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all love this building - no one
more than I. It still seems new to
us. But if you measure the
longevity of a building by the
number of services held or the
number of people ministered to,
it's much older than four year old.

"No one's heart beats faster
over this announcement than
mine - out of both eager anticipa-
tion and reverent fear. This is a
very risky recommendation."

But one that was well received
by members.

"Every comment we got was
tremendously positive," said
Michael Graham, an associate
pastor at the church and its
administrator, who said Russell
requested that comments for or
against the proposal be forward-
ed to church elders available after
each service that day. They (the
congregation) were excited about
it

"Some were surprised, but we
had announced earlier that there
would be a major announcement,"
he said. The announcement real-

ly pleased them, and we ended it
in prayer."

The decision to move out of its
nearly brand-ne- two-buildi-

complex was finalized at a recent
planning retreat between church
elders and staff that began its
look into the prospect of moving
about a year ago. The recommen-
dation calls for the church to be

Second-han- d airline tickets
often serious gamble

Most seasoned holiday travel-
ers made their airline reserva-
tions weeks ago to get the best
travel time and ticket prices, but
those of you who waited until it
was too late to book plane reser-
vations to grandma's for the fes-

tivities may be thinking of buying
tickets through other outlets.

Many buyers of low-co- st but
le tickets find that

circumstances have changed and
they're unable to use their tick-

ets. Instead of taking the loss,
they try to resell the ticket. If
you're planning to purchase a

le ticket through a
classified ad, a or
other source, first consider all the
risks. The ticket will carry the
name of the person to whom it
was issued. Although most air-

lines usually don't ask for identi-

fication on domestic flights, if
they do, the name on your ticket
must match. If the ticket agent
discovers you're holding another
erson's ticket, he or she most
ikely will confiscate the ticket

and youll be stuck on the ground
with no way of getting your
money back.

Another and more serious
name mix-u- p may occur when the
airlines compile mandatory lists
of the names of each traveler on
each flight, which come from the
tickets collected from boarding
passengers. Should the plane be
involved in an accident, that list
is used to identify who is on board
and to notify family members in
case of injury or death. Obviously,
misidentification could be shock-

ing news to the wrong family.
Other concerns would be

reclaiming lost luggage or trying
to settle insurance claims on lost
or damaged luggage that was
checked in under someone else's
name.

If you need to fly somewhere
on a moment's notice, and it's too
late to get a discounted airfare
(most airlines require at least
seven days advance purchase for
the best fare), there are other
options. Ask your travel agent to
recommend a ticket agent who
buys blocks of tickets from the
airlines and resells them to con- -

BBB offers
auto repair
mediation

The Better Business Bureau
"AutoLine" is a mediationarbi-
tration program which provides
an independent forum for the
resolution of disputes between
customers and auto-

mobile The Bet-

ter Business Bureau is responsi-
ble for the intake and mediation
of disputes.

If a customer's vehicle problem
cannot be solved through contact
with the dealer or manufacturer's
representative, they can call the
AutoLine's toll-fre- e number,

Bureau staff will attempt to
mediate the complaint. If the
problem is not resolved, eligible
complaints will then be arbitrat-
ed by individuals who have been
trained and certified by the Coun-

cil of Better Business Bureaus.

elocated as a complete unit -i-

nstead of splitting the congrega-
tion - with a goal of occupying a
new facility in five years.

"We did not come down here
planning to move again," Graham
said. "We thought we did (plan
for growth), but it has exceeded
our expectations. We had some-

thing called growth
that was unpredicted.

"But we'll have been in this
building eight or nine years when
the other one is built," he added.

Several factors contribute to
Southeast's large membership
and give the East End,

church its strong
appeal, Graham said.

"Number one is that we
haven't strayed from Biblical
preaching," he said. "We try to be
consistent with God's word. Pas-

tor Russell preaches in a way
people can understand, relate to
and apply to their daily lives."

"Number two," Graham said,
"people really believe in what's
going on here; and they invite
their friends, relatives and neigh-

bors."
The third reason, Graham

said, lies in the varied and
numerous programs a church its
size can offer.

"We are able to meet the needs
of a lot of people," he said. "We
have programs for divorce recov-

ery, cancer, depression, alcohol
and drugs, children of divorce
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and dysfunctional families, and
for people with family members
in the Persian Gulf."

Many recreation activities,
weight-los- s and aerobics classes,
and family and children's activi-

ties also attract people.
But can a church become too

big?
"I can't find it in scripture," he

said. "Jesus said spread the
gospel. I can't find where he put a
maximum number on it. The
church is commissioned by Christ
to grow.

'We really feel we're some-

what unique. We are a very har-

monious church; people like
what's going on. If we were to
split, it wouldn't solve this
church's overcrowding problem."

Besides the programs and
teaching, much of the church's
success can be attributed to the

Russell, Graham
said.

"A lot of the popularity can be
directed to him because of his
unique preaching ability," he
said. "He s a real person. He lives
the Christian life, and he has
struggles and shares those strug-
gles with the people.

"I listen to preachers all over
the country, and I hear good ones.
But I don't hear any that do a
better job."

Russell grew up in Con-neautvill- e,

Penn., a small town
about 60 miles from Pittsburgh.
He went on to graduate from
Cincinnati Bible College and held
one ministry in Ohio before com-

ing in 1966 to Southeast Chris-
tian, which began as an offshoot
of South Louisville Christian
Church in 1962.

And even though the church
has 15 ordained ministers on its
staff, most of the time only one
other preacher - associate Dave
Stone - fills in for Russell when
he's out of the pulpit, Graham
said.

The Silver Fox
Computer Club
has very
qualified .

teachers who
give clear
instructions In
lay-perso- ns

terms.
The flexible

schedule offers
small classes with hands-o- n use of the
computer.

No pressure! It's a pleasure!

Lucy Nasser

Join us for the Open House
on Dec. 9.

Stiver fjox Computer Club
at Business Computers & Software

4121 Shelby ville Road
Louisville, Ky. 40207

893-400- 1

Russell's sermons come from a
lot of hard work and study, Gra-
ham said. The senior pastor regu-
larly spends 15 to 20 hours writ-
ing each week's sermon, which
are also heard on 11 radio sta-
tions throughout the nation,
including Louisville's WHAS-AM- .
Russell also spends 10 to 12
hours each week preparing
Wednesday night's message.

The toughest part is prepara-
tion," Graham said. "But he loves
to preach."

And delivering four services
each Sunday can be demanding
as well. "It's certainly a drain on
him," Graham said. We went to
four services in September. When
we came down here, we planned
on just one service. But in a few
weeks we went to two and then
three.

"His main concern is to do
what's necessary," he said. "He's
very sacrificial.

Although Graham said the
church

would like to bring a larger num-
ber of new believers into the fold,
Southeast's membership has
grown because members of other
area flocks have transferred, too.

"We have programs to seek
and save non-Christia- (not
take members from other church-
es)," Graham said. They come
not because we go to them; they
come on their own.

They tell us they didn't feel
like they were finding what
they're looking for in other
churches," he said. "(And some)
tell us they are tired of the
infighting (associated with other
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denominations)."
Before it moves to its new

complex, however, Graham said
' an additional service is probably
inevitable. "We've talked about a
Saturday evening service, and
well probably have to do some-
thing like that before we move."

Graham, who's already made
a trip to Atlanta to check out a
mammoth church there, said hell
soon travel to Lakeland and
Orlando, Fla., to examine facili-

ties there.
"God seems to be calling us to

be a large church and preach the
gospel," he said.
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New For Easter;
Service ::

The church currently is in the:
process of making
to hold its 1991 Easter Sunday
service in a different, largec
venue - Freedom:
Hall. --:

Last year more than 11,000.
people turned out for the spring .

service, and several hundred
were turned away, Graham said t

By holding the service in the bas
ketball arena, the church hopes
to the crowds anq

all its to be:

for Easter, he said. :
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For Christmas to remember,
get downtown.

Upcoming Christmas City

Location

arrangements.1

Clean Solutions

Repair
Vacuum Cleaners

Buffers
Industry

Professional Products
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CLEANING PROBLEMS

896-820- 5
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Ice Festival on the River

Enjoy free ice skating on the Riverfront PlazaBelvedere Saturday, December 8, noon 2 pn. and 4 6 p.m. Skate rental is $.50 and

food and beverage arc available for purchase. Join Santa Claus for a free performance by the Louisville Area Ice Skaters at 3 p.m.

Sponsored by:

111!
S'ghts and Sounds of Christmas vjm

Daily from now until December 24, community and school groups will bring Christmas cheer and song to the Louisville Galleria, Starks

Court, the Museum of History and Science, Kentucky Center for the Arts and the Brown, Hyatt and Seelbach hotels.

Jefferson County art students will create a Window Wonderland at the same sites (excluding the Museum of History and Science and the

Kentucky Center for the Arts), plus streetfront windows along Fourth Avenue and West Main Street. Window Wonderland sponsored by:

Special Holiday Parking Rates
The following garages will offer free parking on Sundays; .

AHrisl.t Tarkirg, Central Tarking, Seelbach Garage, System Parking and the Third Street Garage.
Brown Garage: Free parking wecknights after 6 p.m.

Galleria Garage: Free parking on Thursdays after 6 p.m. and Saturdays (with validation) and Sundays.

For more information, call 583-167- 1. Ckristir.zs the is coordinated by

Cleaning


