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Briefly
Disabled cruise ship in tow toward port

VICTORIA, Seychelles — A disabled cruise ship being towed
to the Seychelles’ main port is expected to arrive Thursday morn-
ing – three days after the ship lost power and began drifting in the
Indian Ocean. An aviation official said passengers would begin
flying to Rome within hours after arrival at port.

The Genoa, Italy-based Costa said the Allegra is being towed
to the Seychelles’ main port and is expected to arrive at about 9
a.m. local time Thursday, a little later than reported earlier.

Three planes with a seating capacity of at least 580 passengers
were lined up to fly the passengers of the cruise ship Costa Alle-
gra back to Rome, Gilbert Faure, the chief executive of the Sey-
chelles Civil Aviation Authority said today. He said the first plane
is tentatively scheduled to leave Thursday afternoon.

“It could all depend because they have been at sea for three
days. They may want to take a shower, we are not sure,” Faure
said, adding later: “I can assure you that we are doing our best to
ensure that they have a nice few hours in the Seychelles.”

Costa said soft drinks and cold food such as fruit, cold cuts,
cheeses and fresh bread are available to passengers, along with
mineral water for personal hygiene needs. They said the situation
is “regular” and the weather is good.

The Costa Allegra lost power Monday after a fire broke out in
its generator room, setting the Italian cruise ship adrift in a region
where Somali pirates have long been active. 

Israeli troops raid West Bank TV stations
RAMALLAH, West Bank — Israeli troops raided two private

Palestinian TV stations before dawn today, seizing transmitters
and other equipment, the military said.

The military said one of the outlets, al-Watan TV, is a pirate sta-
tion whose frequencies interfered with legal broadcasters and air-
craft communications. It said several transmitters were confiscat-
ed in the operation initiated by Israel’s Communications Ministry.

The military also confirmed a second raid at Jerusalem Educa-
tional TV, a Ramallah-based station owned by the Palestinians’Al
Quds University, but did not elaborate.

Palestinian officials denounced the raids as an aggression and
violation of media freedoms.

Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad visited al-Watan later
today and said the raid undermined his government. 

— From wire reports

BRANSON, Mo. (AP) — A
powerful storm system bearing a
string of possible tornadoes left at
least one person dead and dozens
injured as it tore roofs from
buildings, upturned trailers and
wreaked chaos across a broad
swath of the Midwest.

Forecasters had predicted con-
ditions ripe for tornadoes before
the storms broke out around mid-
night Tuesday, saving most of
their furor for Kansas and Mis-
souri.

An apparent tornado left a trail
of destruction in the tourist hub
of Branson, where the storm
seemed to have hopscotched up
Highway 76, scattering the area
with debris, uprooting road signs,
and heavily damaging buildings
in the city’s famous theater dis-
trict.

Skaggs Regional Medical
Center in Branson treated 32 peo-
ple in its emergency department
in the hours after the storm, most-
ly for cuts and bruises, said
Michelle Leroux, spokeswoman
for the hospital. Power was out at
two nonclinical buildings but
otherwise the hospital was oper-
ating normally, Leroux said.

Jennifer Verhaalen, a long-
term resident at the Hillbilly Inn
Motel in downtown Branson,
said she saw a white funnel cloud
followed by a wall of rain as the
storm closed in on the town
around 1 a.m.

She said she retreated to a back
bedroom with her husband as the
storm slammed into two other
hotel buildings, tearing the roof
off one.

Across the road, a strip mall
lay in tatters, its roof missing and
several walls collapsed. As the
sun rose today, business owners
picked through the remains of
their stores.

Keith and Glenna Bartley,
tourists from Kingsport, Tenn.,
said staff at the Grand Victorian
Hotel where they were staying
ushered them to the hotel’s base-
ment around 1:30 a.m., where
they cowered as the storm bar-
reled over the hotel. 

Branson has long been a
touristy outdoor destination for
visitors from across the Midwest
and South who came to see the
beauty of the surrounding Ozarks.
But the city rose to prominence in
the 1990s largely due to the the-
ater district, where venues fea-
tured the star power of country
music and celebrities including
the Osmonds and Andy Williams.

Further north, rescue crews
awaited sunrise today to begin
scouring a trailer park south of
Buffalo where at least one person
was killed after an apparent tor-
nado slammed the area.

Lt. Dana Eagan of the Dallas
County Sheriff’s Office said the
storm left 13 people at the park

injured and knocked out power to
all of Buffalo, about 35 miles
north of Springfield.

The National Weather Service
typically sends teams in the
hours and days following a storm
of this size to determine if a tor-
nado struck.

Tornado season normally
starts in March, but it isn’t unusu-
al to see severe storms earlier in
the year. Forecasters have a par-
ticularly difficult time assessing
how serious a season will be in
part because twisters are so
unpredictable. This year, two
people were killed by separate
tornadoes in Alabama in January,
and preliminary reports have
showed 95 tornadoes struck that
month.

In neighboring Kansas, the
National Weather Service report-
ed brief tornado touchdowns
southwest of Hutchinson and
Gov. Sam Brownback declared a
state of emergency after an
apparent tornado struck Har-
veyville.

The declaration covered
Wabaunsee County, southwest of
Topeka. The governor’s office
said one person was critically
injured, several homes and a
church were damaged, and trees
and power lines were down.

The system also skirted north-
ern Arkansas, bringing gusts of
up to 60 miles per hour in the
northwest. A wall cloud was
reported in Cherokee Village,
where trees were scattered along
roads, the weather service said.
Residents of Clay County in
northeastern Arkansas, reported
hail the size of golf balls, while
half-dollar-sized hail was report-
ed in Mountain Home.

In northern Oklahoma, gusts of
up to 80 mph flipped trailers and
damaged homes near Cherokee.

AccuWeather says 2012
will be active for tornadoes
By JASON SAMENOW
The Washington Post

Last year went down in the books as one of the worst U.S.
tornado years on record. Can we say anything about how many
tornadoes we’ll have in 2012?

Forecasting companies AccuWeather and Telvent have
issued 2012 tornado outlooks. On the academic side, Colum-
bia University’s International Research Institute for Climate
and Society has published a new technique for developing sea-
sonal tornado forecasts.

AccuWeather predicts above-normal tornado numbers in
2012, but not as many as 2011. It says warmer than normal
water in the Gulf of Mexico will provide the moist, unstable air
to energize thunderstorm development and help spin up torna-
does. On the other hand, AccuWeather notes that the climate
pattern called La Nina is forecast to weaken. In 2011, La Nina
led to a very strong northern jet stream that fueled violent
storms as it dived into the Midwest and South.

Meteorologist Jeff Johnson of Telvent thinks that even a
weak La Nina will influence tornado activity. “As we head
toward the spring season our expectations are that 2012 will
favor above-normal tornado numbers once again, primarily
due to La Nina,” he said in a recent blog post.

At IRI, lead researcher Michael Tippett and colleagues have
published a new tornado forecasting method that may provide
about a month’s lead time on expected tornado activity. Using
historical data, his team identified two weather variables most
associated with tornadoes – rain and spin in the atmosphere – and
created an index that can be put into a model to make forecasts.

In tests, the model “was able to use the index to forecast
monthly tornado activity with some success up to a month in
advance. This success, especially notable in June, is the first
evidence for the predictability of monthly tornado activity,” the
IRI noted in a press release.

Even if perfect outlooks about the number of tornadoes were
possible, what is the value? Tornadoes are so localized that sim-
ply knowing in advance that a given month or season is going
to be active may not be helpful. 

But Harold Brooks, a tornado researcher at the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, thinks these out-
looks might offer some utility.

“If I’m a state emergency manager, I might be really inter-
ested in knowing at the end of March that by the end of April
we could have a big problem,” he told IRI. “You could be bet-
ter prepared with generators and supplies.”

Storms batter Midwest

Orlin Wagner/AP
Residents gather this morning after severe storms destroyed several homes and businesses in Har-
veyville, Kan.


