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By ELIZABETH LOPATTO
Bloomberg News

NEW YORK — Maybe, as the
novelist F. Scott Fitzgerald sug-
gested, the rich really are differ-
ent. They’re more likely to
behave badly, according to seven
experiments that weighed the
ethics of hundreds of people.

The “upper class,” as defined
by the study, were more likely to
break the law while driving, take
candy from children, lie in nego-
tiation, cheat to increase their
odds of winning a prize and
endorse unethical behavior at
work, researchers reported Tues-
day in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences.

Taken together, the experi-
ments suggest at least some
wealthier people “perceive greed
as positive and beneficial,” prob-
ably as a result of education, per-
sonal independence and the
resources they have to deal with
potentially negative conse-
quences, the authors wrote.

While the tests measured only
“minor infractions,” that factor
made the results “even more sur-
prising,” said Paul Piff, a Ph.D.
candidate in psychology at the
University of California, Berke-
ley, and a study author.

One experiment invited 195
adults recruited using Craigslist
to play a game in which a com-
puter “rolled dice” for a chance
to win a $50 gift certificate. The
numbers each participant rolled
were the same; anyone reporting
a total higher than 12 was lying
about their score. Those in
wealthier classes were found to
be more likely to fib, Piff said.

“A $50 prize is a measly sum
to people who make $250,000 a
year,” he said in a telephone
interview. “So why are they more
inclined to cheat? For a person
with lower socioeconomic status,

that $50 would get you more, and
the risks are small.”

Poorer participants may be
less likely to cheat because they
must rely more on their commu-
nity to get by, and thus are more
likely to adhere to community
standards, Piff said. “Upper-class
individuals are more self-
focused, they privilege them-
selves over others, and they
engage in self-interested patterns
of behavior.”

Piff and his colleagues also
said the associations they found
were likely to have exceptions,
pointing to Warren Buffett, chair-
man and chief executive officer
of Berkshire Hathaway, who has
pledged the majority of his hold-
ings to the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation and other charities,
and the whistle-blowing of Cyn-
thia Cooper and Sherron
Watkins, former officials of
Worldcom and Enron, respec-
tively.

Less wealthy individuals also
can behave badly, they wrote,
noting the relationship between
poverty and violent crime in pre-
vious research. They urged fur-
ther study to determine the
“boundaries” of bad behavior
spurred by greed.

The studies weren’t meant to
measure the ties between socioe-
conomic status and violent
crime, but rather simple bad
behavior, Piff said.

Some of the experiments
offered visual evidence, for
instance determining whether
people with more expensive cars
observed traffic laws in the San
Francisco Bay Area, yielding to
cars and pedestrians at an inter-
section, or whether individuals
took candy identified as being set
aside for kids. Others polled peo-
ple on what decision they might
make in a given situation.

By THOMAS J. SHEERAN
and KEVIN BEGOS
The Associated Press

CHARDON, Ohio — The
Ohio teenager accused of killing
three students in a shooting ram-
page in a high school cafeteria
chose his victims at random and
is “someone who’s not well,” a
prosecutor said Tuesday as the
slightly built young man
appeared in juvenile court.

T.J. Lane, 17, admitted taking
a .22-caliber pistol and a knife to
Chardon High and firing 10 shots
at a group of students sitting at a
cafeteria table Monday morning,
Prosecutor David Joyce said. He
said Lane didn’t know the vic-
tims.

Lane will probably be charged
with three counts of aggravated
murder and other offenses, the
prosecutor said.

A thin figure with short dark
hair, Lane seemed small next to
the sheriff’s deputies who led
him into court, and said little
more than “Yes, sir” in response
to questions from the judge.

His face twitched lightly while
the prosecutor recounted the
attack, and he sniffled and half-
closed his eyes as he left the
courtroom under guard.

The hearing came hours after
the death toll rose to three, and as
schoolmates and townspeople
grappled with the tragedy and
wondered what could have set
off Lane, a young man described
by other students as extremely
quiet, with few if any friends.

The court appearance did little
to solve the mystery. Afterward,
though, the prosecutor appeared
to rule out rumors and specula-
tion that the gunman lashed out
after being bullied or that the
shooting had something to do
with drug dealing.

“He chose his victims at ran-
dom. This is not about bullying.
This is not about drugs,” Joyce
said. “This is someone who’s
not well, and I’m sure in our
court case we’ll prove that to all
of your desires and we’ll make
sure justice is done here in this
county.”

Joyce would not elaborate.
Both sides in the case are under a
gag order imposed by the judge
at the prosecutor’s request.

Lane’s grandfather, who has
custody of the teenager, and two
aunts joined him in court; the
women reached over and lightly
embraced the grandfather as the
hearing began.

Judge Timothy Grendell
ordered the boy held for at least
15 days. Prosecutors have until
Thursday to bring charges
against him and are expected to
ask that he be tried as an adult. 

In addition to imposing the
gag order, the judge barred media
outlets from taking photos of the
faces of the suspect and some of
his relatives.

The Associated Press transmit-
ted photos and video of Lane that
were shot before the hearing. The
AP and at least one other media
outlet, The Plain Dealer of
Cleveland, plans to challenge the
judge’s order today.

Meanwhile, one of two injured
students was released from the
hospital and shaken residents
extended condolences to the fam-
ilies of those killed and wounded
at the 1,100-student high school.
Grief counseling was offered to
students, staff and others at area
schools. 

“We’re not just any old place,
Chardon,” Chardon School
Superintendent Joseph Bergant II
said. “This is every place. As
you’ve seen in the past, this can
happen anywhere, proof of what
we had yesterday.”

All three of the dead were stu-
dents, as are the two wounded
victims. The one student still hos-
pitalized remained in serious
condition Tuesday evening at
Hillcrest Hospital in suburban
Cleveland, a hospital spokes-
woman said. 

The Chardon police chief said
authorities learned Tuesday that
the wounded female Chardon
High student had been released

and the 18-year-old was home
with her family. He said it is good
news amid tragic circumstances.

Authorities said that
Demetrius Hewlin, 16, and Rus-
sell King Jr., 17, had died. Daniel
Parmertor, 16, died shortly after
the shooting.

Hewlin attended Chardon
High. King and Parmertor were
students at the Auburn Career
Center, a vocational school, and
were waiting in the Chardon
High cafeteria for their daily bus
when they were shot.

Lane’s family is mourning
“this terrible loss for their com-
munity,” Robert Farinacci, an
attorney for Lane, said in a state-
ment.

Lane did not attend Chardon
High but waited there for the bus
to Lake Academy, a school for
students with academic or behav-
ioral problems. 

Authorities would not say how
and why he ended up at Lake
Academy.

By AUDREY McAVOY
The Associated Press

HONOLULU — Lumber, boats and other debris
ripped from Japanese coastal towns by tsunamis last
year have spread across some 3,000 miles of the
North Pacific, where they could wash ashore on
remote islands north of Hawaii this winter.  

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration estimated the first bits of tsunami debris will
make landfall soon on small atolls northwest of the
main Hawaiian Islands. Other pieces were expected
to reach the coasts of Oregon, Washington state,
Alaska and Canada between March 2013 and March
2014.

NOAA’s tsunami marine debris coordinator, Ruth
Yender, told an online news conference Tuesday that
agency workers were boarding Coast Guard flights
that patrol the archipelago. NOAA also asked scien-
tists stationed at Midway and other atolls to look for
the debris.

Debris initially collected in a thick mass in the
ocean after tsunamis dragged homes, boats, cars and
other parts of daily life from coastal towns out to sea.
Most likely sank not far from Japan’s eastern coast. 

One to 2 million tons of debris remain in the
ocean, but only one to 5 percent of that could reach
Hawaii, Alaska, Oregon, Washington state and
Canada’s British Columbia, Maximenko said. The
tsunamis generated a total of 20 million to 25 million
tons of debris, including what was left on land. 

Yender said that so far, no debris confirmed to be
from the tsunamis has landed on American shores,
including large buoys suspected to be from Japanese
oyster farms found in Alaska last year. 

The buoys would have had to travel faster than

currents to get to Alaska at that time if they were set
loose by the March 11 tsunamis. 

Similar buoys have washed ashore in Alaska and
the U.S. West Coast before the tsunami, she said. 

Yender said there is little chance of any debris
being contaminated by radiation. 

The debris came from a large swath of Japan’s
northeastern coast, not only near the tsunami-dam-
aged nuclear power plant in Fukushima. Further, it
was dragged out to sea with the tsunamis, not while
the Fukushima plant experienced multiple melt-
downs.

Nicholas Mallos, a conservation biologist and
marine debris specialist for the Ocean Conservancy,
said many of the objects in the debris were expected
to be from Japan’s fishing industry. That could pose
a risk for wildlife, such as endangered Hawaiian
monk seals, if fishing gear washes up on coral reefs
or beaches.

“The major question is how much of that material
has sank since last year, and how much of that
remains afloat or still in the water column,” Mallos
said. 

Mark Duncan/AP
T.J. Lane, a suspect in Monday’s shooting of five students at Chardon High School, is taken into juve-
nile court Tuesday by Geauga County deputies in Chardon, Ohio.
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