
Store muddy or wet shoes on a 
boot tray. This copper version from 

Smith & Hawken  is $24.99 at Target.

SEAN.MESZAROS

For those of us tired of tripping 
over muddy boots, dog leashes and 
jackets cast aside at the back door, a 
mudroom can provide a convenient 
area for corralling all the accessories 
of a busy family.

In fact, whether it’s new 
 construction or remodeling an existing 
structure, many families are making 
room for this handy catch-all space.

“Most of our room additions are 
the family room, kitchen and the 
mudroom. It’s a key ingredient in that 
whole triangle,” said Rob Hundley, 
a partner at Back Construction, a 
 Lexington company that  specializes 
in home remodeling. “It gets 
 integrated into quite a few of our 
 additions and remodels.”

Think of your lifestyle, said 
 Hundley, and your daily needs. 
 Maybe a utility sink for rinsing off 
muddy boots or a floor drain for 
cleaning muddy dog paws. He said 
some frequently requested design 
elements include “built-in cubbies 
for the kids and even chargers for 
iPhones and iPads. Having a seat to 
sit down and put your shoes on.”

There are plenty of do-it-yourself 
options out there. Depending on your 
budget and needs, this area can be 
as simple as a Shaker-style pegboard 
for hanging coats and hats or built-in 
cabinets for  storing items.

Wire baskets 
can hold sweaty or 
rain-soaked hats, and coats and 
bins can be labeled with names for 
easy access on the way out the door. 
Containers can be anything from 
galvanized pails to woven baskets.

Home improvement stores 
 including Lowe’s and Home  Depot 
offer versatile shelving that is 
freestanding or attaches to a wall. 
Options include drawers, cabinets 
and hooks.

Lowe’s, which offers tips on its 
website, Lowes.com, and in stores 
suggests carving out a spot in 
the  garage for your mudroom or 
 combining it with a laundry room. 
Add a non-slip bristle rug for wiping 
off shoes, and install shelves or hooks 
to keep items off the floor.

But before the first sliding metal 
bin has been hung or the boot trays 
and benches arranged, Hundley 
suggests a little planning. List your 
needs and keep in mind a budget 
when visualizing your finished room.

“I would say that the best thing 
they can do is to start gathering 
ideas,” he said, either by clipping 
pages from a magazine or newspaper 
or going online for inspiration, “Look 
at websites and gather ideas and 
develop them for what you want.”
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DIGGING IN

Events and gatherings 
that are cropping up

Caring for Injured and Orphaned 
Birds. 1 p.m. Jan. 12. Wild Birds 
Unlimited, 152 N. Locust Hill Dr., 
Lexington. Free. (859) 268-0114. 
Lexingtonky.wbu.com/.

Free Household Waste Disposal 
Day. 6 a.m.-2 p.m. Jan. 19. Bluegrass 
Waste Alliance Transfer Station, 1505 
Old Frankfort Pike, Lexington. Fayette 
County residents may drop off a level 
pickup load of bagged household 
waste and up to four tires off the 
rims. Free. 

McConnell Springs, 416 
Rebmann Ln., Lexington. (859) 225-
4073. www.lexingtonky.gov/parks.
■ Junior Naturalist Feeder Watch. 

11 a.m. Jan. 19. Free.
■ Weekend Workout. 10 a.m. 

Jan. 26. 
The Arboretum, 500 Alumni Dr., 

Lexington. (859) 257-6955. 
■ Much Ado about Terrariums. 10 

a.m. Jan. 23.$10, $8 for members of 
Friends of the Arboretum. 
■ Greener Lawn Care. 10 a.m. 
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Hues might not be as rich, but their warmth, versatility give them strength

Emerald aside, pastels make a comeback

 Hard times call for soft colors. 
Although the color authority Pantone 

 recently proclaimed “emerald” its color of the 
year for 2013, American paint companies chose 
soothing pastels as their go-to hues for the new 
year. For Sherwin-Williams, it’s “aloe,” a minty 
green with a 1950s vibe. Benjamin Moore 
selected “lemon sorbet,” a citrus shade slightly 
brighter than cream that also has a nostalgic 
look. 

“Now we yearn for colors, designs and 
 simplicity of the past,” says Sonu Mathew, 
 senior interior designer for Benjamin Moore. 
“It’s not only a softening of the palette but a 
softening of the lines in design. There’s more 
tactility in fabrics and surfaces. We’ll find things 
that shimmer and shine next to things that are 
dead matte.” 

So perhaps “contrast” should be the design 

By Stacy Downs
The Kansas City Star
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“Lemon 
sorbet” from 
 Benjamin can 
be  considered 

a neutral.

BENJAMIN MOORE

“Aloe” from 
Sherwin-
Williams is 
evocative of 

the 1950s.

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS

“Emerald,” 
 Pantone’s 
color of the 
year , is good 

as an accent. 

HGTV.COM

THE HOT COLORS FOR 2013

Versatile rolling storage units from West Elm offer cubby-type shelving 
for baskets or bins, $299 to $599 at Westelm.com.

WESTELM.COM

Harriett Hendren: (859) 231-3324.
Email: hhendren@herald-leader.com. 
Blog: fashfood.bloginky.com.
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What’s hot in home decor

HERE’S 
THE DIRT ON 
CREATING A 
MUDROOM

In an existing space or a home 
renovation, planning is key
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The Container Store offers this Elfa system of storage with adjustable 
shelves and wire baskets. The company also will help design your 
space. There’s a store in Cincinnati, or go to Containerstore.com.

CONTAINERSTORE.COM

A Shaker-style pegboard 
can be used to hang 
scarves, coats and 
hats. At The Craft Store 
at Shaker Village of 
 Pleasant Hill, they come 
in three sizes, ranging in 
price from $9 to $27. Go 
to Shakervillageky.org.

COURTESY OF SHAKER VILLAGE 
OF PLEASANT HILL


