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T alk about unforgettable.
The name Richie

Farmer made for him-
self on the Wildcats basketball
teamwasgolden,butit—andhe
— now wear the tarnish of a
scathing report issued this
weekonthemisdeedsandabus-
es of position, power and tax-
payerdollarsthatoccurreddur-
ing his late tenure as Kentucky
Agriculture Commissioner.

Bottom line, said state Audi-
tor of Public Ac-
counts Adam Ede-
len, whose office
conducted the in-
vestigation: “The
reportpaintsaclear
picture of an ad-
ministration that
had no qualms
about treating tax-
payer resources as
its own.”

Many excesses
of Mr. Farmer’s
time in office — the
state-purchased ve-
hicles during the worst reces-
sion of modern times; the miss-
ing computers and refrigera-
tor;his ill-gotten,personalMar-
riott Hotel points; the
$5,000-a-month state job for his
girlfriend who was rarely seen
at work, to name but a few —
were already and abundantly
known. But there were egre-
gious, even jaw-dropping, sur-
prises to be found in the 187-
page report.

Let Mr. Edelen continue:
“Theformercommissionerhad
state employees on state time
take him hunting and shopping,
mowhisyard,buildabasketball
court inhisbackyard,andeven
chauffeurhisdog.Heshowered
himself with gifts and office
equipment and rewarded
friends with jobs.”

If Mr. Farmer never found a
gift worth $200 or more to re-
port, as is required, there ap-
peared to be no detail too small
orextraneous(theapproximate
$60 expediting fee for brackets
to mount two 60-inch TV sets
worth $4,192) for him to consid-
er ripe for the plucking with
taxpayer money.

Nor did there seem to be any
task too small, or too far afield,
from state employees’ job de-
scriptions during the Farmer
years. “The former commis-
sionershotadeerillegallyfrom
thecabofastate-issuedvehicle
and then directed the state em-
ployeetofield-dressitforhim,”
Mr. Edelen said.

It is difficult to come away
fromthisreportthatoutlined“a
toxic culture of entitlement”
without thinking that it was Ri-
chie Farmer’s world, and we
just paid for it.

That is why even the most

diehard fans of Mr. Farmer’s
time on the basketball court
should not have their heads
turned by arguments that Mr.
Farmer was so accustomed to
being a celebrity with its atten-
dant swag that he just didn’t
know the difference between
yesterday and today. Nor
shouldtheargument,floatedby
Mr. Farmer’s attorney, that the
auditis“political”—Mr.Edelen
isaDemocrat,Mr.FarmeraRe-

publican — gain any
traction.

Other accom-
plished athletes have
had sterling public-
service careers —
BillBradleyandJack
Kemp come immedi-
ately to mind — and
haven’tmistakenone
culture for another.

Moreimportantly,
the audit was re-
quested by newly
elected Agriculture
Commissioner

James Comer, a Republican, to
trytorootoutthepastproblems
in order to restore citizen and
taxpayer confidence in the de-
partment as something other
than Mr. Farmer’s playground.

Toward that end, the audi-
tor’s office interviewed more
than four dozen people and re-
viewed thousands of docu-
ments.

Mr. Edelen has referred the
findings of the audit to other
stateandfederalofficesforfur-
therinvestigationandMr.Com-
er has made changes and acted
on some of the recommenda-
tions included in the report.

And that’s what is really im-
portant about the audit.

Withtheaudit,Mr.Farmeris
answering to the public for his
apparently profligate time in
office,andotherpowerswillde-
cide if he has to answer to other
authorities, as well. But it is up
to Mr. Comer to follow through
on his pledge to improve trans-
parency, accountability, effi-
ciency and management prac-
tices if there is to be a game-
changing culture shift at the
Kentucky Department of Agri-
culture.

Already, though, the citizens
ofKentuckyoughttolookatthe
Comer-requested, Edelen-di-
rected audit as a turning of the
corner for that department.

As Mr. Comer noted in a let-
ter included in the report, “The
cooperation and professional-
ism our staffs exhibited
through this examination has
setanewstandardforgoodgov-
ernment free from the politics
that have ground state govern-
ment to a stand-still in other
areas ... We have accomplished
much,andourworkcontinues.”
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Happy with Daniels
As a graduating senior and

participant in Bellarmine Uni-
versity’s spring commencement
ceremony, I could not be happier
with the selection of Kentucky
Gov. Steve Beshear and Indiana
Gov. Mitch Daniels as recipients
of honorary degrees. Contrary to
what professor Seymour Slavin
and 31other Kentucky academics
view as an “egregious act,” Gov.
Daniels is not unfit to receive an
honorary degree from Bellar-
mine University. Bellarmine
President Joseph McGowan stat-
ed, “During their respective
terms in office, both governors
have demonstrated a genuine
commitment to civility in public
discourse, bipartisan coopera-
tion and regionalism.”

For Professor Slavin and his
co-signers, Gov. Mitch Daniels
“doesn’t deserve such an acco-
lade” because he has implement-
ed policies that do not fit their
world view. Gov. Daniels has
been accused of being unsympa-
thetic to trade unions, probably a
legitimate accusation. Another
honorary degree recipient from
Bellarmine University, however,
has also been accused of showing
antipathy to trade unions, former
Louisville mayor and current Lt.
Gov. Jerry Abramson. The presi-
dent of the Kentucky AFL-CIO
union publicly urged Gov. Steve
Beshear to choose another run-
ning mate. Where was the letter
from Professor Slavin and his co-
signers when Bellarmine select-
ed Jerry Abramson last year?
Where is the criticism for Gov.
Daniels’ fellow honorary degree
recipient Gov. Beshear, who
eventually selected Jerry
Abramson as his running mate? . .
. Bellarmine University does not
value a politician’s contributions
based on the (R) or (D) after their
last names. I look forward to be-
ing in attendance for the honor-
ing of the bipartisanship and ci-
vility exhibited by Gov. Daniels
and Gov. Beshear.

CORY HOGUE
Louisville 40220

Cunningham for Senate
The people of Kentucky want

leaders we can trust to protect
the air we breathe, the water we
drink, and the wilderness we
love. That is why Sierra Club, in-
cluding the Greater Louisville

Group and the Cumberland (Ken-
tucky) Chapter, endorse and sup-
port Sarah Lynn Cunningham,
Democratic candidate for Ken-
tucky state senator, District 19.
Ms. Cunningham is a true envi-
ronmental champion. Working as
an engineer and educator, she has
fought for decades on behalf of a
cleaner and healthier common-
wealth. A lifelong resident of
Louisville, Sarah Lynn is a proven
leader, unafraid to take on special
interests who have assaulted
Kentucky’s health and natural
heritage. Please join Sierra Club
in supporting a candidate who
has shown she not only cares
about her hometown, but has
worked tirelessly on behalf of all
Louisvillians for a cleaner and
healthier community. On May 22,
vote for Sarah Lynn Cunningham
for state senate.

DREW FOLEY
WALLACE McMULLEN

Louisville 40241
The writers are co-chairs of

the Greater Louisville Sierra
Club. — Editor

No Oaks or Derby
Except for a couple of years

when the weather was dreadful, I
have attended either the Derby
or the Oaks, and some years both,
since 1969. I will not be going to
either this year. For years, going
to the infield was quite satisfy-
ing. Then for a number of years I
shared seats with friends in the
grandstand, but finally opted out
when the cost became prohib-
itive. By this point the experience
of going to the infield was no long-
er satisfying. What had once been
a somewhat open expanse was
now filled with temporary struc-
tures to allow for more seating,
vendors’ tents, and in the last few
years a giant added-admission
tent that totally takes up the once-
open, bricked area in the center
of the infield. The infield was no
longer a venue for enjoying the
Oaks or the Derby, much less ex-
periencing the thrill of horse rac-
ing.

The first Derby I attended was
with my father, and he took me
and my sister to the grassy area
that was outside of the first turn.
Over the years I returned to that
area to watch the horses. In re-
cent years that area was increas-
ingly given over to reserved seat-
ing, but at least some space re-
mained for us peons. No longer
last year, as I found out. And no
longer will I be heading to Chur-

chill Downs for the Oaks or the
Derby.

I will add that a Michigan cou-
ple I met at the track years ago
will no longer be attending the
Derby. They had been coming
down for 35 years; after a number
of years were they able toacquire
seats. This year they were in-
formed that to acquire seating,
they would have to enter their
name in a lottery. As said, they
will no longer be heading to
Louisville for the Derby.

(Someone at The Courier-Jour-
nal should investigate just how
safe the temporary structures at
Churchill Downs are, having seen
what can happen with high winds
in Indianapolis and just this
weekend in St. Louis.)

D. L. SCHUMAN
Louisville 40207

Support Lugar
Do we need intelligent, proven

leaders in Washington? Our coun-
try needs Sen. (Richard) Lugar.
Hoosiers need to vote May 8 or
vote early by absentee ballet.
Sen. Lugar is a man of faith, integ-
rity and character. Sen. Lugar op-
posed Obamacare, voted against
it 32 times and co-sponsored leg-
islation to fully repeal it. Sen. Lu-
gar first asked Indiana’s attorney
general to question Obamacare’s
constitutionality, a case that is
now before the Supreme Court.
Also, Lugar has consistently
stood up for Hoosier taxpayers
and opposed Obama’s big govern-
ment spending. Lugar voted
against the failed stimulus plan,
and voted against all of Obama’s
bankrupting budgets.

LINDA BAWEL
Jasper, Ind. 47546

Support Mourdock
On the Sunday editorial page

The Courier-Journal endorsed
Sen. Lugar. In reading the article
I found the reasons given for not
supporting his opponent read as
though you should support his op-
ponent, Mr. Mourdock. The arti-
cle stated that Mr. Mourdock is
against Obamacare, runaway
federal spending, liberal Su-
preme Court justices and abor-
tion. He wants to secure the bor-
ders and supports the Second
Amendment. This endorsement
sound more like an endorsement
of Mr. Mourdock than Sen. Lugar.
If I lived in Indiana, my vote
would go to Mr. Mourdock.

TOM PITSENBERGER
Louisville 40243
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W hen I started practicing
medicine in Bardstown,
Ky., almost 35 years ago,

I was optimistic about my oppor-
tunity to make sick children well
and to watch healthy children
grow into strong adults. Even
though I started out with a slight-
ly naíve view, I’m very proud to
say I’ve had a hand in caring for
thousands of Kentucky’s chil-
dren.

I made a commitment to serve
Medicaid patients at the very be-
ginning of my career, but I was
not enthusiastic when managed
care arrived in 1997. Both my
staff and the staff at Passport
Health Plan will attest to my res-
ervations during the start up. On
one hand, I was right to be cau-
tious; there were administrative
and technology issues that creat-
ed burdens on my practice. On

the other hand, Passport worked
hard to fix what wasn’t working
so doctors could focus on provid-
ing patient care.

But, the gap between where
we were with Medicaid managed
care then and where we are now
is enormous.

Several recent articles and
even lawsuits now filed, point out
that the state’s attempt to save
money by introducing three oth-
er Medicaid managed care plans
outside the Passport region isn’t
going well. Maybe it was too
much too soon.

My practice, Physicians to
Children and Adolescents, serves
over 4,700 patients on Medicaid.
Because of our locations in Bard-
stown and Springfield, some are
covered by Passport, some by the
other plans. I’m not a managed
care expert, but my staff and I

see and experi-
ence the differ-
ences daily. I
suspect part of
the difference
is that Passport
is a nonprofit
and therefore
never has to put
the expecta-
tions of share-

holders before the needs of mem-
bers.

I’ve been impressed enough
with Passport’s commitment to
the commonwealth to accept an
offer to join their board of direc-
tors. From this vantage point,
I’ve been able to confirm what I
have long suspected: Passport
Health Plan has a strong and en-
gaged provider network, and an
intense focus on delivering ser-
vices at a cost that doesn’t dimin-

ish quality. In fact, engaging with
providers is one of the hallmarks
of Passport’s remarkable suc-
cess. Passport is a provider-spon-
sored organization. That means
providers are involved in deci-
sion-making. I feel that Pass-
port’s effectiveness, including
their impressive clinical out-
comes, are directly due to physi-
cians and other health profes-
sionals (from throughout the ser-
vice area) sitting at the table
making key decisions and shar-
ing sacrifices for the greater
good and for the members they
serve. The National Committee
on Quality Assurance recently
ranked Passport as the 13th best
Medicaid health plan in America,
which could not have been ac-
complished without an invested
provider network and a top-notch
staff.

As a member of the board, I
want to say Passport stands will-
ing and ready to help the state get
Medicaid back on track. In addi-
tion to Jefferson County, the plan
has been successfully serving 15
rural counties for14 years and re-
spects and understands the
unique needs of each of the local
communities they serve. Claims
are paid on time, and members
have access to the doctors, phar-
macies, hospitals and specialists.
Passport is a strong and cost ef-
fective Medicaid plan that could
be easily replicated throughout
the commonwealth.

JAMES HEDRICK, M.D.
Bardstown, Ky. 40004

Dr. Hedrick practices pediat-
rics in Bardstown and received his
medical degree from the University
of Chicago Pritzker School of Medi-
cine. — Editor

Passport could help with managed health care

James Hedrick
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