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DERBY 138KENTUCKY

PROSPECTIVE KENTUCKY DERBY 138 FIELD
Graded

Horse Trainer/jockey earnings Sts. 1-2-3
1. Hansen Maker/Dominguez $1,550,000 6 4-2-0
2. Daddy Long Legs O'Brien/O'Donoghue $1,294,030 5 3-0-0
3. Union Rags Matz/Leparoux $1,170,000 6 4-1-1
4. Dullahan Romans/Desormeaux $855,000 8 2-2-2
5. Creative Cause Harrington/Rosario $836,000 8 4-2-2
6. Gemologist Pletcher/Castellano $703,855 5 5-0-0
7. Sabercat Asmussen/Nakatani $701,429 8 3-0-2
8. Take Charge Indy Byrne/Borel $698,400 6 2-2-0
9. Bodemeister Baffert/Smith $660,000 4 2-2-0
10. I'll Have Another O'Neill/Gutierrez $601,000 5 3-1-0
11. Daddy Nose Best Asmussen/Gomez $545,558 10 4-2-1
12. Liaison Baffert/M. Garcia $393,000 7 3-0-1
13. Alpha McLaughlin/TBA $380,000 6 3-2-0
14. Prospective Casse/Contreras $367,327 8 4-2-0
15. Trinniberg Parboo/Martinez $324,500 7 3-2-0
16. Done Talking Smith/Russell $311,000 7 3-0-2
17. Went the Day Well Motion/Velazquez $282,000 7 3-0-2
18. Rousing Sermon Hollendorfer/Lezcano $270,000 9 2-2-4
19. El Padrino Pletcher/Bejarano $250,000 6 3-1-1
20. Optimizer Lukas/Court $184,708 9 1-2-1
My Adonis Breen/Trujillo $140,000 9 2-4-1

Graded earnings: If more than 20 horses are entered today for Saturday’s Kentucky Derby,
preference will be given to those with the most earnings in graded stakes races, which are those
designated as the best in the world. Horses in this chart are ranked by graded stakes earnings. Up to
four horses who do not make the original 20 will be allowed to enter the Derby as “also eligibles.”
Those horses can draw into the field, with preference still determined by earnings, if any of the first 20
scratch before 9 a.m. Friday -- when advance wagering on the Derby begins.

Sources: Courier-Journal, Churchill Downs, Daily Racing Form.

» Family ties: Rousing Sermon is
California bred and is from the
second crop of Lucky Pulpit, an
11-year-old stallion. He stands for
$2,500 and was a sprinter for Todd
Pletcher during his racing career.
The mare is Rousing Again, who is
by 1998 Breeders’ Cup Classic winner
Awesome Again.
» How he got here: Rousing Ser-
mon is just 2 for 9, and his last win
came in October in the California
Cup Juvenile. But he’s been right
there in some big prep races, fin-
ishing third in the Louisiana Derby,
fourth in the Robert B. Lewis and
fifth in the San Felipe Stakes.
» Running style: Trainer Jerry
Hollendorfer joked that he “prob-
ably won’t be on the lead.” He’s
typically taken back early in the race

and looks to make a run in the end.
» Trainer: Hollendorfer is a member
of racing’s Hall of Fame and has
been a dominating force in North-
ern California for years. He has more
than 6,000 career victories (one of
four trainers in history), including
three (Blind Luck, Lite Light and Pike
Place Dancer) in the Kentucky Oaks.
He is 0 for 5 in the Kentucky Derby
with his best finishes fifth by Eye of
the Tiger in 2003 and Chocolate
Candy in 2009.
» Owner: Larry and Marianne
Williams own Tree Top Ranches near
Boise, Idaho, and raise and breed
thoroughbreds. The two are long-
time supporters of Boise State Uni-
versity and got into the business in
2000.
» Jockey: Jose Lezcano attended

the Laffit Pincay Jockey School in
Panama before coming to the U.S.
to ride in 2003. He has ridden twice
in the Derby, finishing eighth in
2006 aboard Deputy Glitters and
12th in 2008 on Visionaire. He has
won leading rider titles at Mon-
mouth Park, Gulfstream Park, Tam-
pa Bay Downs and Meadowlands.
» What they say: “He’s a very
steady horse that does everything
the same way, every day,” Hollen-
dorfer said. “When you go to the
track, you just never know with him
that he’s going to be racing that
day. That’s the way he is. Nothing is
going to bother him. He’s very much
the same around the barn and on
the track, too.”

— Jody Demling

MANE CHARACTER ROUSING SERMON

Rousing Sermon works out during the morning exercise session at
Churchill Downs on Tuesday. MATTHEW STOCKMAN/GETTY IMAGES

with Great Hunter and 14th with
Liquidity in 2007.

“Looking back, I was just hap-
py to be here,” he said. “This year
I think I’m more of a mature
trainer and have a more realistic
chance this time. We’re coming
in confident, but also very much
appreciative to have a horse like
this and to be able to run in a race
like this.

“We’re pumped up and excit-
ed, but at the same time trying to
keep an even keel.”

Dennis O’Neill, the trainer’s
brother and assistant who does a
lot of bloodstock work, picked
out I’ll Have Another and bought
him for $35,000 at last year’s
Ocala Breeders’ Sales on behalf
of Reddam. He told the owner, “I
think we’re all right for maiden-
$40,000.”

“Paul didn’t want to hear
that,” Dennis said. “He doesn’t
want to run horses in maiden-
claiming races. He wants week-
end horses. But I know the first

couple of times Doug worked
him, he was really excited.”

I’ll Have Another has been
strictly a weekend horse, break-
ing his maiden at 5½ furlongs at
Hollywood Park on July 3 and
finishing second to Creative
Cause in Del Mar’s Grade II Best
Pal before his only poor start.
That was a sixth-place drubbing
in Saratoga’s Grade I Saratoga
Special played out over a quag-
mire.

I’ll Have Another not only had
all kinds of trouble, he exited the
race with sore shins. The focus
immediately became how to best
get him to the Derby.

After I’ll Have Another won
the Grade II Robert B. Lewis at
43-1 in his first start in five

months, the plan was to roll the
dice and wait for the Santa Anita
Derbytwomonths later. I’llHave
Another needed to finish at least
second that day to be assured of
making the Kentucky Derby
field based on graded earnings.
But if he did, Team O’Neill and
Reddam would have a fresh
horse for the Derby.

Getting a masterful ride from
25-year-old Mario Gutierrez, I’ll
Have Another stalked the slug-
gish early pace and nosed out
heavy favorite Creative Cause.

“To be perfectly honest, I
can’t even imagine us winning
the Kentucky Derby,” Dennis
O’Neill said. “It’s like Bubba Wat-
son when he won the Masters. He
said something like, ‘I dream a
lot, but I never got this far in my
dreams.’ I’ve dreamt a lot of
things, but never in a million
years would think you could win
the Derby. But as every day gets
closer, and then you talk to the
exercise rider, you go, ‘You
know, we might have a chance in
this thing.’ ”

ANOTHER: O’Neill’s dream Derby horse
Continued from Page C1 Doug O’Neill calls

himself “more of a
mature trainer”
this year with I’ll
Have Another.
He’s no longer
just content to be
in the Derby.

Trainer Larry Jones said Tues-
day that Louisiana Derby runner-
up Mark Valeski will not be en-
tered today in Saturday’s Ken-
tucky Derby, calling him “a Der-
by-caliber horse” but saying the
risk of knocking the colt out of lat-
er races was too great in such a
deep field.

ThedefectionmeansD.Wayne
Lukas, trainer of Optimizer, will
get a shot at his fifth Derby vic-
tory.

“We feel like he’s a Derby
horse, but we don’t feel like he’s a
Derby horse this Saturday,” said
Jones, who trains Mark Valeski
for former Kentucky Gov. Brere-
ton Jones, who has never had a
Derby starter. “Two weeks from
now we may have that Derby
horse. He might show up at the
Belmont. But we’re going to go to
the Peter Pan (in New York on
May 12).

“He hasn’t won a prep. He’s
been a neck and nose off winning
two major preps. But we think it’s
in his best interest” not to run.

Larry Jones finished second in
the 2007 Derby with Hard Spun
and in 2008 with the ill-fated filly
Eight Belles. But he also had the
2009 favorite in Louisiana Derby
winner Friesan Fire, who finished
18th and never was the same again.

“Brereton and I feel like we’re
in it for the long haul. We will have
other shots,” Jones said. “… This
is a very deep field. We feel we be-
long with them, but there’s going
to be a horse who runs 15th that’s a
very good horse. It’s not like we’d
go in there thinking, ‘If Union
Rags gets a bad trip, we win.’ …

“Do we fit with them? Yeah,
this horse is improving every
race. But I’ve also seen in the 20-
horse field a lot of things go
wrong, and it could be the last
(good race for a horse). We saw
that with Friesan Fire. He was the
favorite and we needed to be
there, but that race was his undo-
ing. We want other things for
Mark down the road.”

The Joneses (who are not re-
lated) still have a major Kentucky
Oaks contender in Believe You
Can.

Optimizer now is assured a
berth in the 20-horse field, and

My Adonis moves up to the No. 21
spot and the also-eligible list,
where he could make the field if
there are any scratches before
advance wagering begins at
9 a.m. Friday.

Lukas, whose 44 Derby start-
ers dating to 1981 are by far the
most ever, said Brereton Jones
called him Tuesday morning with
the decision about Mark Valeski.
Lukas trained 2002 Derby runner-
up Proud Citizen, who is the sire
of Mark Valeski and stands at
Brereton Jones’ Airdrie Stud.

“He said, ‘We agonized over
the decision, but I’m delighted it’s
you” who gets in, Lukas said. “He
said, ‘You’ve been so supportive
of our farm.’ You know, I sent him
Proud Citizen. He was so gracious
and nice. He said, ‘We’re going to
be your biggest rooter.’

“Twenty horses in the field any
year is tough. This year I think it’s
going to be even tougher. I think
it’s going to get down to horses
who (A) can run a mile and a quar-
ter and (B) those who get the
trip.”

He said Optimizer is “going to
get the mile and a quarter. He is a
little bit one-dimensional. We
need to get the trip and have a lit-
tle luck. But we’ve run in enough
of them to have reality set in. …
I’ve been there enough that I
think I’m a realist as far as what
we can do and what we can’t do.
We’ve got a very sound, hard-try-
ing horse. That’s all I can ask.”

Mark Valeski out,
so Lukas jumps in
By Jennie Rees
jrees@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Mark Valeski
trainer Larry Jones:
“We feel like he’s a
Derby horse, but
we don’t feel like
he’s a Derby horse
this Saturday.”

In all his years training hors-
es, Hamilton Smith never
branched out from his Maryland
base, where he handles dozens of
horses, mostly claimers.

From time to time he’d think
about what it would be like to
have a Kentucky Derby contend-
er, but at age 67 he thought the
time had passed.

“I didn’t think I’d get one, but
you do think about it,” Smith said
Tuesday as he spent his first
morning on the Churchill Downs
backside, prepping Illinois Der-
by winner Done Talking for Sat-
urday’s Run for the Roses. “I’m
going to enjoy it. It’s something
I’m going to talk about the rest of
my life.”

Jockey Sheldon Russell also
will make his Derby debut. He
has ridden only one race at Chur-
chill, so he’s going to take a cou-
ple of mounts today and Thurs-
day.

The 24-year-old Russell, who
was born in Louisiana to South
African parents and was raised
primarily in England, said the
opportunity to ride in the Derby
“makes me feel real good, like
we’ve accomplished something.”

He has ridden Done Talking
twice and said he appreciates the
owners and trainer keeping him
on the horse for the Derby rather
than trying to find a more experi-
enced rider.

Russell said that when he ar-
rived Monday, he went to the
Kentucky Derby Museum to
start soaking up the history and
getting an idea what’s in store for
him. He watched film of Mine
That Bird’s 2009 victory and saw
comparisons to Done Talking,
though he doesn’t want to have to
come from so far behind.

Russell said early speed in the
race would favor Done Talking’s
style.

“You pretty much just have to
steer him around there,” he said.
“He’ll follow them around, and
when they’re getting tired, he’s
just warming up.”

Rousing Sermon
a creature of habit

Rousing Sermon clocked his
final five-furlong work in 1:00.40
on Tuesday morning, galloping
out in 1:14. Trainer Jerry Hollen-
dorfer plans to take him to the
paddock a couple of times during
racing to get him used to the
crowd.

Hollendorfer said his horse is
relaxed and follows a strict rou-
tine.

“He’s a real steady horse,” he
said. “He does everything the
same every day.”

With post positions not drawn
until today, Hollendorfer said it’s
hard to predict how Rousing Ser-
mon will factor in the race. But
he said he won’t be on the lead
early.

“I know he’s going to try as
hard as he can,” the trainer said.
“My confidence level is OK with
this horse.”

Pletcher pair arrives
Three more horses arrived,

including trainer Todd Pletcher’s
two Derby hopefuls: Gemologist,
the Wood Memorial winner; and
El Padrino, who won the Grade II
Risen Star at Fair Grounds.

Pletcher’s colts haven’t
drawn the kind of attention he’s
used to, but that’s OK with him.

“Because the field is so deep,
you kind of have people liking
different horses — rightfully

so,” said Pletcher, who noted that
Gemologist is 2 for 2 at Churchill
and “that’s always a big advan-
tage when you know you have a
horse who was successful here.”

Florida Derby winner Take
Charge Indy, who will be ridden
by Calvin Borel, also arrived.
Daddy Long Legs is coming from
Europe and is expected to arrive
between 4 and 6 a.m. today.

McLaughlin won’t pick
rider till today

Rajiv Maragh probably will
rideAlphaonSaturday,but train-
er Kiaran McLaughlin said he
wanted to see if any other jock-
eys become available by today.

“Obviously, Ramon Domin-
guez has been on him all three
starts this year; if he came open
we would take him,” McLaughlin
said. “There’s no sense in naming
a rider (Monday or Tuesday)
when we have to do it (today).”

Dominguez is scheduled to
ride Hansen. But regardless of
the jockey, McLaughlin predicts
Alpha will run better than in his
only previous race at Churchill,
when he had trouble out of the
gate and finished 11th in the
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile.

“He just had a bad day; he was
bad at the gate and the track was
very wet,” he said. “And in the
fall it just doesn’t seem to dry out
as much as it does now. I’m
shocked it’s so good this morn-
ing.”

NOTEBOOK

Done Talking a first for
trainer, 67, and jockey, 24
By C. L. Brown
and Jessie Halladay
The Courier-Journal

NFL great Terry Bradshaw gets a look at Dullahan while strolling
through Dale Romans’ barn on Tuesday. PAUL ROLFES/THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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