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EDITORIAL

Marchers rule the streets
due to spineless politicians

There are two basic questions
involved in the management of last
Saturday's march against busing
which trouble this community.

First, why was any such march
allowed on that section of highway
at that time?

Second, assuming the march was
to occur, why was it necessary to
completely block off Shelbyville
Road, thereby denying access to
major shopping centers, interrupt-
ing local traffic and hurting busi-
ness?

Plans for the march announced
Friday by Col. Russell McDaniel of
the Jefferson County Police called
for blocking one lane of traffic
along the parade route. The march-
ers, it was said, would walk along
the side of the road and in that one
lane from Oxmoor to The Mall and
return.

Who altered that plan and why is
not known; most people first
learned the entire area was to be
sealed off when they tried to drive
there Saturday morning. That
shouldn't surprise anyone, howev-
er. Public information never has
been a strong point with local
police. ,

The decision to change the plan
and, in effect, quarantine the
marchers, was based upon plenty
of experience with the anti-busin- g

fanatics' of south and southwest
Jefferson County. If these people
had been allowed to march along
Shelbyville Road while traffic con-
tinued to flow, chaos certainly
would have resulted. Many of the
marchers would have screamed at
passing motorists to honk their

Tns. would
"been taunted, had their cars

ded upon or much worse.
mpers would have flared as

holiday shoppers, deeply frustrated
by the traffic anyway, became mad
at anyone who got in their way.
Other demonstrators would have
stalled cars in the street or
otherwise created a horrendous
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traffic jam. Blacks might well have
driven into the mess to vent their
own feelings. Firemen would have
been needed to put out trash fires.
Police would have had to crack
heads, fire tear gas, make arrests,

out forms and conduct investi-
gations for days afterward. The
pattern of the past is all too familiar
and in retrospect one wonders why
anyone thought anything short of
the complete quarantine would
have worked.

As it happened, county, state and
St. Matthews police did their jobs
extremely well. They were patient

good natured. The net effect of
it was lots of angry people, but
no damage, no injuries and rapid
return to normal.

But none of this answers the first
question: why was the march
allowed in the first place?

The official explanation seems to
be two-fol- d. They claim they had no
authority to stop it and if they had
tried to so, authority or not, the
marchers would have come anyway.

True enough, the county, St.
Matthews and Jeffersontown police
have no authority to grant or refuse
parade permits. Ordinances giving
them that power should prompt-
ly adopted by these governments.
They would give no power to ban
demonstrations altogether, but
they would give the power to
protect the rest of the community
with reasonable on
demonstrators.

With or without permit ordin-
ances, however, police have ample
authority to prevent unruly demon-stration- s.

If they can arrest one
man for jaywalking, they can arrest
a crowd for doing the same thing.

they need is adequate manpow-
er and adequate backbone.

They have the manpower. But
they not have the support of
political leaders willing to stand
to the marchers say "the public
interest requires that march at
some time and place which will be

This tree
supports my back

as the cold night seeps
into my self

The moon
is drifting in the cold breeze

and rays transfix
my eyes

I am
indivisible with this night,

this cold, this tree, the moon
and I are one

forever

Steven Snyder
3800 Mamaroneck Road

You were God
so I thought

and still
sometimes.

You walked with an extra-lon- g stride,
like a cowboy.

And your smile ...
so boyish (so deceiving!)

I thought the sun rose each morning for you
And each flower would bloom

especially for you.

You meant the world to me,
and if you had wanted,

the world I would have given you.

Or the ocean,
in an amber bottle,

I would have laid at your feet
with a crown of diamond stars
in a wicker bed
with green velvet clouds
enveloping it.

Then one
with no
you left

to me you.

I you
say good-by- e.

now I'll never have again,

i

fill

and
all

a

do

be

restrictions

All

do
up

and
you

its

Or
do

Jeanne L. Powell
1926 Goldsmith Lane, 74
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"T

less disruptive."
But we are told the marchers

would ignore such orders and
parade down Shelbyville Road
anyway. Perhaps they would, but
when they did they would there-
upon become unreasonable law-

breakers who deserve to be arrest-
ed. If they care to go to court for
their convictions, fine. Many other
Americans have been there before
them.

But the attitude which lets a
lawless, horn-honkin- g, beer-swillin- g

minority drive the law-abidi-

majority off the road and put fear
into the heart of local merchants
comes from spineless politicians.
They like to stress their protection
of everyone's freedom of assembly,
but that is not the real issue. The
real issue is whether these fanatics
must be allowed to disrupt the lives
of thousands of ordinary citizens.
Those who say they must are
undermining the basic structure of
society and giving way to mob
rule.

About letters ...
We really want your letters,

To insure timely publication, we
have two bitt of advice. First, ar-

range for them to arrive no later than
Monday morning of the week you
want it published. Do not trust the
mails to deliver your letter in one or
two days. They sometimes fail. We

have a mail slot in our office door
for 24-ho- delivery and urge you

, to use it.
Second, we do not rtJrrn6lty ub '

lish anonymous letters', form letters
or copies of letters written to other
media.

Letters must be signed with the
name and address of the writer.
Names of writers will be withheld
only in unusual circumstances after
consultation with the editor. Letters
are subject to editing to avoid libel
or to fit our limited space.

Poetry

Corner
Gala season

Christmas . . .

In the very air we feel it.
Spicy pine and fresh smelling cedar
Revive our memories.
Gaily pealing bells make us
Ever conscious of the joy
Of Yuletide at last.
Bright cheery store windows
Entice us to enter,
Entranced with the magic gala season.
Mad rush and excitement
Fills and thrills and stills us
With soft splendor and wonder
Of keeping Christmas.
We love shopping for gifts,
Mailing cards and letters,
Festooning our trees
With tinsel and sparkle and lights,
Singing carols by firelight.
Let's grasp fleeting glimpses
Of happiness,
And hang on till we wake ud

nding it but a rainbow of dreams.

Edith G.Oldham
1606 Lucia Ave.

Louisville

Christmas words
We speak our hopes

our private dreams
As greetings to the

crowd which seems
To notice nothing

in its rush
To gather trading

goods which crush
The joy of giving

love as He
In Bethlehem

and Calvary

Norris Barriger
125 Heady Avenue

Richlawn

Reader TARCBlue Motor story
Dear Editor:

,: I've read often of your celebrated
agreements with" my friend May?

or Bowling, and others, And at
times, you've made It all sound
rather one-side- d, but I've begun to
wonder. Maybe some of the "prob-
lems" have been created by the
reporting and editorial weaknesses
of your organization.

For example, let's examine the
story on page 6, Dec. 4, 1975, titled
"Is a TARC-Blu- e Motor Coach
decision near?" The things this
article leaves unsaid or unrecog-
nized, are a damaging indictment of
you and your organization, In the
latter portion of the article, point
after point is made about what
"TARC does" vs what "Blue Motor
does not do."

I wonder if the writer of
article considered any of

this
the

following?:
LBlue Motor Coach is a g,

profit-makin- g company vs
TARC which is not.

2. Blue Motor has no subsidies In
the form of taxes or federal grants.
TARC does, and will spend around
$16MM in the fiscal year '75-7- 6.

About $14MM of this amount, w
come from subsidies, taxes, etc.
(less fares which are estimated to
bring in S2.5MM, more or less).

3. Now, assuming my figures are
correct, what could Blue Motor
have been doing in the areas of
"new equipment," "lower fares,"
"better service," etc. and etc., had
they been receiving subsidies,
taxes, etc.

4. That to allow an article like
this, with partial facts to be printed,
is actually doing a disservice to the
readers of your paper?

The above is only one smal
comparison that could be made.
Please remind yourself, and your
reporters, that you have positions
of public trust. Handle and use your
power carefully, because it's still

and shame
Dear Editor:

In the midst of a joyous Christ-
mas season, as we prepare to
celebrate Christ's birthday, and
also to enjoy Santa Claus's visit,
you publish Mrs. V.G. Cuppy's
letter on the Opinion Page of your
Dec. 11 issue.

I feel sure there's no confusion In
our minds about the real existence
of boh God and Santa Claus.
However for you to publish this
letter (children can read you know)
certainly shows a lack of good
judgement on your part. Shame,
shame on you.

Maxine McKay
(Mrs. P.D. McKay)

3703 Tan Bark Court
Louisville
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