
By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

When Marty Wayland looked 
at the back of the American Girl 
book, the Kit mystery Midnight 
in Lonesome Hollow, and saw 
both a photograph of a Berea 
College student weaving and 
a well-known Doris Ulmann 
photograph of an Appalachian 
woman surrounded by baskets, 
she knew she was on to some-
thing special. The book, Mid-
night in Lonesome Hollow, took 
place in eastern Kentucky, but 
when Wayland saw the photo-
graphs, she realized the Berea 
connection was very close with 
this book as well.

“Doris Ulmann was the in-

spiration for the Professor Lucy 
character in the book,” Wayland 
said, the director of the Berea 
College Store. “I had known the 
eastern Kentucky connection, 
but when I saw the photos I re-
alized there were Berea connec-
tions too.”

This Berea connection to the 
book, Midnight in Lonesome Hol-
low led Wayland to sponsoring 
an American Girl event this past 
Saturday, which included a book 
reading, a tour of photographs 
at the Doris Ulmann Gallery and 
diff erent craft demonstrations. 
Around 11 adults attended the 
American Girl event, with 17 
girls, who were encouraged to 
bring their own American Girl 
dolls.

Professor Lucy in the book 
traveled to Appalachia to docu-
ment folk culture, similar to the 
work that Ulmann undertook in 
1932 when she started putting 
together documentation of Ap-
palachian folk arts and crafts 
for the book, Handicrafts of the 
Southern Highland. Wayland had 
emailed the author of the Ameri-
can Girl book, Kathleen Ernst, to 
confi rm that Ulmann was the 
inspiration for the book’s pro-
tagonist.

Ernst responded, “I visited 
Berea as part of my research trip 
for MLH [Midnight in Lone-
some Hollow].  Doris Ulmann’s 
work was certainly part of the 
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Deadlines
• Noon on Monday 

for news submissions, 
announcements,
calendar items,

letters to the editor.

• Noon on Tuesday 
for all advertising.

Don’t forget the Letter 
Carrier Food Drive coming 

up on May 12.
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Marjorie Acevedo stands near her waterfall feature in her garden on Prospect Street, a piece she added in 2004. Her property is one of six 
gardens featured in the Berea Arts Council’s Garden Tour on May 12. At � rst she said no to putting her garden on the tour because it needed 
so much work. But the Council sent Patti Davis to help who is studying to be a master gardener, and Benjamin Truitt and his parents helped 
Marjorie out as well.

SEE  CITY, PAGE A7

SEE  FUNDS, PAGE A5

St. Joseph Hospital prepar-
ing for annual Get Healthy 

Berea event.
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Council 
Approves 

Budget, Talks 
on Finances

Finances 
of a City: 
Bereaʼs 
Reserve 
Funds

Fundraising 
for Guild

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

The Berea City Council passed the 
amended budget for 2011/2012 on 
Tuesday night, though both Jerry Little 
and Ronnie Terrill voted no. The coun-
cil habitually passes an amended an-
nual budget around May of each year, 
after they get a clearer picture of both 
revenues and expenses.

When Little was asked why he voted 
no, he said, “I don’t feel like anyone 
is doing anything wrong. Everybody 
does a good job. But I’d segregate the 
money a little diff erent.”

In an earlier city council meeting, 

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

There has been more discussion in 
Berea lately at the city council level on 
how reserve funds are managed, and 
whether the City of Berea has been 
pulling too much money out of those 
reserves to cover operating costs. The 
term “rainy day funds” has been used, 
though Berea does not have an offi  cial-
ly designated fund. According to an 
EKU study from the past year on local 
government reserve funds, a rainy day 
fund typically applies to state, and not 
local, fi nances, and can be used as an 
alternative to cutting services or staff  
during economic downturns.

What Berea does have, according to 
Director of Finance Susan Meeks, is 

American Girl Event 
Proves a Success

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

This is the second of a three-part 
series leading up to the Berea Gar-
den Tour on May 12, hosted by the 
Berea Arts Council. 

The backyard and garden 
of Marjorie Acevedo forms 
an incomplete picture if seen 
separately from the house. The 
stately, turn-of-the-century 
home is fully integrated with 
the outdoor environment. With 
French doors opening out to a 
wrap-around porch, and a brick 
patio leading to the small water-

fall feature and fl ower garden, 
the set-up refl ects the idyllic 
southern home, when mimosas 
were drunk on the porch in the 
hot sun and croquet was played 
on the lawn. A porch swing 
hangs from an arbor on the pa-
tio, where wisteria climbs in the 
spring, adding to the lazy ambi-
ance.

“I’ve had a lot of good par-
ties here,” Marjorie said, as she 
drank tea and looked out at her 
garden. 

Marjorie’s property on Pros-
pect Street is one of six gardens 
featured in the Berea Arts Coun-
cil’s Garden Tour on Saturday, 

May 12. This is the fi rst time her 
home has been on the garden 
tour. Sally Hindman had been 
to a potluck party at Marjorie’s 
house, and asked her if she 
would consider featuring it on 
the tour.

As the owner, Marjorie re-
fl ects the elegance and grace 
of her home; she has a visitor 
book where she would put pho-
tographs of all the people who 
stayed with her. This group in-
cluded Danish gymnasts, Eng-
lish folk dancers, Cajun folk 
dancers, relatives, old school 
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TOURING OF BEREA’S GARDENS
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To the left, a participant follows along in her American Girl Book novel, Midnight in Lonesome Hollow while, left to right, Megan Jones, Donna 
Reeves and Marty Wayland read certain portions out loud at the American Girl Book event on Saturday. Wayland planned activities for the 
half-day event that were based on the book, whose protagonist Professor Lucy was based on Doris Ulmann.

The Kentucky 
Guild of Artists and 
Craftsmen is part-
nering with the In-
ternet fundraising 
tool, Power2Give, to 
raise the money to 
renovate their new 
building on Broadway, the former site 
of Powdermill Pottery. For every dol-
lar that’s donated to the Guild through 
the website, http://power2give.org/
go/p/668 or http://power2give.org/
go/p/671, the Republic Bank in Lex-
ington will match it dollar for dollar.

The two numbers on the websites 
listed above represent the two reno-
vation projects the Guild is trying to 
fund; replacing the doors, and repair-
ing/replacing the windows. The 668 
website is the funding mechanism 
for the windows, and as of press time 
3 percent of the $4,900 goal has been 
raised. The 671 website page goes to 
the door replacement project, and as 
of press time 24 percent of the $4,000 
goals had been raised.

The site will stay open for donations 
for approximately 46 more days.


