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The following is taken from
a transcript in the archives of
the Oldham County History
Center from an interview of
Emily Waide conducted by her
granddaughterAmanthusKim-
ball (1871-1959). Emily Waide
(1823-1909) with her husband,
William Meriwether Waide (b.
1820) moved to La Grange to
open a hotel shortly after the
railroad had been built through
town in the early 1850s.

In Part Two, the Waides have
moved across the street from
their first hotel, which had
burned, and Emily talks about
her stepbrother’s visit and the
Civil War.

Emily Honorah Wheeler
Waide (1823-1909)

Part Two
One day, who should walk

into the hotel but one of Mr.
Mullen’s sons (Mr. Mullen was
Emily’s stepfather). He wanted
lodging for the night and we
gave it, but it led to a sad experi-
ence.

In the night Mr. Waide was
called to his room, where he
found Mr. Mullen desperately
ill. The doctor was immediately
sentforandatoncepronounced
it a severe case of smallpox. Mr.
Waidebeganatoncetomakear-
rangements to have him
moved. He found a vacant room
in an old unoccupied building,
took enough furniture and bed-
ding to make the man comfort-
able, then carried him over
there, and returning, burned
everything in the room at our
house, had the walls and floors

washed and by morning was
ready to tell our boarders. He
told them everything but not
one left us, and we did not have
another case in town.

Editor’s note: In regards to
this incident, an entry was
made in the original La Grange
City Minutes regarding this
case as follows:

January 30, 1854
Call Meeting of the Trustees
Present: J. Keynon, Brent

Hopkins, W. W. Morlaw, James
Hopwood, J. J. Belwood and
Samuel Grimes

On motion it is ordered that
William M. Waide dig a hole at
the back part of the Christian
Church or some other safe
place, 3 feet deep and 18 inches
wide in which the phocees (sp.
meaning feces) from Wm Mul-
len is to be buried in order to
prevent the spread of small pox.
There being no further business
on motion that Board ad-
journed.

Emily continues her story:
The slavery question was

the principal topic of conversa-
tion, war was feared and it was
brother against brother right in
our own family. Mr. Waide and
his brother Edwin could never
discuss the subject long with-
out bitter words, and it was not
long until no word at all passed
between them, each believed
the other greatly in the wrong.

My husband was with the
Union side, and his brother with
the Rebels. Troops were being
formed, and it was not a great
while until the declaration of
war was sounded in 1861. We
had our slaves, and I consid-

ered them very valuable. One
day Mr. Waide was offered one
thousand dollars for Harriet
and her three boys. I would not
consent to separating them, but
we needed the money and I
agreed to let them go. Mr. Park-
hurst bought them and took
them home, but in a short time
they all four ran away and came
back to us. We hadn’t the heart
to make them go back, so Mr.
Waide paid back the money and
kept them.

One morning as I was in the
kitchen making biscuits, Gus
came in and said, “Sister, I have
enlisted in the army and am go-
ing to fight for my country.” I
knew Mr. Waide could not go, as
he was in poor health and my
boys were not old enough, but
Gus was as my own child, and
my heart ached when he told
me, although I admired his spir-
it. All of my spare time was
spent in preparing for his de-
parture, and the day the news
came for his company to march
there were many sad hearts be-
side mine.

It had been arranged that all
friends and relatives of the
members of the company
should meet at the fairgrounds
several miles from La Grange
to bid farewell to our boys in
blue, and a big dinner was pre-

pared, everyone who came
brought baskets of the best
they had to eat and all enjoyed
our last meal together, but en-
joyed it with aching hearts, for
there would be some of those
brave boys who would never re-
turn.

At three o’clock the bugle
sounded, the company formed
in line, shouldered their guns,
and amid goodbyes and good
wishes, with much weeping and
many heartaches, they
marched off to take part in that
deadliest of wars. We who were
not able to go, and were left be-
hind, determined to do our part
andwehadmanyopportunities.
Trains began to pass through
our little town many times a
day, filled with first the Blues
and then the Grays, but all
bound for the same place. They
had to be fed, and our tables
were filled most of the time. We
prepared baskets of good
things to eat, bundles of ban-
dages, clothes and medicine
and our girls met each train —
gave what they had to the sol-
diers and received many a
grateful smile and sometimes a
handkerchief bearing the own-
er’s name, a little flag or some
token which the soldiers might
have and drop to them from the
car window.

As the weeks and months
passed, reports came constant-
ly only of an increase in the ter-
rible trouble. There seemed no
end to it and the dead and dying
weredailybrought in.Weheard
once in a while from Gus. He
had been in many battles and
narrowly escaped. In one letter
hewrote, ‘myhat is fullofbullet
holes, but as yet I am unhurt.’ ”

Part Three: Emily continues her
account of the Civil War activities
in La Grange.

La Grange hotel owner recalls war
Brother fights as those left behind
are determined to do their part

The hotel building today.
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Cookbook author Albert
Schmid will discuss how bour-
bon can be used in recipes at an
upcoming lunch talk.

Schmid, author of “The Ken-
tucky Bourbon Cookbook,” will
give his presentation at noon
May 11 at Knock on Wood Cafe,
7001 Main St. in Westport.

Schmid’s book presents more
than 50 recipes that feature
Kentucky’s signature spirit in
entrees, soups and desserts. The
book is also peppered with bour-
bon lore and notes on Kentucky
food history and traditions.

Schmid teaches at Sullivan
University’s National Center
for Hospitality Studies. He has
also worked as an executive
chef.

The event is sponsored by
the Arts Association of Oldham
County and the Oldham County
History Center.

This year the history center
is displaying its collection of re-
gional whiskey jugs in the “Bot-
toms Up! J. Chilton Barnett
Whiskey Jug Exhibit.” The col-
lection, touted as one of the larg-
est in the world, demonstrates
the historic contribution of
bourbon to Kentucky.

Tickets for Schmid’s talk are
$12 for members of the history
center or arts association and
$15 for nonmembers. Reserva-
tions are required and can be
made by calling (502) 222-0826.

The history center, which is
at 106 N. Second Ave. in
La Grange, also recently an-
nounced that it will continue to
be open on Sundays from noon
to 4 p.m.

The hours were extended for
the Smithsonian’s New Harmo-
nies exhibit. Because enough
visitors came on Sundays, the
history center decided to make
the hours permanent. The cen-
ter is also open from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

— Emily Hagedorn
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