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Members of the St.
Matthews city parks
committee plan to meet
this month with St. Xavi-
er High School student
Ian Timothy to further
discuss strategies for
dealing with beavers in
Draut Park, which also
serves as a water reten-
tion area for flood con-
trol.

Ian, who lives with his
parents in Audubon Park
and has been observing
beavers in the park on
Bowling Boulevard for
about four years, talked
at last week’s City Coun-
cil meeting about ways to
keep a recurring beaver
dam that the city recent-
ly removed from block-
ing a drainage culvert
along Beargrass Creek.

The dam is back, and
councilman Rick Tonini
said it, too, will be

cleared
away. “I
understand
your love
of bea-
vers,” Toni-
ni said.
“But it’s
not a bea-
ver park.”

Ian, who also has pro-
duced an award-winning
animated film series ti-
tled “Beaver Creek,” pri-
marily suggested install-
ing a protruding, fence-

like “beaver deceiver”
structure with a pipe
through it that would
keep future dams away
from the culvert — while
keeping water flowing
through it.

City Engineer Jim
Birch said the city has
looked into having the
beavers relocated but
could not obtain a permit
from state Fish & Wild-
life officials to move
them to state property.

“I’m not real sure

where we could take
them,” Birch said. The
city is required to main-
tain the drainage system
in the park as it was orig-
inally set up, he said.

Ian had drawn world-
wide attention to the
city’s removal of the dam
and what he said was a
beaver lodge next to it
when he sent an email
about the incident to the
leader of a beaver pro-
tection group in Califor-
nia, who disseminated it.

The city says the
lodge was a pile of sticks
city workers had placed
there over time, but Ian
said it was being used as
a lodge.

The Worth A Dam
group in California would
match the city’s contribu-
tion to the $500 cost of a
“deceiver” structure, Ian
said.

Reporter Martha Elson can
be reached at (502) 582-
7061.
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