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How you can help victims
of tornadoes that swept through 
Morgan, Lawrence, Johnson and
Martin counties. DETAILS ON A10

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

OLIVE HILL During the past decade,
the city of Olive Hill has been repeat-
edly flooded, frozen solid by a pair of
ice storms and survived a fire that
destroyed one of the oldest business-
es in town.
It also has endured broken prom-

ises of  prosperity from a now-de-
funct company that planned to turn
a former limestone mine into a high-
security fortress for digital records
storage.
Many of those hit hardest by Olive

Hill’s misfortunes have rebuilt their
homes and businesses with little or no
consideration of going anywhere else,
despite a commonly-held understand-
ing the city could again face flooding
any time rain saturates the area.
At James Do-It-Right Hardware in

downtown Olive Hill, owners Tony
and Ella Mae James say flood waters
had gotten close to their business
many times since they opened in
1979, but had never caused them real
trouble until the spring of 2010 when
38 inches of  mud and water came
rushing in.

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

ASHLAND Teens and tweens
flocked to the cinemas this
weekend for the opening of “The
Hunger Games,” with local the-
atres reporting sold-out shows
Friday and Saturday.
The Hunger Games, a

dystopia action film about a
teenage girl forced to fight to the
death against other youths, is
based on the first book of a best-
selling trilogy of novels written
by Suzanne Collins. It is set in a
dystopian North American soci-
ety, where inhabitants of  a
wealthy capital city oppress the
working poor in its 12 outlying
districts. Each year, two children
are chosen from each district to
fight in a televised event, where
only one will survive.
The film opened Friday and

was on track to gross as much as
$140 million during its first
week. The PG-13 rated movie
stars Jennifer Lawrence and is
directed by Gary Ross.
Teenage girls dominated the

Saturday evening showing at
Cinemark Theatre in Ashland,
turning out in pairs and groups
to watch the film.
“I thought it was amazing. It

was exactly like the book,” said
Kasey Meade, 18, of  Greenup,
who had been waiting for the
movie to come out for weeks.
The book, she added, was better
— but just barely. “It leaves
more to the imagination,” she
said.
“It was really, really good,”

agreed her friend Marissa

Floods, ice and fire can’t stop Olive Hill’s spirit 

Fans
devour
Hunger
Games

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

CARTER CAVES STATE RESORT PARK
Carbide lamps, “turtle shell” caps,
metal lunch pales and union but-
tons were among the hundreds of
items for sale and on display Satur-
day at the  Eastern Mining Collec-
tors Association spring meeting at
Carter Caves State Resort Park in
Olive Hill.
The event drew dozens of  collec-

tors, enthusiasts, as well as the nos-
talgic and curious, from as close as
Olive Hill and as far away as An-
chorage, Ak. Organizers say the
first-ever eastern Kentucky event
was a success and are already plan-
ning to repeat it in April next year.
If  it becomes an annual tradition, it
will be one of  only two such shows
in the eastern United States, accord-
ing to its organizers. 
EMCA member and event organ-

izer Colin Gatland said the group
was “excited” by the turnout and re-

ception from the local community
as well as collectors themselves.
“We have folks here that are retired
miners and mining families,” he
said, adding “It’s a pretty good turn
out. The caliber of  collectors we
have here are top tier collectors.
Folks here have some of the largest
collections anywhere of mining ar-
tifacts,” he said. Gatland said part of
the groups mission is to preserve
the country’s rich mining history
through the preservation of its arti-
facts while educating the public
about the role the industry played in
the development of the country.

Mining nostalgia 
Memorabilia collectors
descend on Carter Caves 

Collector Tony Moon, of Albu-
querque, N.M., examines items at
Saturday’s Eastern Mining Collec-
tors spring event at Carter Caves

that drew enthusiasts from across
the country.
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Music store owner Alma Sturgill inspects a few of the items from her late husband’s music museum that were saved
from floodwaters that destroyed her previous business location.

Don Lykins of
Olive Hill
points out the
two high water
marks left af-
ter flooding in
May and June
of 2010 on a
downtown
building.
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