all over the country. Our job will
be to hire the best person. Our
timeline will be dictated by
choosing that right person, but
we also know signing day is
rapidly approaching in mid-
April, and we have three open
scholarships.”

The Lady Toppers will have
seven sophomores, three juniors
and no seniors next season.
Green County High School
senior guard Micah Jones and
Jeffersonville (Ind.) Jalynn
McClain signed their letters of
intent with the program in
November.

“Our young ladies work their
tails off every single day,” Bjork
said. “We have great kids that
want to compete and win, but
we’re not winning games. They
know that. We’ve got to find
players that can have an impact
and build around the nucleus we
have coming back.”

The remaining coaches are
recruiting at the girls’ state bas-
ketball tournament, which runs
through Saturday at Diddle
Arena. The coaches will contin-
ue to sell the program, Bjork
said, emphasizing a return to the
team’s storied tradition.

“They’re signing up for the
program,” he said. “Yes, the
head coach is important, but
we’re having our staff speak
about the program. We know
we’re going to hire a great coach
… so the message will be, ‘Stay
with us.’ ”

From Page 1C
Lady Toppers’ results declined after Kelly’s departure

From Page 1C
Lady Patriots notch victory with 9-2 run in overtime


