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Providence president Joan
Hurley said the school prides it-
self on being at the forefront of
technology.

“We’ve been looking into e-
readers, laptops and other tech-
nology for a while,” she said. “It
became very obvious very
quickly that this was what we
needed to do.”

Hurley said iPads are more
versatile than laptops.

“We looked at how laptops
were being used and it just
didn’t excite us. With the iPad’s
Internet access the students can
go on Skype and talk with a stu-
dent in another country. They
can tour a museum. That’s the
exciting part of it. It opens the
world up to them.”

Teachers are spending the
last part of this school year pre-
paring for the transition from
textbooks to iPads.

“We are really working to-
gether. We’re at different levels

just like the kids will be,” said
Susan Gossman, chairwoman of
the school’s math department.

Students will need to pur-
chase the iWork suite of applica-
tions, which will allow them to
create documents, presenta-
tions and spreadsheets, among
other things.

While each student is respon-
sible for purchasing his or her
own iPad, at a minimum cost of
$399, school officials said the
plan should result in savings
overall.

Through this school year, stu-
dents have been charged $410
each year for book rental. That
fee will be eliminated and re-
placed with a $75 technology fee
that will cover some apps, soft-
ware and the cost of maintaining
wi-fi throughout the campus.

“A few of the teachers will
supplement the iPads with text-
books that the school already
owns,” said Christa Hoyland, di-

rector of communications at
Providence. “But those will
eventually be replaced by e-
books. Some of the teachers will
be writing their own electronic
textbooks.”

French teacher and technol-
ogy committee member Katie
Aebersold said, “We’re so excit-
ed about the possibilities with
the iPad. This class is excited
about the paperless aspects
too.”

Using the Internet, students
can pull up that day’s newspa-
pers in France or Spain to read
articles and study vocabulary.

The language classes plan to
use the iPads to have students
record themselves for evalua-
tion. “Right now they’re using
their cell phones,” Aebersold
said. “They leave me a message
in French. This will be so much
easier.”

Even though the devices will
not be required until next school

year, math teacher Jason Mullis
introduced the technology to his
small Math Lab group on a re-
cent school day.

As a voice with a British ac-
cent explained the concept of
factors while the screen showed
examples, sophomore Chandler
Treadway looked at Mullis with
delight. “So this is the lesson?”
she asked. “It’s awesome!”

Chandler said she is looking
forward to using the iPad next
year. “I think it will be better be-
cause you can go back and re-lis-
ten to your lesson. It will be a big
help.”

Providence’s math depart-
ment will be the first to go offi-
cially textbook-free. “We’ve
agreed to be the guinea pigs,”
Mullis said with a laugh. “We
will have no books at all next
year.”

The school will hold a meet-
ing at the school for current and
prospective parents to discuss

the plans at 7:30 p.m. May 7.
History teacher Judith

“Jude” Manning attended the
National Catholic Educators As-
sociation meeting in April,
which was attended by more
than 9,000 Catholic school teach-
ers.

“Based on what I saw and
heard, we seem to be in the fore-
front in attempting to integrate
the iPad across all the grades
and across the curriculum,” she
said.

“I’ve been teaching 41 years,
and I have seen a multitude of
changes in education. Change
has helped me not become com-
placent,” she said. “I find the
challenge of incorporating the
iPad exciting. That’s not to say
I’m not going to still use chalk.”
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Teacher Sam Bush holds an iPad as student Alex Grove works on a desktop computer in a science class.


