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Members of the St.
Matthews city parks
committee plan to meet
this month with St. Xavi-
er High School student
Ian Timothy to further
discuss strategies for
dealing with beavers in
Draut Park, which also
serves as a water reten-
tion area for flood con-
trol.

Ian, who lives with his
parents in Audubon Park
and has been observing
beavers in the park on
Bowling Boulevard for
about four years, talked
at last week’s City Coun-
cil meeting about ways to
keep a recurring beaver
dam that the city recent-
ly removed from block-
ing a drainage culvert
along Beargrass Creek.

The dam is back, and
councilman Rick Tonini
said it, too, will be
cleared away. “I under-
stand your love of bea-
vers,” Tonini said. “But
it’s not a beaver park.”

Ian, who also has pro-
duced an award-winning
animated film series ti-
tled “Beaver Creek,” pri-
marily suggested install-
ing a protruding, fence-
like “beaver deceiver”
structure with a pipe
through it that would
keep future dams away
from the culvert — while
keeping water flowing
through it.

City Engineer Jim
Birch said the city has
looked into having the
beavers relocated but
could not obtain a permit
from state Fish & Wild-
life officials to move
them to state property.

“I’m not real sure
where we could take
them,” Birch said. The
city is required to main-
tain the drainage system
in the park as it was origi-

nally set up, he said.
Ian had drawn world-

wide attention to the
city’s removal of the dam
and what he said was a
beaver lodge next to it
when he sent an email
about the incident to the
leader of a beaver pro-
tection group in Califor-
nia, who disseminated it.

The city says the
lodge was a pile of sticks
city workers had placed
there over time, but Ian
said it was being used as
a lodge.

The Worth A Dam
group in California
would match the city’s
contribution to the $500
cost of a “deceiver”
structure, Ian said.

Ian had said he
thought at least some
beavers might have been
eradicated, too, when the
dam was removed.

Tonini contends no
beavers were harmed or
killed — but he said they
have done major and ir-
reparable damage to
trees in the park by
chewing on them and
felling some. Ian said
most will grow back full-
er and healthier within a
few years. He also noted

that trees also can be
painted with a mixture of
sand and paint to deter
beavers.

While Ian said having
the water level in the
wetlands area raised by
the dam made the area
healthier for plants and
wildlife, Mayor Bernard
Bowling said the water
has come up over nearby
Browns Lane during
storms in the past and
that a higher water level
interferes with the drain-
age system.

Ian said the beaver ac-
tivity and its effect on the
park is simply part of
what happens in nature.

Councilman Pat Wiss-
ing said as long as the
city preserves the drain-
age system, it also should
be aware that people may
be attracted to the park
because they want to
watch it “break down and
come back.”

If Ian and others are
willing, “we could let the
community step up and
help” with beaver con-
trol, Wissing said.

Reporter Martha Elson can
be reached at (502) 582-
7061.

Talks continue over
beavers at Draut Park
By Martha Elson
melson@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Ian Timothy has been observing beavers in Draut Park
for about four years. MARTHA ELSON/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

litt County.
Dougherty said it’s rare to en-

counter a volunteer like Shaffner
who has so much weaving knowl-
edge. He delegated some of the more
intricate details to Shaffner.

Dougherty, as well as Bernheim
and county tourism officials, are
hoping the exhibit will attract fam-
ilies with children, art lovers and
others who simply enjoy wandering.

“I think it’s going to be easy to lose
your children here. You can hear
your children but you don’t know
where they’re at,” Dougherty said
with a smile.

Dougherty’s work is part of a new
program at Bernheim called “Sited
at Bernheim,” funded by former
Brown-Forman Corp. president Bill
Street and his wife, Lindy, to bring a
nationally or an internationally
known artist every three years to
create a signature piece at the nearly

1,400-acre park.
It also pays to maintain the work

and have related marketing and edu-
cation activities, including provid-
ing lesson plans and helping schools
pay for transport to the arboretum.

Dougherty last worked in this part
of the country in 2003, when he built
a sculpture for a gallery in New Har-
mony, Ind., called “Just Around the
Corner.”

In 1996, he worked in Louisville’s
Memorial Park to create a piece
named “Whirlaway,” which was
named for the 1941 Kentucky Derby
winner.

After finishing commissioned
public displays in Hawaii, France
and now Kentucky, Dougherty next
is heading to Arkansas.

Reporter Charlie White can be reached
at (502) 582-4653 or on Twitter @Bullitt-
News.

Dougherty hopes the exhibit appeals to families with children and art lovers.

Dougherty talks to Janice Blythe, one of a team of volunteers.


