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DUSTIN by Jeff Parker and Steve Kelley

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE
by Hank Ketcham

HI AND LOIS by Brian and Greg Walker

PICKLES by Brian Crane

JUMP START by Robb Armstrong

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

ZITS by Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BLONDIE by Dean Young and Stan Drake

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne
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CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

BRIDGE by Steve Becker

HOROSCOPE by Frances Drake

CRYPTOGRAM 
by Bob Johnson and Mary Margolies

su|do|ku by Dave Green

ACROSS
1 Take turns
5 In a while
10 Wine grape
12 Make amends
13 Superfluous
14 Goes for
15 AFL affiliate
16 Polo shirt wearer
18 — doll
20 Drama division
21 Reactor parts
23 Legal matter
24 Gator’s cousin
26 Course aids
28 “The Bells” author
29 Skewed
31 Cobbler’s tool
32 Tearjerker
36 Kind of pie
39 What’s more
40 Cabaret sight
41 Cease-fire
43 Include
44 Writer Sontag
45 Adam and Mae
46 Department-store sec-

tion
DOWN
1 Tiny dot
2 Mischievous fairy
3 As a companion
4 Negating link
5 Doily stuff
6 Resting on
7 Beyond what’s needed
8 Lures
9 Fixes the clock
11 Pudding choice
17 Warning color

19 Debate side
22 Block surrounders
24 Baseball cover
25 Attaches another clip
27 Potato part
28 Custard apple’s cousin
30 It ended on Nov. 11
33 Brief rest
34 Like Machu Picchu
35 Utopias
37 “Step --!”
38 Soprano Lily
42 Toddy base

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

Assume you’re in three 
notrump and West leads a 
spade. It seems natural to 
play low from dummy and win 
East’s jack with the queen, but 
if you do this, you go down one.

East wins your first diamond 
lead with the ace and returns a 

spade, and West’s spades be-
come established whether you 
take the ace on this trick or the 
next one. Your cause is then 
hopeless, since you cannot 
make nine tricks without es-
tablishing dummy’s diamonds, 
and West still has a diamond 
entry that allows him to cash 
his spades.

However, you can make the 
contract by letting East’s jack 
hold the first trick! Once you 
do this, the defense disinte-
grates. When East returns a 
spade, you still have the suit 
doubly stopped, and when you 
next play a diamond, it does 
not matter which defender 
wins the trick. If West takes the 
diamond and returns a spade, 
you concede another diamond 
to East’s ace to acquire nine 
tricks.

If East wins the first dia-
mond lead, he can do no better 

than return a club, since he 
has no more spades. If he does 
that, however, you rise with the 
ace and lead another diamond, 
ensuring the contract beyond 
the shadow of a doubt.

It is true that ducking the 
spade at trick one would de-
feat you if it turned out that 
West had the A-K of diamonds 
as well as five spades. But this 
possibility is distinctly against 
the odds, which strongly favor 
East having either one or both 
missing diamond honors.

It’s not as abnormal as it 
might seem to let East’s jack 
hold the opening trick. It is 
virtually certain that West has 
the king when East does not 
play that card at trick one, so it 
isn’t necessary to win the first 
spade in order to assure two 
tricks in the suit.

Tomorrow: Test your defen-
sive play.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
You feel so confident about finances, 

earnings or spending your money that 
you are willing to confront others about 
these issues. “Step aside. A lot of men 
didn’t, and a lot of men died.”

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
You’re unusually charming with every-

one today, because you are enjoying the 
company of others. Nevertheless, some-
thing behind the scenes definitely has 
caught your eye, and you don’t like it.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Discussions with authority figures will 

go well today. Because they think highly 
of you, they might ask for your creative 
input on something. This could cause a 
rift with a friend or a group.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Avoid confrontations with author-

ity figures today. Instead, use today’s 
energy to make travel plans or to study. 
Relations with people from other cul-
tures and different backgrounds will be 
stimulating.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Avoid touchy subjects like politics, 

religion and racial issues. Instead, deal 
with wrapping up red-tape issues about 
taxes, debt, bills and shared property. 
You can get a lot done here.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Discussions with others are charming, 

friendly and easygoing today. People are 
glad to see you! Nevertheless, disputes 
about shared property and insurance 
matters are likely. (Oops.)

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Relations with co-workers or anyone 

you deal with in doing your work today 
will be very good. People are coopera-
tive. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Disputes with co-workers could arise 

today. Fortunately, you can have fun at sports events 
or with romantic partners. How nice to have an escape 
waiting for you!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Be patient with children today. Similarly, be patient 

with romantic partners. Relations with family are par-
ticularly supportive and sweet. (How nice.)

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
This is an excellent day to read, write, study or meet 

new people. It’s a good day, also, for salespeople.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
This is a good day for business and commerce. Act 

on your moneymaking ideas. Enjoy shopping for your-
self and loved ones.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
Even though you are your charming best today, it 

might be difficult to avoid squabbles about money and 
possessions. Just be aware of this. And so it goes.

YOU BORN TODAY
You’re energetic, intelligent and quick to grasp new 

situations. You understand people, and you’re particu-
larly loyal to family and friends. You are hardworking 
and extremely goal-oriented because you want to win! 


