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Renowned stick sculptor Patrick
Dougherty’s idea for his latest public-
art installation stemmed from ancient
mounds and rock engravings that de-
pict legendary serpents.

After three weeks of weaving black
willow saplings and other tree species
with a team of volunteers, Dougherty
unveiled his primal creation, “Snake
Hollow,” last week next to the visitors
center at Bullitt County’s Bernheim
Forest and Research Arboretum.

Dougherty said Bernheim visitors

can view it from the walking path that
leads to the visitors center — or step off
the path to walk through a coiled maze
that resembles two interlocking ser-
pents.

“One of the challenges of this piece
is to let people get in and out, around
and through it easily without feeling
trapped,” Dougherty said last week as
he took a break during a seven-hour
work day.

Like many of his pieces around the
world, the work at Bernheim also incor-
porates the basic human need of shelter
with wood’s natural tendency to be-
come entangled in the wild.

The exhibit, one of Dougherty’s larg-
est to date, will last about two years be-
fore decomposing, he said.

By organizing all the lines and tapers
in one direction, Dougherty said he’s
able to achieve a sort of implied motion.

“We hope to capture a lot of slither
with this thing, a lot of forward motion,”

he said. “Part of that is accomplished
through a kind of drawing style. We’re
really using (the saplings) as lines.”

He had about a half-dozen volun-
teers each day from Bullitt County,
Louisville and other surrounding areas
who helped bend and weave branches to
create interior walls, doors, windows

and two serpent heads that form the op-
posing ends of the sculpture.

Among the volunteers was retired
Bullitt East High School art teacher
Dennis Shaffner, a Shepherdsville resi-
dent who has worked with willow to
weave baskets — but never has he
worked on a weaving so large.

Shaffner said he has admired Dough-
erty‘s work for years and he had been
eager to help since he heard last year
that Dougherty was coming to Bul-

Artist weaves trees into sculpture
DOUGHERTY VIDEO
» To see a video of artist Patrick Dougherty
talking about his latest public installation at
Bernheim Forest, go to the Bullitt County
Neighborhoods page at courier-journal.com.

MORE PHOTOS
» A photo gallery is at
courier-journal.com/southwest
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Mindi Wetzel works on the project.

Sonya Penn, left, works with artist Patrick Dougherty to complete willow art at Bernheim Forest and Research Arboretum. PHOTOS BY TYLER BISSMEYER/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL


