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REDISTRICTING

By ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — Kentucky
House Republicans plan to file a
lawsuit within days challenging
the constitutionality of a redis-
tricting measure that hits GOP

state representatives especially
hard, the party’s House floor
leader said Wednesday.

Rep. Jeff Hoover said the law-
suit will seek an injunction to
delay implementing the measure
and ask that Tuesday’s election

filing deadline be postponed
until the matter is resolved. A
government watchdog group,
saying it’s concerned about what
it considers overtly political
motives that fashioned new leg-
islative districts, might seek to

join the case.
“I am very sympathetic,” said

Richard Beliles, head of Common
Cause of Kentucky. “I think this
was very unfair.”

The Democratic-controlled
House voted largely along party
lines Jan. 12 to redraw boundary
lines in a way that sets up Repub-
lican vs. Republican races in three

House districts. One unfortunate
Republican would face powerful
House Democratic Floor Leader
Rocky Adkins in northeastern
Kentucky.

The new lines also produced
some oddly shaped state House
districts. The 89th stretches from
the Tennessee border in McCreary
County, zigzags narrowly through

Laurel County, then encompasses
all of Jackson County for a geo-
graphic setup that one lawmaker
said would require an airplane for
travel.

Democratic Gov. Steve
Beshear signed the measure into
law last week.

Common Cause of Kentucky leader: New map ‘very unfair’

See HOOVER, 6A

Group touts
way to boost
tax refund
Earned-income credit often overlooked
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

As many as 20 percent of Kentuckians who are
eligible to receive an earned-income tax credit of
nearly $6,000 don’t file for the tax advantage.

“There is a surprising number who come in here
who either don’t know about it or don’t realize how
valuable it can be for them,” said Randy Upchurch,
a site coordinator for the Barren River Asset Build-
ing Coalition. “It is really a poverty-fighting thing.”

That’s why the BRABC is celebrating National
Earned Income Tax Credit Awareness Day on Fri-
day, according to Ryan Braber, coordinator for the
coalition.

“There is really a lack of education about this
credit,” Braber said.

The coalition, supported by a partnership of busi-
nesses and agencies, is trying to spread the word
about the credit and its free tax-preparation service
for residents of Allen, Barren, Edmonson, Logan,
Monroe and Warren counties who have a house-
hold income of less than $50,000.

On Friday, Barren County Judge-Executive
Davie Greer and Glasgow Mayor Rhonda Traut-
man will mark the day with a proclamation.

Upchurch and Braber said students or young peo-
ple who aren’t claimed as a dependent by someone
else might be particularly interested in learning about
the credit. A single person with no children can earn
up to $13,660 and be eligible for the credit.

Bills seek to
abolish office
of constables
By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighlandwest@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

Kentucky voters will get to decide if they want to
do away with county constables if either of two
bills proposed by a pair of Jefferson County legis-
lators is approved by the General Assembly.

State Rep. Joni Jenkins, D-Shively, and state
Sen. Julie Denton, R-Louisville, have both pro-
posed legislation that would amend the Kentucky
Constitution to abolish the office of constable. If
either bill passes, the question will be posed to vot-
ers in a ballot referendum.

Kentucky’s 1850 Constitution created the office
of constable and requires the election of one con-
stable in each magisterial district. Warren County
has six constables. 

“Constables play a vital role throughout our state
in deterring crime in eyes and boots on the ground,”
said Rick Bruce, Warren County’s District Four
constable. 

HELEN RABY ESTELLE BAYER SHARON GRAVES

KENTUCKY TEACHER HALL OF FAME

By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

A woman who taught in Logan County for
more than 30 years will be one of three
inductees into the Gov. Louie B. Nunn Ken-
tucky Teacher Hall of Fame.

The late Helen Raby began her career in a
one-room school before teaching in Logan
County for 31 years – first in the county
school system, then at Russellville Indepen-
dent Schools, according to her daughter, Janet

Raby Hall of Russellville.
Raby remained a substitute teacher for

about 20 years after she retired. The Spring-
field, Tenn., native, who received a bachelor’s
degree from Western Kentucky University in
1954, died in July 2010 at age 94.

Hall said Raby was a wonderful teacher,
mother and member of the community. It
means a great deal, she said, that her mother
will be in the Kentucky Teacher Hall of Fame,

See INDUCTION, 6A

Work progressing on Augenstein Alumni Center at Western Kentucky University

Photos by Miranda Pederson/Daily News
Construction workers with Intech Contracting of Lexington install
metal beams Tuesday as they work on Western Kentucky Universi-
ty’s new Augenstein Alumni Center at 14th and Center streets. The
project is scheduled for completion by the end of the year.

See FILERS, 6A
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