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archers find natural solutions m
Weekend
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By
FRED
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f Columnist

The concept of organic gar-
dening is becoming so popular
that hardly a day goes by that I
don't find someone who has come
up with a new way to control
garden pests without using
chemical pesticides.

The latest find comes from
entomologists with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.
U.S.D.A. bug expert Thomas
Henberry is suggesting house-
hold liquid detergents and cook-

ing oils as low cost, extremely
effective killers of garden pests.

He suggests mixing one table-

spoon of dishwashing detergent
and one cup of either peanut,

Rich characters fill culture-crossin- g novel

The
Bookshelf

By
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VP' Columnist
Book

ha.
Meet Judy Bryant, our guest

reviewer this week. She's not the
Judy Bryant currently writing
for The Courier-Journa- l, but she
was once in the advertising copy
department there and also wrote
for the Roto magazine.

The daughter of the late
Mayor Andrew Broadus, who
served from 1953 to 1957, Mrs.
Bryant is a native Louisvillian.
She went to Collegiate School
and the University of Kentucky,
after which she taught English
in France. As you will see, she
turns a fine phrase.

Take the backwater Irish vil-

lage of Mountfern where nothing
much has happened since its
Estate home burned down 40
years ago.

Insert a first-generatio- n

Kentucky Easter Seal Society again
wins award nation's

The National Easter Seal Soci-

ety recently announced that the
Kentucky again has
placed in the top four of all soc-
ieties nationwide. Since the
National Performance Awards'
inception six years ago, the Ken-

tucky Society has ranked in the
top four, and has ranked number
one in two years.

The awards are based on 18
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safflower, corn, soybean or sun-

flower oil.

When you are ready to use it,
Henberry says to mix one to two
and a half teaspoons of the pre-

pared solution to one cup of
water. Then spray the stem and
leaf surfaces of infested plants
using a pump sprayer, like the
one on a bottle of window clean-

er.
One of Henberry's colleagues,

George Butler, said a gallon of
the home brew costs less than 30
cents, while commercial insecti-
cide mixes run at least a dollar a
gallon.

Henberry and Butler say
their detergent-oi- l mix is com-

pletely non-toxi- c and has been
effective against some of the
worst insects and mites, includ-

ing aphids, whiteflies and spider
mites.

Because there is so much
interest in organic gardening
today, I have written a new
book, which in part explains
many of the alternative ways of
dealing with garden pests with-

out resorting to the chemicals we
have used for so many years.
The new book is called "Fred

as one of best

Society

American, a new widower and
fast food magnate who has
resolved to rebuild Ferncourt
(the old Estate house), turn it
into an inn and establish his
children in his ancestral town.
Just across the bridge is a pub
owned and run by John and Kate
Ryan. They live there with their
twins, Dara and Michael,

Eddie, and Declan,
referred to as the baby though he
is 7.

Events stemming from the
Americans' invasion of Mount-fer- n

provide the plot of "Firefly
Summer" written by Maeve
Binchy, and it makes a good
read.

The cover on the Dell paper-
back edition is similar to that of
"The Shell Seekers," and the
book might appeal to the same
audience. Maeve Binchy, who
also wrote "Light a Penny Can-

dle," is a newspaper writer from
Dublin. She knows her country
well and has a sharp ear for dia-

logue. The setting is sketched:
the pastel colors of the shops,
which ones have paint peeling,
which the nicest roses - all in a
couple of paragraphs. The focus
is on the people, and they are
dealt with just as
What they say, what they do,
perhaps a sentence about where

criteria, including fiscal manage-
ment, quality and variety of pro-

grams, and ratio of administra-
tive to program expenses.

In 1989, the Kentucky society
served 24,000 disabled children
and adults through its programs
in Louisville, Ashland, Covington,
Lexington, Paducah and Camp
Kysoc.

on

Usl 'I- - g
With Hosts LUCY RYAN

The Senior Scene television magazine Includes
timely news, human Interest stories, useful

Issues affecting midlife and older adults,
and a look back at Important years from our past.
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Wiche's Love-The-Ear- th Garden-
ing Book For Beginners."

It is written for youngsters
who are developing a curiosity
about gardening, adults who've
always wanted to grow things
but didn't know where to begin,
and for the many people who
want to know a lot more about
organic gardening. The book is

an educational guide for the
entire family and, I might add,
should make an excellent Christ-
mas gift for any gardener on.
your list. The book, along with
my new 1991 gardening calendar
is available at Kroger Stores,
large garden centers and most
book stores.

University of Kentucky plant
pathologist Dr. Bill Nesmith
makes an interesting observa-
tion about plant diseases in a
recent UK newsletter. He notes
that plant diseases are not all
bad; sometimes they are actually
helpful.

For instance, he says, did you
notice the abundance of ragweed
this year? The wet spring and
summer provided many favor-
able habitats and the weed grew
well for most of the season.

they're from, and they jump to
life.

Each villager is carefully
delineated; you're sure the
author knows much more about
them than she tells. They
remain consistent and well-rounde- d,

even those who appear
briefly once every 50 pages. Only
the American's daughter seems a
bit too sweet to be true, but some
people really are.

The American, Patrick
O'Neill, is full of charm and
determined to see his project
through. He is sure the tourist
trade will be a godsend to
Ivlountfern, the town where if
you were driving and lit a
cigarette you'd have missed the
sign and never known you'd been
there, according to some.

The O'Neill children and the
Ryan twins become great

YOUR BIRD'S TREE
Some people like to decorate a

"Bird Christmas Tree" during the
holiday season. The idea dates
back to the 1 6th century in northern
Europe. Some ornaments could in-

clude stale bread, peanuts, suet,
popcorn, marshmallows, dough-

nuts, chunks of fruit and
cranberries.

The tree need not be a pine, just

strong enough to hold the food and
close enough to enjoy the brightly

colored "bird ornaments"!!

Come visit Wild Birds Unlimited

Backyard Birdfceding Specialist

TownFair Center
9236 Hurstbourne Ln.

491-452- 5
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IN THE
MUSEUM:
A Caroling Tour

A Very special
and Unique Way

for Your Group
to Celebrate the

Season
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As a result, allergists predict-
ed that ragweed pollen would be
very high this fall. But, Dr.
Nesmith observes, that didn't
happen. The reason it didn't is
because several plant diseases
attacked the leaves and flowers,
significantly reducing pollen pro-
duction iiragweed plants this
fall.

Dr. Nesmith says powdery
mildew was active by early
August and extensive damage
was obvious on leaves and flow-

ers of most ragweed plants by
early September. I noticed an
explosion of powdery mildew,
almost overnight, among zinnias
and on the foliage of lilacs right
around the first of September.
Two other leaf spot diseases
were also common among rag-
weed plants in the fall.

Although wet weather favored
ragweed growth and develop-
ment early in the season, Dr.
Nesmith notes, it probably was
the fact that the wet conditions
persisted into the fall that
favored such extensive disease
development, thus reducing the
suffering of many allergic to its
pollen. So, he concludes, take
note - plant diseases are not all

friends, even though Kate fears
the effect of the inn upon the
Ryan family pub trade. There is
a vivid picture of the half-chil-

p lives of mid teens.
Maeve Binchy either has chil-

dren of her own or is a highly
perceptive daughter to read a
mother's heart the way she does
Kate's.

I never quite decided why she
called it "Firefly Summer," but I
like the image. It suggests chil-

dren, the heart of her story, and
the flickering glow could be emo-

tions which flame brightly a
while and then extinguish,' leav-

ing memories behind.
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THE CHRISTMAS STORY IN ART
AT THE J.B. SPEHD ART MUSEUM

MAGIC

Christmas

information

ty. mset worries
bad!

Tip of the Week
Most evergreens, except pines,

and spruce, can be trimmed now
for a fresh supply of holiday
greenery. The list not only
includes common foundation
evergreens like Taxus, but also

AUTHOR SIGNING
FRIDAYDEC. 7th, 6--9 P.M.

AT

BookcenteR.
Eastgate Shopping

Shelbyville Rd., Middletown
Monday-Saturda- y 10-9- ; Sunday

Ph.: (502) 244-524- 4

OH, KENTUCKY!

WRITTEN

Betty Layman Receveur

She's been a bestselllng historical
romance writer. Now Betty Lay-
man Receveur has written her first
historical novel. OH, KENTUCKYI
(Ballantine Books. Trade Paper-
back Original. October 15, 1990.
$9.95). OH, KENTUCKYI recreates
the story of Daniel Boone and
Boonesborough, the historic settle-
ment that bore his name, while
following fictional heroine Kitty
Gentry as she struggles to survive
In a wilderness yet to be settled.
As an added burden, the territory
Is constantly under attack by Ind-
ians who resent the white man's
encroachment Into their land.

boxwood magnolias.'
shopping Christmas

flexible,
attached

selecting Christ-
mas

WHAS-A-

Center
12609

2nd Annual
Stiver jfox Computer Club

DODO
OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, DEC. 9

2-- 5 P.M.

Computer Demos
Music by Marian

Register to Win a Computer

BUSINESS COMPUTERS & SOFTWARE
4121 SHELBYVILLE ROAD 893-400- 0

The J.B. Speed Art Museum

would like your group lo join us

for a magical holiday eveni.

The Caroling Tour will remind

you of the true meaning of

Christmas, enable you lo expe-

rience, the, birth ol Christ as rep-

resented in the art of many cen-

turies, and encourage you to

celebrate the season with song!

Musical Magic will lead you

through the galleries of the

Museum to artworks which

depict each event in the

Christmas story from the

Annunciation of the angel

to the Flight of the Holy

Family into Egypt. At each stop

on the lour you and your group
will learn about the beautiful

images before you and will par-

ticipate in a musical accompani-

ment of each scene.

We invite your group of 8 or

more to visit the Speed Art

Museum during ihe month of

December for ihis unique expe- -

The

fir
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hollies, and
When for a
tree, check for green,
firmly needles and a
sticky trunk base. Ill have more
on and care of

trees next week.
Fred Wlche Is the farm and gar-

den editor for WHAS-T- V and

11-- 5
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rience. Advanced registration
is required by calling the Tour

Coordinator at This

Caroling Tour is available dur

ing regular Museum hours, on

weekdays and weekends; a SI

fee per person includes a gallery

guidecarol book for each partic-

ipant.

.Vole: Musical Magic in the
Museum will be available for

ihe enjoyment of families and
individuals on December 8
(10am 3 pm) during
WinterFesl family day and on

December 1 1 (4 pm 7 pm). No

Caroling Tour group reserva-

tions taken on December 8 or

December ll.

2035 South Third Street

Museum Hours:

Tuesday Saturday; I0am-4p-

Sunday; ) pm 4 pm
Closed Mondays and major holidays


